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During negotiations on the draft, Russia pressed unsuccessfully to include an exception for “anti-terrorist operations.” (File photo: AP)
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US investigations besiege Qatar’s “suspicious” endeavours Where

do Qatar’s billions go?

US investigations have once again surrounded Qatar’s suspicious efforts to influence US soft power. They
have targeted this time the questionable Qatari funding for US universities. According to the New York
Times, the US Department of Education has launched investigations aiming at cracking down on universi-
ties, which have failed to disclose donations and contracts from foreign entities and governments, to ensure

they were not linked to terrorism.  seepag.04

An exclusive interview with Canada’s
Rogue Diplomat (1) describing for the
first time in some detail his efforts in
opposing Bashar al-Assad regime.

Bruce Mabley photographed at Avesta Turkish-Kurdish restaurant in Montreal. June 20th 2016.
(Photograph by Roger Lemoyne)

Dr. Bruce Mabley is a former Canadian diplomat who has served
in the Middle East and is the director of the Mackenzie-Papineau
think tank in Montreal. See page. 12.13

Iranian resistance uncovers
mullahs’ terrorist networks in Europe

The Iranian regime’s
use of diplomatic
cover to deply its
terrorist and  spy-
ing networks in the
world, is not limited
to Assadollah Assa-
di Fourteen months
ago, German po-
lice arrested a key
operative of the
Iranian regime’s
long-running
terror network |
in Europe under

a diplomatic cover.
Eventually, the Ger-
man authorities

handed over the ter-
rorist diplomat As-
sadollah Assadi, 46,
who was the head
of the mullahs’

intel-

ligence room in Eu-
rope, which was lo-
cated in the Tehran
regime’s embassy
in Vienna, to the
Belgian judiciary
at the request of
the latter. De-
spite the des-
perate attempts
by the Iranian
regime to pre-
vent the trial
of Assadi and
release  him
from prison in
order to transfer
him to Iran.see page...05

Erdogan threatens to Flood Europe with Syrian
Refugees

It is become fashionable in recent months to
say that the war in Syria is effectively over,
that Bashar al-Assad has won and is staying
put in Damascus. But hugely important is-
sues remain to be resolved. The biggest is
the fate of the Idlib area in the north-west.
Another is the future of Syrians who fled
their homeland since 2011 See page...07

Ian Black

This east is killing us!

Women have never had equal status with
men, neither as human beings nor as citi-
zens, in our ailing East with distorted values
and defective masculinity linking a man’s
social status to his control over women and
his ability to control their actions and restrict
their freedom, which is practically known as
domestic violence.

Rima Flihan

See page...09

A hundred years later, the Kurdish
question is again at the gates of Europe!

This year marks the 99th anniversary of the
Treaty of Sévres (August 10, 1920), pre-
scribing the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
after World War I by European countries,
which included the abandonment by the
Ottoman Empire of “territories inhabited by
non-Turkish peoples.”  See page...11

Dr. Radwan Badini

Can Moscow mediate an agreement between
Syrian Kurds and Assad’s regime?

It seems increasingly clear that, Moscow, as
one of the most powerful players in Syria,
can mediate between the Kurds and Da-
mascus. However, with the Russia’s obvious
support for the Assad’s regime, would it be
able to act as a neutral mediator between the
two parties? See page...06

Zara Saleh

Turkey has threatened to launch a massive
military operation against the US-backed
‘Syrian Democratic Forces’, which are
mainly made up of the Syrian Kurds, de-
spite its recent agreement with the United
States regarding the “safe zone” in north and
north-eastern Syria.

M

Never Shake Hands with a War Criminal

See page...08

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif met his Swedish counterpart on Aug
20, 2019, as part of a Scandinavian tour.

Iranian diaspora and supporters of the Ira-
nian opposition group People’s Mojahedin
Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK), held a
rally on Wednesday, August 21, protesting
the visit by Javad Zarif.

See page...10

Perviz S. Khazai
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As the economy is falling apart,
a lucrative business is on the rise
in Iran: most unique trade in the
world.

In recent years, rising living costs
and poverty have greatly contrib-
uted to the booming business. It
has become a systemic problem
throughout the country.

Kidneys are most in demand, but a
business that started more than a
decade ago is no longer limited to
kidney but includes liver,
bone-marrow and cornea. The liv-
er is the second most frequently
traded organ. Blood plasma is the
latest addition to the list.

Buyers and sellers
Buyers are those in dire need of an
organ transplant.
Sellers are those in dire financial
need for whom the organ market is
the last resort. Sellers are both
male and female. Most of those
willing to sell their kidney are
young people between ages 22 and
34. But there are older people who
want to sell their body parts too.
Most of the buyers prefer to pur-
chase younger organs. Since or-
gans offered by young people are
:é not in short supply, buyers usually
Z have no problem in finding what
£ they want.

%Average prices in a mid-
= dleman market- Scope of

Z the business ?
§ Organ prices are not fixed but con-
E stantly change. The prices depend
— on a number of factors such as the
<ZC sellers’ age, the seriousness of the
5 patient’s condition, the severity of
: the patient’s health condition, how
T urgently the organ is needed and
how desperate the seller is. Sell-
er’s blood type is a factor too. For
example, O- and B+ blood types
are more expensive.
Average Market prices in 2018
Below are rough prices for the
body organs in 2018:
between 500 million to 1 billion
rials ($5,000 to $10,000)
-Liver: between 1.5 billion to 5
billion rials ($15,000 to $50,000)
— Cornea: 2 billion rials ($20,000)
— Bone marrow: 1 billion rials
@ ($10,000)
] Statistics indicate that nearly 3,800
oz kidney transplants are performed
7 in Iran every year. Of these, about
O 500 come from donors who are in
5 a vegetative state. Some of the kid-
Oneys are donated by relatives to
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SELLING BODY PARTS

loved ones who are in dire need of ~ Yassin:

Hello, I do not want to sell my kid-
ney. If someone is in real need, I
am willing to donate, 34 years old,
blood type: B+ Phone: (number)

kidney transplant. About 3000 kid-
neys are provided as a trade.

Methods of selling and
buying — The lucrative
business of organ broker-
age

Buying and selling organs
takes place by different
methods.

Direct sales

Many sellers post their contact de-
tails and details of the organ they
want to sell on the walls of build-
ings near hospitals. The details in-
clude the sellers’ age, blood type
and the organ they want to sell.
Many beg the pedestrians not to
erase their announcements from
the wall since they are desperate
and need the money urgently. The
sellers usually prefer to contact the
prospective candidate directly to
avoid giving a commission to the
middlemen.

Buying and selling
through brokers

A wall in Farhang Hosseini alley filled with selling and
buying advertisements

However, being a broker of bodily
organs has evolved into a lucrative
business for a number of people.
Their job is to identify desperate
people who urgently need an organ
for their relative or are in dire need
of the money they could obtain
from selling one.

The kidney and liver markets are
hot for brokers. Instagram and Tel-
egram apps are among their pre-
ferred platforms. The middlemen
have also set up websites where
they ask sellers to sign up and
leave their details for buyers to
find. Both sides pay the broker’s
commission.

One of the sites is http://koliye-
center.mihanblog.com/.

(Koliyeh in Farsi means
kidney)

Images of the first two
pages of the site in early
September 2019.

TEL: +44 2083570408
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http://koliyecenter.mihanblog.com/.

Omid:

Selling healthy kidney, resident of
Sannandaj (west Iran), blood type:
O- Phone: (number). Please only
send sms.

Rouzbeh

Male, 26 years old, willing to sell a
kidney due to financial problems.
Blood type: O+. Price: 600 million
rials ($5300). Phone: (number)
Omid:

Hello I am Omid. Willing to sell
part of my liver, my kidney and
bone marrow for an agreed price.
It is urgent, urgent. If it is not done
quickly, I will go to jail. The re-
spected buyer or the broker, please
send a sms first. Phone: (number)
Seyed Morteza

Hello. I am 27. I am healthy. 1
want to sell my kidney under the
market price for 400 million rials
($3600). The buyer please either
call or send a sms. Phone number:
(number). Blood type: B+. Totally
healthy.

Seyed Morteza:

Hello. I am 27. I am an athlete. My
kidney is completely healthy. Will-
ing to take any test necessary.
Blood type: B+. 400 million rials
($3600). It is below market price. I
am not going to sell it for any low-
er price. Please do not bargain.
Please. I need the money urgently.
Seyed Morteza:

Hello. I am 28. I run our family.
For the sickness of my mother, for
In addition to functioning through
the Internet, brokers often wander
around major hospitals and ap-
proach relatives of patients who

need a transplant in order to assess
their financial status and make an
offer an offer. Brokers often take a
50 percent commission on result-
ing sales.

One of the brokers who has been
in the business for years explained
his modus operandi in 2013:
“First I began by selling and buy-
ing kidney, near one of the hospi-
tals in Vanak Square (a wealthy
neighborhood in northern Tehran).
The area nearby the hospital is
filed with advertisements for sell-
ing kidneys. I spent a whole day to
find sellers. I talked to them and
collected the necessary informa-
tion. The main problem was find-
ing a customer. Most of the sellers
I talked to were unable to identify
them. But I had grown up in Bazar
(traditional central market) and
knew how to trade. The first step
was to have access to the details of
the people who needed a kidney
transplant and were in a waiting
list, waiting for someone to donate
a kidney. After a month I obtained
such a list.”

