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The leaks that

unexpectedly happened in the
Nord Stream gas pipelines have
proposed many hypotheses.
The head of the International
Energy Agency said it was
“very obvious” who did it.
Russia said allegations of
Russian responsibility were
stupid and Russian officials
have said the USA wanted to
sell more gas to Europe so it
had a motive.
U.S. Defense Secretary said it
was still too soon to accuse and
a full investigation was needed.
Experts say the amount of the
damage and the fact that the
leaks are far from one other
on two different pipelines
tells that what happened was
intentional.

'The USA wants to impose new
sanctions targeting Iran's oil exports

Two well-informed
sources told Bloomberg that the
USA wants to impose sanctions
targeting Iranian oil exports, as
the Biden administration looks
for ways to sever a financial
lifeline and press Tehran to
return to the 2015 nuclear deal.
The source confirmed the
sanctions will focus on entities
facilitating the oil trade and will
be part of a broader plan to step
up sanctions on Tehran in the
coming weeks. Iran has stepped

up oil exports in the face of
a sanctions regime that went
back into effect after former
President Donald Trump quit
the multinational Iran nuclear
deal in 2018.

Those exports have recently
fallen from a peak of 1 million
barrels a day as Tehran faces
increased competition from
Russia, which is eager to sell at
discounted prices to counter
a separate array of sanctions
imposed over the war in
Ukraine.

International condemnation of Iranian strikes
on the Kurdistan region

On September 26, the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
launched 73 missiles and dozens of armed
drones at 42 targets across a 250-mile-wide
area in Iraqi Kurdistan.

The Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs
condemned the attack, and the USA
condemned the strikes, calling them rude.
The UN Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) said that Iraq, incl. the KR,
rejects the notion that it can be treated as
the region’s “backyard” where neighbours
routinely, and with impunity, violate its
sovereignty. Rocket diplomacy is a reckless
act with devastating consequences. These

attacks need to cease immediately.

The Kurdistan Regional Government
stated: «We strongly condemn the
repetitive violations and abuses of the
sovereignty of the Kurdistan Region with
the missile attacks.»

Egypt condemned the Iranian attack
calling it a blatant attack on the sovereignty
and security of Iraq. As well, the Secretary-

General of the Arab League, Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, condemned the attack.

The Saudi foreign ministry emphasizes
that it completely rejects all attacks that
threaten the security and stability of
Iraq.
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'The European Union looks for ways

On July 2, the head of
the German Network Agency
Klaus Muller told Funke that
the Germans should prepare
and expect a significant
increase in gas tariffs because
gas supplies to Germany
became tense after Russia cut
supplies through Nord Stream
by 60% and technical problems
were not the cause at all.
Moldovagaz has asked the
National Energy Regulatory
Agency (ANRE) of Moldova
for permission to increase
domestic  gas tariffs by
about 61.9%. The Hungarian
government has declared a
state of emergency in energy.
Hungary called earlier the
European Union (EU) to
stop adding sanctions on Russia
over its invasion of Ukraine and
instead push for a ceasefire and the
start of negotiations. Finland’s YLE
television channel said Finland may
be faced with electricity outages
already this winter due to its refusal
to take Russian oil and gas.

European solutions

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi
arrived in Algiers to conclude deals
to boost Algerian gas supplies to
Italy, as Italy wants to replace Russia
as the main supplier of gas to Italy,
after reaching an agreement between
the Algerian company Sonatrach and
the Italian company Eni to increase
Gas exports, during Draghi's visit to
Algeria in April.

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen tweeted the
European Union (EU) intends
to double the EU's imports of
Azerbaijani gas within a few years.
«'The EU is turning to more reliable
energy suppliers. Today I'm in
Azerbaijan to sign a new agreement.
Our goal: double the gas delivery
from Azerbaijan to the EU in a few
years. Azerbaijan will be a crucial
partner for our security of supply and

to replace the Russian gas

on our way to climate neutrality,» she
tweeted.