“Finally, after two months, I made
my first deal. There was one per-
son who had been looking for a
healthy kidney for a long time.
Most people who advertise organ
sales are usually addicts or have
other physical problems. So he
didn’t trust the ads. I was able to
get connected to him. By chance, |
had the telephone number of a
young woman who needed money
to fund her mother’s surgery and
was ready to sell his kidney in
2008 for 60 million rials ($ 6,000
with the exchange rate at the time).
To the buyer who was in a huge
hurry, I offered the price of 80 mil-
lion rials (equivalent to $ 8,000)
and eventually the deal went on,
and 20 million rials ($ 2,000) went
to my pocket. Twenty million rials
was not little money at the time.”

“With the initiatives I took, I was
able to thrive and since 2011 I
have been trading in other trans-
planting organs too. After two
years, I hired several people to
roam around hospitals and to find
clients for me. Then, I hired a few
people to somehow get the reports
of brain-dead patients from the
hospitals for me, and after that, I
went on to sell other body organs.
“Now many people know me,
even some physicians refer me to
their patients. That’s why my list
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of sellers and buyers is increasing
every day.

“I currently have 20 marketers.
There are also six guys who work
in the office, I have to give a fee to
the specialist doctors for advice
that costs at least 500 million rilas
($ 14,000 at the time of exchange)
a month and, of course, I have to
pay for the psychologist and law-
yer as well. Sometimes I have to
change them and in order to keep
them silent, I have to give them a
few hundreds of millions of rials.
So the current monthly cost of the
operation and the office is about
700 million ($ 23,000 at the time
of exchange).”

He estimated his income per
month as 1 billion to 2 billion rials
(28 to 56 thousand dollars a month
at the exchange rate in 2013).
According to another dealer,
“Most of those who sell their kid-
neys are from the lower strata of
the society. I find them through
friends who live in small towns or
poor suburbs. Subsequently they
are satisfied and the price is set. Of
course, they are introduced as the
donor and the acquaintance of the
patient to make the job easier.”

Alley of “Farhang Hosseini,”
known as “Kidney Street” in Teh-
ran

In Tehran, Farhang Hosseini Alley
(central Tehran) is known as Kid-
ney Street. The central building of
the Association of Support for
Kidney patients is located in the
middle of this alley.

In previous years A4 papers had
filled all sides of the alley. Tags
full of cell phone numbers were
placed all over the walls. All the
walls of this alley were full of sale
advertisements. Some people had
written their message on the wall
or on a sheet of paper with a pen or
marker. Some had painted their
ads on the wall. The message of all
the murals on this street’s build-
ings was the same: sales and pur-
chasing ads for kidneys, livers and
even corneas. The phone numbers
and blood types of the sellers were

also mentioned in the ads. Some
ads contained dates. “Kidney A +,
for sale, December 2018 ...,”,

“A 28-year-old, athlete, blood type
O Negative... at whatever price
you want “... Many insisted that

INFO@THELEVANTNEWS.COM
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A TRAGEDY IN IRAN

they are not willing to deal with
the broker and want to deal direct-
ly with the buyer.

In the last couple of years, instead
of paper advertisements, the walls
are filled with big, bold lines with
sharp colors like red, the name of a
kidney seller and his or her contact
number. Throughout the alley you
can’t find a door, a wall, or even a
garage without organ sellers’
phone numbers on them.

Reactions from regime
officials ?

A wall in Farhang Hosseini alley filled
with selling and buying advertisements
e S o

N
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Awall in F arhang Hosseini alley filled
with selling and buying advertisements

A number of regime officials have
formally and publicly backed the
selling and buying of organs.
State run newspaper Mashregh re-
ported on February 28, 2017 that
regarding the sale of kidneys by
people in extreme poverty, Dr.
Hossein Ali Shahriari, a member
of the Health Commission of the
Majlis (parliament) said: “There is
nothing wrong when a person who
lives in poverty, and by receiving
200 to 300 million rials ($ 2,000 to
$ 3,000 at the time exchange rate)
transforms his life.” The Health
Commission member said: “Based
on Sharia, organ transplant is not a
problem and is permissible, and
his holiness Imam [Khomeini]
gave the authorization for and the
grand clerics are not opposed to
it.”

Regarding the fact that this is con-
sidered immoral and inhuman in
most countries, he said: “How is it
not immoral when they kill hu-
mans and children? Bombing
women and old men and women is

WWW.THELEVANTNEWS.COM

not inhumane?”

A few cases:

¢ On December 2, 2018, the state-¢
On December 2, 2018, the state-
run Salamatnews wrote: “Amir,
who is about 18 years old, has auc-
tioned his kidneys due to poverty.
He doesn’t want more than 500
million Rials. (5,000 dollars). He
says he can no longer cope with
the landlord’s complaints. He and
his brother have each decided to
sell one of their kidneys and buy a
small house with the help of a loan
to relieve their mother of the suf-
fering of not having a home. Amir
said he had been trapped by deal-
ers several times and was close to
auctioning off his kidneys, but
with the help of a friend who had a
history of kidney sales, he drew a
line around dealers, and is now
looking for a real buyer without
intermediaries.”

¢ On December 1, 2018, the state-
run newspaper Shafa Online, after
talking to a liver vendor who had
posted an ad on a wall, wrote that
the seller was a middle-aged man
with a southern accent who in re-
ply to the phone call said: “My
blood group is O negative. I will
sell my liver for 1.5 billion rials
($15,000). If you are a buyer, we
can meet ... My child has a rare
disease. Specialist doctors have di-
agnosed the illness differently and
no one knows what my child’s
main problem is. There was a
gland next to his neck that became
more swollen day by day until the
gland became infected and since
then my child’s weight has been
lowering and he has fever two or
three nights a week. We now live
in a relative’s house in Tehran
around Shoosh (a poor neighbor-
hood in south Tehran). I couldn’t
come to Tehran every month with
my three children and my wife and
go back to Bandar Abbas (south-
ern Iran). Last month I sold my
kidney and the broker got half of
the money and now I want to sell
part of my liver directly to cover
the cost of my child’s treatment.”
He continued: “In Bandar Abbas, I
was a street vendor and I had Sla-
mat health insurance. This insur-
ance is not accepted by many phy-
sicians and hospitals in Tehran and
we have to pay for the visit. So far
I have spent 500 million rials but I
have not succeeded. I am also
ready to sell my heart to keep my

TEL

A wall in Farhang Hosseini alley filled with selling and buying advertisements

child healthy. I used to be a street
vendor on the streets in Tehran as
well, but it is difficult to be a street
peddler in Tehran, the authorities
took away my goods several times
and to be honest I’'m sick of it. I
know the liver operation is hard
and the period of treatment is diffi-
cult and long, but with my sick
child and financial problems, life
is not easy at all. Maybe from sell-
ing my liver, some money remains
and I can live with it as long as I
live.”

 Shahla, who had come to Tehran
from Dehdasht in Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer Ahmad province (west Iran)
in 2017, told the Hamshahri state-
run newspaper on January 14,
2109: “We have done everything
you say but it is useless. Anywhere
we go for work, they either want
experience or references, and we
have neither. So my husband de-
cided to sell his kidney. We’ve
brought our stuff here so they
don’t erase our phone numbers
from the wall.” She adds: “If this
money comes in, it can be a huge
help to our lives. I no longer have
to go back to our city and live
away from my wife.”

* Shahin wrote his name boldly on
the wall next to the association in
the alley of “Farhang Hosseini”.
He told the Hamshahri state-run
newspaper on January 14, 2019:
“The financial problems and the
addiction and illness of family
members have made me reach to
the bottom of the line and so I
want to sell my kidney. Anyone
who calls me requests a discount.
As if they are all worse off than

. +44 2083570408

me, but there is no one telling
them we are not bargaining over a
few pounds of chicken and meat.”

He said he has been called several
times from the Association to
erase his number from the wall,
but he has no choice: “If I can’t af-
ford to pay for my family, the
landlord will throw our belongings
in the street. I have also told this to
association authorities... I am not
seeking a high price. Do you think
200 million rials ($2,000) is too
much for a kidney?”

Conclusions,

tions:

The tragedy of Iranians, especially
The tragedy of Iranians, especially
the youths, selling their body parts
to survive or to address their own
basic needs or those of their fami-
lies in a country like Iran is an un-
told catastrophe. Iran’s population
is one percent of the world’s popu-
lation, yet has seven percent of the
world’s natural resources; it is
among the richest.

Observa-

Through embezzlement, theft and
astronomical pillaging of these re-
sources, the Iranian regime’s lead-
ers have devoted most of these re-
sources to suppression at home
and export of terrorism as well as
arming, training and financing ter-
rorist groups, fomenting proxy
wars in the Middle East and work-
ing to obtain weapons of mass de-
struction. This is while a vast ma-
jority of the Iranian people live
below the poverty line with no
prospects for improvement in their
daily life.

The lion’s share of the Iranian na-
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tion’s wealth has been plundered
by the Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei, his office and the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). Khamenei’s personal
wealth is reported to be around
$200 billion dollars. In addition to
huge sums allocated to the repres-
sive agencies, the regime has allot-
ted several billion dollars to prop
up the Syrian dictator Bashar
Al-Assad and roughly a billion
dollars a year to the terrorist Hez-
bollah in Lebanon. It has also been =<
extensively financing and helping O
the Houthis in Yemen and the ter-
rorist Shia militias in Iraq.

The painful trend of selling body =
parts continued and even intensi- 7,
fied following the signing of the &
Iran Nuclear Deal (the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action, &
JCPOA), which released more ;
than 100 billion dollars and ena- =
bled the regime to sell more than =
two million barrels of oil on a dai- &
ly basis. As the Iranian Resistance =
said at the time, this windfall was
not spent on improving the abys-
mal living conditions of the Irani-
an people.

TERNAT

In the nationwide uprising in 2018,
which spread to more than 160 cit-
ies, the Iranian people demanded
the overthrow of the regime in its
entirety. The deprived and desti-
tute masses played a critical role in
that upheaval. Keenly aware of the
explosive state of society, the re- o
gime’s officials repeatedly warn of =
another major upheaval and have <
grown quite paranoid over therr
bleak prospects awaiting them.

OCTOBER
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US investigations besiege Qatar’s “suspicious”

endeavours Where do Qatar’s billions go?
T

US investigations have once again
surrounded Qatar’s suspicious ef-
forts to influence US soft power.
They have targeted this time the
questionable Qatari funding for
US universities.

According to the New York Times,
the US Department of Education
has launched investigations aim-
ing at cracking down on universi-
ties, which have failed to disclose
donations and contracts from for-
eign entities and governments, to
ensure they were not linked to ter-
rorism.

The newspaper pointed out that in
July the ministry corresponded
with universities inquiring for
nine-year records in regards to fi-
nancial transactions with countries
including Qatar and China.

The investigations into suspicious
Qatari funding for US universities
was conducted in conjunction with
the Emir’s visit to the White House
last July.

This summer, the US Department
of Higher Education announced
that it was investigating whether
Georgetown, Texas A&M, Cornell
and Rutgers universities were in
full compliance with federal law

Donald Trump and Tamim Prince of Qatar during a ceremony for the US
Treasury Department (file photo : Reuters)

which requires universities and
colleges to report all gifts and con-
tracts received form any foreign
sources that are worth more than
250 thousand dollars.

In the letters to the universities,
ministry officials said they were
looking for nine-year records of
agreements, contacts and financial
transactions with entities and gov-
ernments in countries such as Chi-

na and Qatar.

This month, universities were ex-
pected to hand over thousands of
records that could reveal millions
of dollars of foreign aid to support
and operate overseas campuses as
well as academic research and oth-
er cultural and academic partner-
ships.

The ministry’s spokeswoman, Liz
Hill, said the department’s main

concern was “transparency,” not-
ing that they expected “colleges
and universities to provide full, ac-
curate and transparent information
when reporting foreign gifts and
contracts.”

“Our national security depends on
this, and transparency is required
by law,” she said. “Our investiga-
tion shows that the department ex-
pects institutions to take their re-
porting obligations seriously.”
The US Department of Educa-
tion’s campaign comes amid in-
creased scrutiny of “foreign influ-
ence” in recent years; be it
“Russian interference” in US elec-
tions, “Chinese economic espio-
nage” or outside efforts to influ-
ence US think tanks as Qatar does.

Targeting Qatari funding

During the investigation, high-lev-
el Qatari organizations such as
the Qatar Foundation for Educa-
tion, Science and Community De-
velopment, which help fund US
universities in the country, were
repeatedly mentioned.

The ministry stated that the uni-
versities have sometimes omitted

documents. For example, reports
from Texas A&M should have in-
cluded its Qatar campus, which
receives millions of dollars from
Qatar Foundation.

Several universities and colleges
under investigation have praised
earlier their partnerships with Qa-
tar Foundation.

In June, the Associated Press re-
vealed that Qatar Foundation pro-
vided $ 33 million in 2018 to
Georgetown University. It also
provided $ 6.1 million to Texas
A&M University.

The disclosure does not seem to
suit Qatar. Lawyers filed a lawsuit
in Texas last year in an attempt to
prevent Texas A&M from issuing
records on Doha’s donations. They
argued that these donations meas-
ure up to “trade secrets”.

It is noteworthy that doubting the
objectives of Qatari funds is not
new to the Americans. Media re-
ports have previously revealed de-
tails on the money Doha spends on
academics and journalists in the
West in order to recruit their pens
to raise its reputation, so as to reas-
sure that things are on the scale of
its agendas.

Russia, China veto UN resolution
on Syria ceasefire

Russia and China vetoed a
UN Security Council reso-
lution calling for a ceasefire
in Syria’s war-torn Idlib
province after other mem-
bers warned the conflict
could become the century’s
worst humanitarian crisis.
During negotiations on the
draft, Russia pressed unsuc-
cessfully to include an ex-
ception for ‘‘anti-terrorist
operations.”

Russia cast its 13th veto,
blocking a demand for a
truce in northwest Syria be-
cause it does not include an
exemption for military of-
fensives against UN black-
listed militant groups.
China backed Russia by
also blocking the text, draft-
ed by Kuwait, Belgium and
Germany. It was Beijing’s
seventh veto on the Syrian

conflict. Equatorial Guinea
abstained and the remaining
12 members of the council
voted in favour.

Western states have accused
Russian and Syrian forces
of targeting civilians, a
charge they deny; they
claim to be targeting mili-
tants.

Russian UN Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia told the
council before the vote that
he believed the “real objec-
tive” of the draft resolution
by Germany, Kuwait and
Belgium was “to save the
international terrorists who
are entrenched in Idlib from
their final defeat.”

Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad’s forces, backed
by Russian air power, have
been waging a five-month-
long offensive in the Idlib

04 OCTOBER 2019 Issue 4

Regime and Russian fire has killed at least six civilians in Syrias
north-western province Idlib, a war monitor said. (File photo: AFP)

region, the last major chunk
of territory still in rebel
hands after more than eight
years of war.“What we are
witnessing is not counter-
terrorism, but an excuse to
continue a violent military

TEL: +44 2083570408

campaign against those who
refuse to accept the rule of
Assad’s regime,” US Am-
bassador to the United Na-
tions Kelly Craft told the
council.“Those ... who ob-
ject to humanitarian access

MOBL: +44 7778777876

to Syria, those who are cur-
rently carpet-bombing Idlib,
will be held accountable.
And those who are doing so
will have to pay for the re-
construction. We act on the
principle you broke it, you
own it,” French UN. Am-
bassador Nicolas de Riviere
told reporters.

Shortly after the first draft
UN resolution was pro-
posed by Kuwait, Germany
and Belgium, Damascus de-
clared a truce on August 31
that brought a lull in air
strikes. However, Syrian
troops on Sunday shelled
south of Idlib, according to
rescue workers and resi-
dents.The United Nations
said that since the start of
hostilities in northwest Syr-
ia in April, more than 550
civilians have been killed

and some 400,000 people
displaced. Almost half of
the displaced people are liv-
ing in open-air areas or un-
der trees.

The leaders of Turkey, Rus-
sia and Iran meeting in An-
kara on Monday agreed to
try to ease tensions in the
Idlib region, but disagree-
ments between the coun-
tries appeared to linger, es-
pecially over the threat from
ISIS.

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres announced
last month that the world
body would investigate at-
tacks on UN-supported fa-
cilities and other humanitar-
ian sites in northwest Syria.
Russia and Syria have said
their forces are not targeting
civilians or civilian infra-
structure.
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The Iranian resistance uncover the mullahs’

terrorlst networks in Europe
u

The diplomat, who had been work-
ing at the embassy since June 23,
2014 under the cover of third sec-
retary, was found to have been in-
volved, according to the Belgian
prosecutor, in a terrorist plot that
targeted a gathering of the Iranian
opposition at the Villepinte Hall in
Paris, France, on June 30, 2018.
Intelligence revealed that Assadol-
lah Assadi travelled to Tehran on
June 20,

where he received high explosives
weighing up to half a kilogram,
and on June 22 returned from Teh-
ran to Vienna carrying the explo-
sives in his Diplomatic Pouch, on
board of an Airbus plane of Austri-
an Airlines carrying 240 passen-
gers.

On July 2, 2018, the terrorist dip-
lomat was arrested by German po-
lice. On July 6, 2018, the Federal
Attorney General applied for ha-
beas corpus at the Supreme Court
based on his activities as a secret
agent carrying out operations (in
accordance with section 1, article
99, of the Criminal Act) and con-
spiracy to murder (article 1, para-
graph 2, and paragraph 211 of the
Penal Code).

In March 2018, Assadi delegated
the mission of bombing of the an-
nual gathering of the Iranian oppo-
sition abroad at the Villepinte Hall,
to couple residing in the Belgian
city of Antwerp. He was supposed
to hand them over the explosive
material (500 grams of an explo-
sive substance, Tri Aston Tree Op-
eroxide TATP) in the Belgian cap-
ital of Luxembourg in July 2018.

Assadi’s espionage and terrorist
activities were not confined to Eu-
rope, a document uncovered by the
Iranian resistance indicates that
from 2005 to May 2008 he was an
agent of the Iranian regime in Iraq
tasked with spying and assassinat-
ing members of MEK, the Iraqi
opposition, and coalition forces.

According to the document, the
Iranian Foreign Ministry, in its
memo number 84244/721 dated
May 11, 2008, granted the third
secretary visa to Mr. Keumarth
Gholamali Rashadmand, holder of
diplomatic ~ passport  number
9002641 to work in the Iranian
embassy in Baghdad instead of
Assadollah Assadi.
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The Iranian resistance reveals the mullahs terrorist networks in Europe

The Iranian regime used diplomat-
ic cover to deploy its terrorist and
spaying networks all over the
world, Assadollah Assadi was
merely a member of an extensive
network that included several
agents, such as Ghulam Hussain
Mohammad Nea, who was the
deputy minister of intelligence for
international affairs and who for
years served as the head of the re-
gime’s intelligence station under
the cover of the regime’s repre-
sentative in New York. In 2016 he
was appointed as the regime’s am-
bassador to Albania, to be expelled
on 19 December 2018, after his
involvement in terrorist acts
against MEK.

Mustafa Rodki, who was the head
of the intelligence station before
Assadi in the Austrian capital Vi-
enna and head of the European in-
telligence stations, was sent after
returning from Iran to Albania to
spy on MEK under the cover of
first secretary, to be expelled by
the Albanian government on 19
December 2018 for being accused
of participating in terrorist opera-
tions.

It is worth mentioning that the trial
of Assadollah Assadi, the main el-
ement in the terrorism networks of
the Iranian regime, will expose all
its terrorist networks in a number
of countries, especially in Europe,
as his trial will deprive the regime
of its most important weapons in
blackmailing European countries.
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Intelligence stations in embas-
sies of countries run by
presidents and agents

The intelligence stations in the
embassies of the Iranian regime in
different countries fall under “1”
group or “the foreign assistant of
the intelligence ministry”.

The General Administration of In-
vestigation and Reports is part of
the Foreign Information and
Movements Organization of the
Ministry of Intelligence located in
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the regime, where it man-
ages the intelligence stations in the
regime embassies.

The public administration is called
210, and its current director is
Reza Lutfi who took over from
Masha Allah Samadi had been a
director for several years.

The following are the most impor-
tant heads and agents of the Irani-
an regime’s intelligence ministry
in embassies, according to West-
ern intelligence sources:

The intelligence station in Paris

In September 2018 Hussein Shah-
rabi Frahany was expelled several
weeks after his presence in France.
Ahmad Zarif, alias Abadi, was the
head of the Paris intelligence sta-
tion and ran the regime’s intelli-
gence agents in France, specifical-
ly against MEK and the National
Council of Resistance of Iran from
2013 to 2018. Prior to this posi-
tion, from 2009 to 2012, Moham-
mad Shirazi and Ghulam Reza Ja
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fari ran the station.

The intelligence station in
Germany

Morteza Shaabani, who entered
Germany in 2004, Reza Dad Dar-
wish entered in 2006, Afshar en-
tered in 2010, Abbas Jafari entered
in 2014, and Hussein Mahdian
Fard who entered in September
2015 under the cover of the third
secretary, and their task is to col-
lect information against the Irani-
an resistance.

In addition, there are intelligence
agents in the consulates of the Teh-
ran regime in Germany. According
to the annual reports of the Ger-
man security services, the main
objective of the agents of the Min-
istry of Intelligence is to work
against the Iranian opposition, es-
pecially MEK and the National
Council of Resistance.

The intelligence station
in Albania

The Albanian government accept-
ed to host the MEK in early 2013
in Albania, while the Iranian Min-
istry of Intelligence established its
intelligence station in Albania by
sending one of its agents, Ferey-
doon Zandi Aliabadi in the winter
of 2013, to return to Iran in 2017
and be replaced by Mustafa. Rud-
ki, who served as head of the intel-
ligence station in Austria until
2013, and coordinator of intelli-
gence stations of the Ministry of
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Intelligence in Europe, where he
entered Albania under the cover of
the first secretary of the embassy.

Gholam hossein Mohamed Nea
was the Director of International
Affairs of the Foreign Information
and Movements Organization at
the Ministry of Intelligence and
entered Albania in the summer of
2016 under the cover of an ambas-
sador.

Muhammad Ali has been in Bema
Nemati also in Albanian territory
since September 2018, all working
to gather information and manage
the network of intelligence merce-
naries to carry out terrorist acts
against the MEK in Albania.

The intelligence station in Iraq

The intelligence station at the Ira-
nian regime’s embassy in Iraq be-
came the largest intelligence sta-
tion in the country after 2003, due
to the presence of the MEK in Iraq,
where there were more than 10
employees at the embassy.

The following are the names of
some of the heads of the intelli-
gence station and important agents ,
in the regime’s embassy in Iraq >
since the beginning of 2005:
Hashemi or Abu Hashem and Is-
ma’il Pour Mahdavi, Rasoul nom-
inee, Assadollah Assadi as head of &
the intelligence station from 2005 Z
until mid-2008, and Kumrath Ghu- £
lam Ali Rashad, with the alias Haj @
Ali Nouidi, assumed the mission
as a replacement for Assadollah Z
Assadi since 2009, =
Kiyanmahr with the alias Sajjad —
has become a substitute for Ku-%
murth Ghulam Ali since 2013
where he remained until 2016
when MEK elements left Iraq.

All of these agents were involved
in the terrorist attacks on Ashraf
and Liberty’s headquarters, the
killing of unarmed MEK members
in Iraq, and the assassination of a
number of Iraqi figures opposed to
the mullahs and coalition military
forces.

After MEK left Iraq, Mehdi Qasi-
mi currently heads the intelligence
station at the regime’s embassy i mno
Iraq, while Ali Qaami acts as hisS
deputy, Bahruz Nowruz Pour, anm
intelligence ministry employee,
and three ministry agents.
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OPINION

Can Moscow mediate an agreement between
Syrian Kurds and Assad’s regime?

Z.ara Saleh

It seems increasingly clear that,
Moscow, being one of the most
powerful players in Syria,
might be a mediator between
the Kurds and Damascus. How-
ever, with the Russia’s obvious
_, support for Assad regime, could
< it act as a neutral mediator be-
O tween the two parties?
2 As Syrian Kurds control the

The US State Department an-
nounced that it will continue to
target groups and individuals
that finance Hezbollah, but will
continue to work with other
Lebanese institutions.

“We will continue to target and
support individuals and entities
involved in funding Hezbollah
while working closely with the
Central Bank of Lebanon and
other Lebanese institutions that
seek to maintain the integrity
and stability of the Lebanese
banking system,” the State De-
partment said.

The State Department’s com-
ment came after the US Treas-
ury Department announced
sanctions on Lebanon’s Jammal
Trust Bank for providing finan-
cial services to Hezbollah, and
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north-eastern part of Syria, they
have urged Moscow to mediate
in the talks with Bashar Al- As-
sad. Ilham Ahmad, co- chair-
man of the SDF[ Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces], who held
negotiations with the Syrian
government, week visited Rus-
sian military air base in Syria [
Hmeimim- Tartous] last week,
coinciding with the Turkish
threat to invade the Eastern Eu-
phrates and create a safe zone.

Moscow has always spoken in
general terms of its will to be
‘the guarantor of the Kurdish
rights in Syria’ as part of a
propaganda aimed for the me-
dia, in return for the American
military departure and in favour
of Assad reclaiming full control
of Syria. On the other hand,
Russia always has always in-
sisted that Syrian Kurds must to
reconcile with the Syrian re-
gime without any guarantee of
their constitutional rights such

on several financial intermedi-
aries accused of transferring
funds to the Palestinian Hamas
movement.

The US Treasury Department
announced that it had included
Jammal Trust Bank on the sanc-
tions list, as a major financial
institution for Hezbollah. Sigal
Mandelker, Under Secretary for
Terrorism and Financial Intelli-
gence, said in a statement, that
the “Treasury is targeting Jam-
mal Trust Bank and its subsidi-
aries for brazenly enabling Hiz-
ballah’s financial activities”
including using accounts to
funnel money to its representa-
tives and their families.

The bank is accused of allow-
ing Hezbollah to “hide its ac-
tive banking relationship with
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as autonomy or self- govern-
ance.

Russia has been using the

‘Kurdish card’ to serve its in-
terests. The Russians want to
take control over most of the
Syrian territories, including the
Northeast which is under the
control of the US and its allies,
the Kurds. Russia’s secret mo-
tive is to put its hands on the
resources in the Eastern Eu-
phrates such as oil, gas, water
and crops, as has been the case
in the areas under Assad’s con-
trol. Russia signed a long-term
trade agreement with the Syri-
an government, including the
purchase of the port of Tartous
and Latakia and full control of
the military bases and the army.
In October 2018, Sergei Lav-
rov, the top Russian diplomat,
said:

“ the US has planned to estab-
lish a territory that would be a
kind of prototype of a new
state, the idea of the so-called

Hezbollah

several organizations of the
Martyrs Foundation,” a US-pro-
scribed  institution that has
been on the list since 2007. It is
a semi-official Iranian entity
that provides financial support
to Hezbollah in particular.

Four insurance companies affil-
iated with Jammal Trust were
also blacklisted.

“Corrupt financial institutions
such as the Jammal Trust pose a
direct threat to the integrity of
the Lebanese financial system,”
Mandelker said.The Treasury
Department said in a statement
that it was urging the Lebanese
government to mitigate the im-
pact of these sanctions on “in-
nocent bank account holders
who do not know that Hezbol-
lah is putting their savings at

unified Kurdistan”.

Moscow believes that the
American support for the Kurds
is an attempt to continue for-
eign interference in Syria and
threaten the unity of the coun-
try. Furthermore, Russia offi-
cially line states that the US
military presence in Syria has
no legal basis , however, the
same position does not apply to
Turkey and Iran despite their
military intervention in Syria,
or Russia itself.

This issue was on the table of
the negotiations in Astana at
thel3th round of meetings on
Syria on 2 August. Russia along
with Iran and Turkey as ‘guar-
antor countries’ stated that they
rejected the Kurdish separatists
agenda in North Syria’. All
three countries announced their
disagreement to the autono-
mous regions set up by the Syr-
ian Kurds in North Syria, on the
basis that it would threaten the

risk.”’A US official said the
pressure on Jammal Trust, a
modest but favored institution
of Hezbollah, should be seen as
a warning. “Hezbollah and its

sovereignty and unity of the
country.

Meanwhile, relations between
Russia and Turkey have fluctu-
ated wildly after Moscow’s in-
tervention in Syria, in Septem-
ber 2015 to support the Assad’s
regime, but Moscow’s green
light for operation “ Olive
Branch” in Kurdish areas of Af-
rin and Turkey’s apparent si-
lence on Eastern Ghouta, shows
some parameters in the politi-
cal bargaining processes.

This shows a contradiction in
the official position of Russia
over its claim to maintain the
territorial unity and sovereignty
of Syria and what has been de-
clared in the last round of As-
tana’s meeting. Consequently,
Moscow will not be able to lead
any negotiations as a neutral
party because it has always
supported the Bashar Al- As-
sad’s regime.

Washington: We will continue to target entities that fund

Iranian masters must remain
outside Lebanon’s financial in-
stitutions.” “This strategy is to
curb all funding opportunities,”
he said.

Beirut : a branch Jammal Trust Bank
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Erdogan threatens to Flood Europe
with Syrian refugees

It is become fashionable in re-
cent months to say that the war
in Syria is effectively over, that
Bashar al-Assad has won and is
staying put in Damascus. But
hugely important issues remain
to be resolved. The biggest is
the fate of the Idlib area in the
north-west. Another is the fu-
ture of Syrians who fled their
homeland since 2011 — espe-
cially the largest group of all in
neighbouring Turkey.

In the early days President Re-
cep Tayib Erdogan wanted to
see Assad go and supported or
turned a blind eye to different
groups of Syrian and other re-
bels seeking his overthrow.
Eight years since the beginning
of the bloodiest crisis of the
Arab Spring 3.6 million Syrian
refugees remain in Turkey —
more than any other country in
the world. Broadly speaking
Erdogan welcomed them. For
domestic and other reasons,
that is now changing.

In the past few weeks hundreds
of Syrians have been forced to
leave Turkish cities on buses
escorted by police vehicles to
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caricature / Jawad Murad

border areas that are controlled
by the United States and its
Kurdish allies — in line with
Ankara’s demand for the crea-
tion of a buffer zone inside Syr-
ia. If that does not happen, Er-
dogan has started to threaten,
then he will “open the gates”
for millions of Syrians to be
sent to Europe.
In March 2016 the European
Union agreed to give Turkey 6
billion euros to help control the
flow of migrants — action that
was criticised as a grubby bribe
designed to lessen the pressure
felt by European governments
from the rise of anti-immigrant
movements. The German chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s open-
door policy caused a severe
populist backlash. On Septem-
ber 11 Erdogan told Merkel
that Turkey had so far spent
$40 billion supporting the refu-
gees.
Now Turkish officials and com-
mentators are warning that the
migrant problem risks growing
exponentially and that the EU
must do far more to help. The
situation in Idlib, where three
million civilians, many of them
TEL
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displaced women and children,
are trapped between the Assad
regime, backed by Russia, and
Islamist and jihadi groups,
threatens to make it not only
worse — but uncontrollable.

Hostility to Syrians has grown
amongst ordinary Turks, large-
ly due to the weakness of the
economy. With unemployment
and inflation soaring, many
blame the refugees. In July one
poll showed that 82% of Turks
wanted to send Syrians home.
But the number of Syrians in
Turkey increased by 10,466 be-
tween July and August alone.
More than 430,000 Syrian ba-
bies have been born in Turkey
since 2011. Most parents send

their children to Turkish
schools.
Arabic signs were recently

banned in Istanbul, home to
over 500,000 Syrians. In Ga-
zientep, close to the border,
Syrians, many from Aleppo,
make up 20% of the popula-
tion. The defeats suffered by
Erdogan’s ruling AKP party in
municipal elections earlier this
year were widely blamed on
rising discontent over their

presence. The fear of mass de-
portations is growing.

The solution was meant to be
the establishment of a safe zone
in northern Syria, mainly east
of the Euphrates, where Kurd-
ish militias such as the People’s
Protection Units (YPG) are en-
trenched. The YPG has been a
key part of the US-backed
force fighting Islamic State
(Daesh) but which Turkey re-
gards as a terrorist organization
linked to the PKK — which is
also banned by the US and the
EU.

The creation of the safe zone,
as Erdogan saw it, would
achieve two things simultane-
ously: the removal of Kurdish
militias from the border with
Syria and the relocation of one
million refugees into that zone,
providing the displaced Syri-
ans with a new home in their
own war-ravaged country.

“If Turkey were to crumble un-
der the burden of refugees and
the weight of security prob-
lems,” wrote Hurriyet column-
ist Barcin Yinanc, “the nega-
tive consequences will be felt
from Athens to London.” Sa-
bah pundit Ozan Ceyhun was
even blunter: ’For the citizens
of the Republic of Turkey
and the EU, the most correct
solution would be to allow
the refugees to live in the safe
zone. Otherwise it will be
chaos and calamity for every-
one.”

The difficulty is that there are
significant differences be-
tween Ankara and Wash-
ington — as well as
western allies like
France and Britain.
Erdogan wants the
zone to be 20 miles
deep and run for 300
miles along the Turk-
ish-Syrian border. The Ameri-
cans have so far limited Tur-
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key’s access to just a few miles.
The result is that Turkey has
angrily denounced “cosmetic”
efforts by a “so-called ally who
can’t act independently of a ter-
rorist ~organization.”  Syria,
backed by Russia, has called
the plan a violation of its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.

It is all a bleak reminder that
even though Assad still rules in
Damascus after eight bloody
years, the effects on Syria, its
people, the wider Middle East,
Turkey and Europe are far from
over.
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OPINION

What does Turkey Want from the Kurds?

Turkey has threatened to launch
a massive military operation
against the US-backed ‘the
Syrian Democratic Forces’,

which are mainly made up of

the Syrian Kurds despite its re-
cent agreement with the United
States regarding the “safe zone”
in north and north-eastern Syr-
ia. This was announced repeat-
edly by the Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan during
his recent televised speeches
and his shuttle tours in Turkey.

Jwan Dibo

£ The Turkish President has stat-
= ed “We will begin our opera-
— tion to free the east of the Eu-
<zc phrates [river] from the
M separatist organization within a
e few weeks. Our target is not the
= American soldiers — it is the
terror organizations that are ac-
tive in the region.”
What made the relationship be-
tween Turkey and Kurds more
tense and complex during last
years is the capability of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD)
in Syria, the PKK strong ally in
the Syrian Kurdistan to play an
important role in the Syrian di-
lemma since 2012. Turkish
- government has announced dis-
Stinctly that Turkey will not al-
“low the Kurds in Syria to have
i their own independent status,
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even within a new unified fed-
eral Syria. In this context, doz-
ens of international reports in-
dicated explicitly that Turkey
has helped many extremist
groups in Syria, including ISIL,
in order to undermine the Kurd-
ish self-administration in Roja-
va. In addition, Turkey has
been applying a robust eco-
nomic blockade against Kurd-
ish regions in Syria. The recent
Turkish communications with
al-Assad regime under the Rus-
sian supervision were estab-
lished based on the obsessions
and rejection of both sides to an
autonomous Kurdish region in
Syria.

The rise of Kurdish influence in
Syria since the eruption of the
Syrian civil war in 2011 is a
real concern for the Turkish
state. Kurdish aspiration to-
wards freedom and emancipa-
tion in Syria as well as every-
where is a red line for Turkey
and a matter that impacts its
national security according to
Turkish  interpretation and
propaganda.

On this basis, Turkey strives to
curb Kurdish attempts to ac-
complish their own goals in
freedom almost everywhere in
the Middle East. In this con-
text, Turkey has been working
hard on several fronts at the
same time. Since 1984, Turkey
has been waging a fierce war
against the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK) led by Abdullah
Ocalan, who is sentenced to life
imprisonment in the Turkish is-
land of Imrali since 1999. For
more than 20 months, Turkish
authorities have arrested many
Kurdish parliamentarians and
the heads of the Democratic
People’s Party on charges of
communicating with PKK,
which is classified as a terrorist
group by the Turkish govern-
ment. Last month, Turkish gov-
ernment ousted three Kurdish
mayors from their post on sus-
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picion of links to PKK, al-
though they were democratical-
ly elected.

Furthermore, in September
2017, Turkey mobilized dozens
of military vehicles and tanks
and hundreds of soldiers on the
border of the Kurdistan region
in Iraq during the Kurdish ref-
erendum for independence.
Moreover, Turkey threatened to
invade and occupy the Iraqi
Kurdistan in case the Kurds de-
clare the independence and
even to undermine its federal-
ism enjoyed since 2003, if nec-
essary.

On 20th January 2018, Turkish
forces, with the help of Syrian
Islamist militants, launched an
air and ground war aimed at oc-
cupying the predominantly
Kurdish region of Afrin in
northwest Syria and expelling
the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units which forms the bulk of
Syrian  Democratic  Forces

(SDF). On 18 March, Turkey
and its allies succeeded to enter
the city of Afrin, the move that

caused the displacement of
dozens of thousands of its
Kurdish habitants.

Turkey has occupied the region
of Afrin with the aim of sever-
ing the Kurdish areas in Syria
from each other. In other words,
separating the Western and
Eastern areas of the Euphrates
River from each other. Thus,
the Syrian Kurds will not be
able to reach the shores of the
Mediterranean and declare the
independent state according to
Turkish allegations.

Nowadays, Turkey wants to re-
peat what it did in Afrin in the
east of the Euphrates too. How-
ever, what prevents it from do-
ing so is the U.S. military pres-
ence there. This military
presence which was accompa-
nied by unrivalled support for
the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG) which forms the
backbone of the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF). This sup-
port has strained U.S-Turkish
relations throughout the Syrian
Crisis.
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Turkey’s problem is not with
PPK in Turkey or with the
Democratic Union Party and
the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units in Syria or with Kurdis-
tan Regional Government in
Iraqi Kurdistan, but it is with
Kurdish efforts and endeavours
for freedom and rights irrespec-
tive of the formulations and
forms. One sentence had been
saying by the former Turkish
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit
that summed up the Turkish
policy on Kurdish attempts for
freedom, rights, and independ-
ence over the course of a centu-
ry

“We will fight against the
establishment of a Kurdish
state, even if it appears in
South Africa”

Knowing that the Syrian Kurds
struggle for their own rights
within the framework of a new
federal Syria and do not intend
to secede.
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This East is Killing us!

Rima Flihan

Women have never had equal
status with men, neither as hu-
man beings nor as citizens, in
our ailing East with distorted
values and defective masculini-
ty linking a man’s social status
to his control over women and
his ability to control their ac-
tions and restrict their freedom,
which is practically known as
domestic violence.

domestic violence is defined as
the desire to control, or by the
abuser’s control against the
victim, it is not only linked to
the violence of the husband
against the wife but extends to
violence against children and
the elderly and generally vul-
nerable groups in society and in
our Arab societies women and
children are the most vulnera-
ble, and they are the most ex-
posed to violence.

This violence includes verbal,
physical, emotional, social,
sexual, economic and even le-
gal violence, as a result of
which many crimes are com-
mitted,  including  honour
crimes committed by male
family members against wom-
en without any deterrent

The crime of “lack of honour”
may be committed for the most
insignificant reasons, and is
linked to that macho man’s fear
that his manhood and ability to
control the women of the fami-
ly and the tribe may be shaken
before relatives and tribal soci-
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ety, which leads our societies to
this day, even though they try
to appear otherwise, and cer-
tainly under the protection of
laws that reduce the penalty for
the murderer and kill the victim

This is not only about the miti-
gating laws against the murder-
er under the pretext of honour,
but also that most of the laws of
our east are devoid of laws that
hold accountable and regulate
cases of domestic violence.
And the absence of social insti-
tutions to protect the victims
and accompany children ex-
posed to violence, as in the
countries of the civilized world.
In our East Minors are married,
women’s rights are violated,
and raped women are forced to
marry those who raped them. In
this East, a man has the right to
beat, divorce, insult, blackmail
and take away custody. He is
also entitled to marry and di-
vorce the women he considers
under his guardianship, with a
dreadful legal and social bless-
ing

All of this is fundamentally
linked to the value and dignity
of the individual in our coun-
tries, to the extent to which our
sense of self as individuals
grows more than our belief in
the advice of the community
whatever it is, its governance,
its wishes, and its social con-
straints, whether it be a family,
a sect, a tribe or an environ-
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ment.

These groups do not realize
that societies do not grow en-
tirely if their members do not
grow and achieve a high sense
of their value as individuals,
their dignity as human beings,
and the freedom of their life
choices,

But how can this be achieved in
the absence of the value of free-
dom in our Arab countries be-
cause of the political, religious
and cultural tyranny regimes
that govern most of these coun-
tries and prevent their develop-
ment and the growth of individ-
uals and restrict their personal
freedoms by unfair laws? With
the presence of security or so-
cial repression bodies, once
represented by the intelligence
agent, once by the ruling party
officials, and once by the judge,
armed with ancient oppressive
laws that do not conform to the
International Bill of Human
Rights, once by the cleric who
entrenches fear and resignation
to societies, and once by local
figures who have power and in-
fluence in those societies.

All of these are united by the
oppression of women, the pres-
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ervation of the patriarchal soci-
eties and the power of the com-
munity over the individual,
They constitute an impediment
to personal freedoms and pub-
lic freedoms, and this leads to
the fact that all popular upris-
ings in the Arab world have had
to prioritize these social free-
doms in these countries.
Because freedom is indivisible
and those who seek the free-
dom of their homelands and
political freedoms without pay-
ing attention to personal, social
and individual freedoms cannot
be truly aware of their uprising
against injustice.

Either you are against injustice
all injustice in general and with
freedom all freedom in general
with full awareness, or you
would be a leech on those up-
risings sucking their blood,
sickening and maybe Kkilling
them unconsciously.

There is no longer any space in
this era and this world to ac-
commodate all those crimes
against Arab women in the
Arab world, once under the
pretext of honor, once because
of domestic violence, once be-
cause of social and legal injus-
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tice, and once because of un-
derdevelopment and outdated
social customs

This means that each of these
acts must be met with media
pressure and social media cam-
paigns, as well as legal and civ-
il society action, if we want our
societies to truly rise and devel-
op to a stage where all their cit-
izens feel protected and sense
their value as individuals, not
crushed by oppression, law, po-
liticization of religion and soci-
ety, and this does not contradict
the process of demanding polit-
ical freedoms but supports it.

The youth migration from these
countries to escape war, op-
pression and poverty, lack of
opportunities and underdevel-
opment of societies, and their
intolerance to differences, is the
best proof of the need to move
these societies toward a more
civilized, free, and democratic
state where the law prevails
and the dignity of the citizens is <ZC
preserved and protected, Other- %
wise, do not blame all these <ZC
young men and women who &~

83
leave this East, this East is kill- E
ing us! o
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OPINION

Never Shake Hands with a War Criminal

Iranian Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif met his
Swedish counterpart on Aug
20, 2019, as part of a Scandina-
vian tour.
Iranian diaspora and supporters
of the Iranian opposition group
People’s Mojahedin Organiza-
tion of Iran (PMOI/MEK), held
— a rally on Wednesday, August
Z 21, protesting the visit by Javad
= Zarif.
; Protesters held signs and chant-
= ed slogans: “Javad Zarif is a
 murderer, No one should nego-
o tiate with him,” “Javad Zarif is
r the enemy of Iranians,” “Javad
E Zarif is a charlatan, He’s the
Z enemy of the Iranian people.”
=, The protesters also held signs
~ reading, “Zarif get lost!” “Ex-
E pel Iranian regime operatives
from Scandinavian countries”
and “Expel Javad Zarif.”
According to an NCRI state-
ment, Javad Zarif, the foreign
minister of the religious dicta-
torship ruling Iran, threatened
Iranian protesters in Stockholm
with death, brazenly boasting
that the regime’s agents and op-
eratives would “eat them alive.”
In an interview with the state-
run Press TV on August 21, he
grailed at Iranian protesters de-
~manding his expulsion from
Eé Sweden. “Ask any of those in-
8 dividuals standing outside to
5 attend any meetings with Irani-
O ans [meaning the regime’s Rev-
10 OCTOBER 2019 Issue 4

Protesters visit Zarif

olutionary Guards and agents]
and then see whether they
would survive. They would not
stay alive for a minute... They
cannot even stay in Iraq be-
cause the people of Iraq will eat
them alive.”

As such, Zarif reveals his own
murderous nature and that of
the mullahs’ medieval regime,
which has executed 120,000
dissidents on political charges
in the past four decades.

When the mullahs’ foreign
minister threatens Iranian pro-
testers to death in Stockholm,
one can imagine what is hap-
pening in the regime’s prisons
and torture chambers and how
dissidents and political prison-
ers are being treated.

Zarif’s remarks show once
again that receiving the mul-
lahs’ foreign minister embold-
ens the regime to engage in ter-
rorism, murder, and
warmongering, and clearly
runs counter to the interests of
the Iranian people, who are
seeking the ruling theocracy’s
overthrow and the establish-
ment of democracy and popular
sovereignty in Iran.

In the meantime, the Swedish
government is now facing
strong criticism. One member
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of the Swedish Parliament from
the Conservative Party criti-
cized Swedish Prime Minister
Stefan Lofven for confirming
the Iranian regime’s positions.
Swedish Foreign Minister Mar-
got Wallstrom held a press con-
ference in regard to Zarif’s vis-
it.

“We did not invite Zarif.
He came himself,”

she emphasized. The press con-
ference was held without
Zarif’s presence and reporters
began asking questions about
strong protests held by Iranians
in Sweden against Zarif’s visit,
demanding answers as to why
such an individual was accept-
ed in Sweden.

A reporter from Sweden’s Ex-
press asked, “various parties
protested against the visit and
the meeting. There has been a
demonstration outside of this
building all afternoon. What is
your response?”

Another reporter asked, “The
protesters are calling on Swe-
den to take a precise position
and impose further pressure on
the Iranian regime before any
meetings with their officials.”

Iranians in Finland had also
held a rally protesting against

Zarif’s scheduled visit to Scan-
dinavian countries.

Al Arabiya cited Swedish me-
dia covering rallies held by
PMOI/MEK supporters pro-
testing the visit by the mullahs’
top diplomat to Stockholm.

Sweden’s SVT reported three
injured protesters were trans-
ferred to hospitals and authori-
ties intervened to distance 62
individuals after the situation
became intense during Zarif’s
stay.

The United States imposed
sanctions on Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif, on Wednesday, July 31,
2019 targeting the country’s
top spokesman. “Javad Zarif
implements the reckless agenda
of Iran’s Supreme Leader and
is the regime’s primary spokes-
person around the world.”

Lars Rise, a Norwegian politi-
cian for the Christian Demo-
cratic Party wrote In his article
Titled “Hold Zarif Accountable
for Iran’s Human Rights Viola-
tions:”

Since he became foreign minis-
ter in 2013, the regime has exe-
cuted more than 3,500 people,
including women and children.
According to the Iranian oppo-
sition, more than 8,000 activ-
ists were arrested during ear-
ly-2018 protests in more than
160 cities throughout the coun-
try and a number of them were
tortured to death.

Zarif is no stranger to crimes
against humanity. He was ac-
tive as a senior career diplomat
in the United Nations in 1988
while his government butch-
ered over 30,000 political pris-
oners, members and supporters
of the Mojahedin-e Khalq, the
main opposition movement in
Iran.

A diplomat from the Iranian
embassy in Vienna has been
charged with a plot to bomb a
MEK rally in Paris on June
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2018 and is awaiting trial in
Belgium. The ambassador and
first secretary from the Iranian
embassy in Albania were ex-
pelled from that country last
December on similar charges.
Zarif is ultimately their boss.
In fact, the protesters in major
cities of Iran denouncing both
factions of the regime. They
called for the downfall of the
regime in its entirety chanting
“reformers, hardliners, the
game is over.” And the world
realized that Iranians did not
want the ruling clerics.
However, critics in the Europe-
an Union say sanctions are of-
ten poorly conceived and rarely
successful in changing a tar-
get’s conduct.

Many in the West, especially
regime apologists, say that the
U.S. sanctions hurt the people
of Iran first and foremost.

It should not come as a surprise
that Iranians think otherwise.
Of course, regime supporters
are portrayed on state-run TV
as blaming the current state of
the economy on the U.S., call-
ing Trump their “enemy.”

But ordinary Iranians, who are
actually under the most eco-
nomic pressure, were heard
chanting, “Our enemy is right
here, they lie when they say it’s
America,” in recent protests

Perviz S. Khazai
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A hundred years later, the Kurdish
question is again at the gates of Europe!

These days marks the 99th an-
niversary of the Treaty of
Sévres (August 10, 1920), pre-
scribing the collapse of the Ot-
toman Empire after World War
I by European countries, which
included the abandonment by
the Ottoman Empire of “territo-
ries inhabited by non-Turkish
peoples.”

For the first time in the history
of world diplomacy, a docu-
ment was born defining the “lo-
cal autonomy” of the areas of
continuous settlement of Kurds.
This agreement gave birth to
new political entities on the
map of the Middle East, such as
Syria, Iraq, Jordan. This agree-
ment recognized in three para-
graphs 62-63-64 similar rights
for Kurds and allowed the crea-
tion of a Kurdish territorial en-
tity. However, the real refusal
by the Europeans of their obli-
gations and the cunning of the
diplomatic games of the new
Turkey not only prevented the
creation of a Kurdish national
state, but also greatly compli-
cated the Kurdish issue.

Three years later, under the
Lausanne Treaty of 1923, Tur-
key refused to fulfil all its obli-
gations with respect to the
Kurdish problem. Worse, if the
Kurdish territories until the
1920s were divided only be-
tween two countries (Iran and
the Ottoman Empire), the Trea-
ty of Sevres and subsequent
treaties secured the control of
new countries (Syria and Iraq)
over parts of Kurdistan.
Although the new division dis-
persed the forces of the Kurd-
ish movement and lost the cen-
tralization of forces, in reality,
the Kurdish resistance did not
stop in military and political as-
pects; but continued to demand
its national rights and to be free
to this day, both in new and old
entities.

The history of the Kurdish peo-
ple is a series of armed upris-
ings against the enslavers, a
story reminiscent of the process
of tempering iron, a story about
refusing to give up.
WWW.THELEVANTNEWS.COM

It should be noted that at pres-
ent, the Kurdish movement is
active in all four countries that
share the ethnic homeland of
the Kurds, and it is growing at
an unprecedented pace.
The merit and efforts of indi-
vidual Kurdish forces in the
fight against ISIS and Islamic
extremism are invaluable.
Kurds are united with the world
community in the fight against
international terrorism.
The position of the vast majori-
ty of civilized countries is ex-
pressed in supporting the leg-
endary resistance of the
Kurdish people. The liberation
of the city of Kobani in 2014
from the occupation of the Is-
lamic State (ISIS), laid the
foundation for the recognition
of the dominant role of the
Kurds in the fight against ter-
rorists. And the dedication and
cohesion of the Kurds has be-
come the basis of respect for
the Kurds on the part of all
mankind in all its senses.
It was a really rare epic about
the cooperation of the entire
civilized world against the
forces of darkness and global
terrorism, achieved by the unit-
ed actions of Kurdish women
and youth groups. Then, after
Kobani, in March 2019 there
was Bagoz, eastern Syria.
The whole world watched, as
from television screens, tens of
thousands of supporters of the
Islamic state surrendered to
Kurdish fighters.
This human saga about the
courage of Kurdish girls is con-
firmed by reliable photographs
of their exploits and victories.
The image of beautiful girls in
modern military uniform makes
ISIL women dressed in black
shudder.
It is impossible not to say about
the support and efforts of the
international coalition in the
fight against ISIS in the frame-
work of protecting human val-
ues, but it cost the lives and
blood of tens of thousands of
young Kurds....
On various fronts against abso-
TEI
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lute obscurantism, Kurdish
blood was mixed with the blood
of victims from the United
States, Russia, France, Great
Britain ... And this gives us un-
derstanding and hope that Eu-
rope, maybe this time, a hun-
dred years later, after the
“betrayal” of the Treaty of
Sevres, will face the Kurds and
not leave them alone in the

trenches of the war against ISIS
L.

Dr. Radwan Badini

It is undeniable that the Kurds
remain hope for an objective
understanding on the part of the
world community, their mod-
ern role, their bold position of
warriors in the face of obscu-
rantism and the threat to Eu-
rope.

We heard such notes and ges-
tures from the lips of the great
politicians of our time and the
first political players in the in-
ternational arena. We have al-
ready heard encouraging state-
ments from Trump — America,
Putin — Russia, Macron -
France, Johnson — Great Brit-
ain and Merkel — Germany.
And with hope in our hearts,
we believe that the lessons of
the valiant Kurdish resistance
can still be the key to gaining
well-deserved freedom and re-
spect. This is the key to the
trust of the whole world in the
Kurds, the perception of the
Kurds as a reliable and full-
fledged partner, heroic people.
Understanding that the Kurds

finally need to decide their own
destiny, even within the borders
of the countries that divided the
lands of their ancestors.
However, unfortunately, even
this rare opportunity, which al-
lowed shaping public opinion
and recognizing the merits of
the Kurds, accepting them as
guardians of the recognized hu-
man values of the civilized
world, did not increase recog-
nition of their role as genuine
partners among the influential
states of the world. This new
mission did not help enlist the
support of superpowers in pro-
moting Kurdish “self-govern-
ment” based on the principles
of peaceful coexistence and
equal rights of all people, reli-
gions and faiths.
Unfortunately, most European
countries are not seriously con-
cerned about their own securi-
ty, around the Kurdish issue,
within their countries. Every-
one considers it a priority to
support the far-fetched “nation-
al security of Turkey.” There-
fore, since in the last century
Europe evaded its international
obligations and did not assume
historical responsibility for the
separation of the Kurds, today,
after almost a hundred years, it
again refuses to support ele-
mentary rights for the Kurds,
including the right to be recog-
nized as such. And this is at a
time when the real wounds of
tens of thousands of Kurdish
fighters in Syria and Iraq have
not yet healed, and the grass
has not yet grown on the graves
of the new fallen, defending
human dignity, the world for
Europe and the whole world
will seem ghostly...

The current reality is shown by
the fact that most European
countries are indifferent to the
fate of 40 million Kurds, and
only partially, when it comes to
the waves of migration from
the countries of the East to Eu-
rope, they are remembered. To-
day, the Kurdish population is
almost three million people in
various European countries,
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and Kurdish migration has
turned among other tributaries
of migration into a real threat to
the security and stability of Eu-
ropean countries!

What can be expected from the
West as a whole and the Euro-
pean Union and America in
particular, joint agreements and
alliances? This aspect of the is-
sue is based on what exactly is
happening these days that are
witnessing the boil of the Kurd-
ish region as a whole, and the
Kurdish issue has become a
priority in international poli-
tics! Do Europe and America
admit their guilt in the human
catastrophe that befell the
Kurdish nation?

In short, the news coming from
different parts of Kurdistan,
which clogged up pages, sites
and international channels,
reads:

The Kurdish question is again
at the gates of Europe, the great
countries of our era are discuss-
ing the fate of the people at the
negotiating table. At the begin- =
ning of the last century, Europe ‘2
stood for the creation of fraud-
ulent entities, often not justify-
ing the conditions of existence; 5
and stood behind the failures of E
the subsequent Kurdish move- v
ment until it became the big-
gest national problem in an un-
resolved era. Today, the %
political and military landscape 7,
is almost repeating, and only in :
names and numbers is very dif- E
ferent from what it was a hun-
dred years ago.

I would like to hope that after
Kurdish blood was recently
mixed with European blood in
the legendary human epic in re-
pelling the threat of terrorism
from Europe and from all over
the world, European nations
will look Kurd s in the eyes and
recognize their right to life and
existence. And they will not __
turn a blind eye to the repres- =
sion against them from the€!
countries of the Kurd s who di- rgé
vide their homeland, even if the©
Kurd s repelled the threat ofS
ISIS from them for a while 11 o
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Bruce Mabley photographed at Avesta Turkish-Kurdish restaurant in Montreal. June 20th 2016. (Photograph by Roger Lemoyne)

Dr. Bruce Mabley is a former Canadian diplomat having served in the Middle
East and is the director of the Mackenzie-Papineau think tank in Montreal.

An exclusive interview with Canada’s Rogue Diplomat (1)
describing for the first time in some detail his efforts
in opposing the Bashar al-Assad regime.

Levant: In what -capacity
were you involved in the early
years of the Syrian revolu-
tion?

Mabley: I was posted to the
Canadian Embassy in Ankara
from 2010 to 2013 during
which time I was tasked with
reporting on events in Syria and
Turkey to Ottawa and the Five
Eyes network. I was part of a
special group of officers sent to
crisis zones around the world.
My original intention and pri-
ority was to report on the situa-
tion of the Kurds in Turkey.
The advent of the Syrian crisis
changed all that.

I should mention that I was part
of an elite group within the For-
eign Affairs Ministry called
Global Reporting Security Pro-
gramme (GRSP), which was
established after the events of
September 11, 2001. Officers

TEL: +44 2083570408

are sent to crisis regions around
the world and required to con-
duct one on one reporting of
multiple foreign actors includ-
ing those not normally part of
the Political Section such as the
MFA or NGOs. It was an inno-
vative programme that only ex-
ists at the Canadian Foreign
Ministry (although its existence
is denied by the Ministry).
Levant: Did the diplomatic
community think that Syria
was to be another example of
the Arab Spring?

Mabley: No one really saw the
Arab uprising in 2010-11 be-
fore it happened. The European
missions were lulled into a
sense of apathy reinforced by
their Turkish academic and
government contacts. The only
issue that made me hesitate
were the reports I was sent
about how the peaceful demon-

strators had no fear of authori-
ties and their armed police and
special squads.

This was new and this made me
hesitate before judging the
Arab Spring. Assad had plenty
of thugs and police but activists
had little or no apparent fear of
them anymore. Fear is the ma-
jor asset of thugs and dictators.
If it is no longer effective,
something profound was hap-
pening. Albert Camus’ The Re-
belis the best example I can
think of to explain this.

Levant: Can you enumerate
your activities with the Syri-
an activists.

Mabley: It was fairly wide
ranging.

I organized the first public
meeting of the Syrian National
Congress with the diplomatic
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community on Canadian soil at
the Ankara Embassy. I assisted
dissidents in the Cyber War to
evade capture by Assad’s
henchmen. This was done in
conjunction with the Citizen’s
Lab at the University of Toron-
to. (2)I helped some activists
leave the crisis zone and pro-
tected the activists’ families
from the Turkish bureaucratic
measures. At one point, I
crossed over into Syria at Atme
to observe refugee camps and
report back to the Five Eyes.

Levant: Did you observe a
polarization of the Syrian dis-
sidents?

Mabley: Yes, regrettably and
this was due to the apathy of the
Western Powers. In my view,
the democratic groups should
have been armed and trained
with Western assistance. In-
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stead, the assistance was inef-
fective and had little impact.
This apathy especially by the
Obama administration left the
way open for Saudis and Qa-
taris to proselytize and encour-
age Islamic radicalism. Syrians
are not Islamists by nature and
constitute a highly European-
ized democratic polity. The
state is sick but the limbs are
functioning: that is the message
of the Arab Spring.

Levant: Were the European
countries, America and Can-
ada wanting to change the
Syrian regime?

Regime change was never real-
ly in the cards. In the United
States, president Obama was
distracted by the 2012 election
and General Petracus and Sec-
retary of State Hilary Clinton
were unable to convince him to
arm the democratic factions of
the Syrian rebellion. In Canada,
foreign policy in the Arab
world follows closely the
American lead and the right-
wing Conservative Govern-
ment of Stephen Harper did lit-
tle to dispel its Israel-only
policy. The excuse given by the
Western powers that they might
be arming radical Islamist
groups was misleading. They
had diplomats on the ground
like me telling them which
groups could be trusted. The
Western powers lied to their
people about that fact and pre-
ferred to talk of ‘leading from
behind’.

Levant: We heard about
thefts and money earmarked
to supportrefugees from
many countries, including
Canada, money that went to
suspicious organisations.?

Mobley: I cannot answer that.
The only thing I can say is that
the majority of Canadians have
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opened their doors to the Syri-
an refugees and continue to
have a positive view of the
newcomers. Of course, every-
one hopes that one day they
will be able to return and live in
peace in a new Syria without
Bashar al-Assad and his crimi-
nal government. Unfortunately,
the Canadian government does
not have a Syria policy, which
would have complemented the
immigration effort.

Levant: Why did the Syrian
opposition fail to unite the
world opinion to confront the
Assad regime?

Mobley: Excellent question.
There is blame on both sides.
The West has no interest in de-
veloping an enlightened Mid-
dle East policy and this reflects
the Israel-only principle. On
the Syrian opposition side, it
would have been useful to have
had an internationally recog-
nized leader of the democratic
opposition. In this regard, the
Muslim Brotherhood with their
cloak of secrecy and taste for
political games did not help.
Yet, it came down to a series of
errors. The West must learn that
Syrian activists are the sons
and daughters of liberty in the
same right as the American rev-
olutionaries who battled British
autocracy to gain freedom.
Leaving political friends and
allies in the field without the
means to defend themselves is
criminal and amounts to self-in-
flicted harm.

Levant: How do you see the
Turkish and Qatari role and
how did it reflect negatively
on the destruction of the Syr-
ian revolution?

Mabley: Myself, and most of
my diplomatic colleagues, un-
derstood in the early years of
the Syrian rebellion the need to
arm and assist the democratic
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factions. That message was re-
layed to the highest political
levels in each of the Five Eyes
countries. The message was
clear: assist the opposition or
be prepared to see a sharp Isla-
mist ‘virage’ instigated by Sau-
di and Qatari agents. The latter
did have arms and required pi-
ous declarations from local
commanders in order to pro-
vide access to the aid. In the
absence of Western support, the
rebellion moved towards a nar-
rower Islamist form. That suit-
ed the Turks who sought to im-
pede Western aid to the Syrian
refugees. That was the message
I sought to relay by crossing
into Syria at Atme and touring
the Olive Tree camp. My report
hit the Five Eyes like a stick of
dynamite. It had a positive im-
pact in as much as the Western
powers forced their way into
the refugee aid scene. Within
months though, foreign policy
bureaucrats covered up the
truth and the West returned to
its  self-contented  slumber
while Russia and Iran ramped
up their support for Bashar
al-Assad.

Levant: How do you see the
Muslim Brotherhood, which
controlled the elements of the
Syrian opposition and its or-
ganisations?

Mabley: I already mentioned
the MB role. It has not always
been helpful and too often is
vulnerable to the aims and ob-
jectives of Turkish intelligence.
Moreover, one of the fatal
weaknesses of the Syrian upris-
ing is the lack of unity of its
constituent parts.

Levant: You worked with a
group of young Syrian oppo-
sition to support the Syrian
people since 2011. Where are
they today? Why were they
neutralised from the Syrian

opposition formations?
Mabley: I still admire the brav-
ery and spirit of those young
Syrian dissidents. In Canada,
and elsewhere, I have commu-
nicated this and how their be-
lief in freedom make them nat-
ural allies for the West. I will
never abandon them. The ones
who 1 helped save from the
clutches of the Assad regime
will, one day, take power and
govern a new free Syria. They
will have families, live in free-
dom and enjoy life. That is my
dream for you and your fellow
activists. I can assure you that
many of us are waiting for signs
from the democratic opposition
to raise our voices further in
your support. The road ahead
will be tough and that is why
you must organize along the
lines of democratic centralism
in order to prepare for taking
power. The advantage: Bashar
and his Iranian and Russian al-
lies are paper tigers. Your lack
of unity and outreach to situa-
tional and natural allies inside
Syria and abroad is empower-
ing these forces of reaction and
hate.

Levant: Are you optimistic
about the future of Syria?

Mabley: I will always be opti-
mistic because | saw in the eyes
of the Syrian activists the same
flame of freedom and thirst for
liberty that exists in resilient
people around the world. In the
1950s, Castro and Che disem-
barked in Cuba with one hun-
dred supporters. Several years
later, Cuba was free and the
corrupt Batista dictatorship
propped up by the Americans
was dead in the water. Syrian
rebels need to a) promote the
ideal of freedom and democra-
cy inside Syria while at the
same time organising them-
selves like Lenin suggested in
his 1905 What is to be Done?b)

promote a public and military
wing much like the MB organi-
sation itself only without the
games, c) strike at the Russian
and Iranian assets inside Syria
in hit and run attacks, d) organ-
ize bold surprise attacks against
Air Force Intelligence wherev-
er it may implant itself in order
to build morale and inspire
confidence, e) organize an in-
ternational effort to fund and
arm the democratic factions of
the Syrian opposition and to
augment its visibility and influ-
ence abroad and f) nominate as
soon as possible a multi-lingual
leader to represent the demo-
cratic movement inside Syria
and faire a prodigious pro-
gramme of ethnic, tribal and
linguistic outreach.

Levant: What do you expect
the Syrian state to look like as
it was or to become a decen-
tralised state?

Mabley: Syria’s borders were
established after the Treaty of
Versailles in 1919. Colonial
powers established them hav-
ing consulted little with the
people or even geo-political re-
gional experts. Do not ask me
to validate those borders. How-
ever, a federal Syria with a cen-
tral government in Damascus ;
might not be a bad idea. Feder-
alism is one of the better solu- =
tions to bind together groups ~
with very diverse ethnic, lin- 2
guistic and tribal differences. =
Federalism is not a panacea but E
it maps out a process, the same %
one that the Syrian opposition 7
ought to follow in order to be =
victorious over Bashar al-As- E
sad. A federal Syria would al-
low the Kurds the autonomy
they need in order to function
and be a people. Federalism
does not work and could never
work with a Bashar al-Assad in
power in charge of a unitary
state.
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