European suggestions

On July 20, the European
Commission submitted a proposal
to reduce gas consumption by 15%
in the EU countries from August
to March. It said that Russian gas
supplies had decreased by 30% this
year compared to 2021, and the
Commission reiterated Moscow's
accusation of energy exploitation
and that Russia is trying to blackmail
the EU and uses gas as a weapon
against Europe and the new goal to
reduce gas consumption in Europe
will be announced in a meeting on
July 26. The EU is preparing for
winter without Russian gas and they
are working on alternatives, but
the proposal has not been accepted
by many EU countries. Greek
government spokesman Ioannis
Economou announced, on July 21,
that Athens refuses while Hungary
voted, on July 26, against the EU's
proposal to reduce gas consumption
and called the plan unimplementable.

Russia cut off gas supplies

In Russia, many expectations were

formed to fear the Europeans. Russia's
Gazprom said, on August 16, that it
expects gas prices in the EU will soar
by 60% to more than $4,000 per 1,000
m® this winter.

In late August, Russia cut off gas
supplies through Nord Stream 1
to Europe under the pretext of
maintenance, which raised the
prospects of recession and energy
rationing in some EU countries
which meant that gas did not flow
to Germany between August 31 and
until September 3.

After the 10-day maintenance
process of the pipeline last July, a new
maintenance process was announced
just less than two weeks ago. Moscow
reduced supplies through Nord
Stream 1 to 40% of its capacityin June,
and 20% in July saying maintenance
problems and sanctions prevent it
from getting the required equipment.
As well, Russia has cut off supplies
to Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, the
Netherlands and Poland altogether
and reduced flows through other
pipelines.

European official warnings
The Russian measures prompted

Josep Borrell, High Representative
of the European Union for Foreign

Affairs and Security Policy,
on September 4, to warn of
a difficult winter awaiting
Europe and that the upcoming
months will be decisive because
Europe's  dependence on
Russian energy constrains its
political decisions and that the
EU wants to solve this crisis.

«We will replace Russian
energy as scheduled in
December 2022. Germany

gradually filled gas stores and
chose not to use Russian fuel,»
told German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz 360 TV channel.
French President Emmanuel
Macron said, on September 5,
in a press conference with the
German Chancellor: «If the
European Commission decides
to set a ceiling for the price of Russian
gas supplied through the gas pipeline,
France will support this measure
and will support joint gas purchases
which will allow Europe to buy blue
fuel at a lower price»

The European Commission said the
new energy emergency measures
developed by the European
Commission, including the possibility
of imposing a ceiling on the price of
Russian pipeline gas are temporary,
while an informed European source
stressed that it is unlikely all EU
countries will support at the time
being the decision to set a ceiling
for the Russian gas price. «Opinions
are mixed in the EU countries, and
I do not think that most member
states will support this decision now
because everyone should understand
the impact of such a measure.»
Accordingly, it is clear that Moscow
will always use the gas card as
pressure, especially since there is a
dispute among Europeans over the
nature of relations with Russia, and
the approach of winter which will
often be the first and last winter in
which Europe will suffer from a lack
of energy as Europeans are searching
for alternative energy sources to
replace Russian gas.
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Reactions against the normalization of relations
between Hamas and the Syrian Regime

Restoring official relations
between Hamas and the Syrian
regime after ten years was severely
criticised by various political &
religious bodies and the Syrian &
Palestinian society, but Hamas said
this for the sake of the Palestinian
cause. The normalization of relations
between the two sides came after
dialogues, meetings and negotiations
that lasted for about five years. Last
Thursday, Hamas announced it would
continue to build and develop solid
relations with the Syrian regime,
after nearly 10 years of dispute.
In a press statement, Hamas officially
confirmed its decision to resume its
relationship with the Syrian regime
for what it claimed as a service to our
nation and its just causes, especially
in light of the rapid regional and
international ~developments that
affect our cause and our nation. Syria
regaining its role and position in the
Arab and Islamic nations and we
support all sincere efforts for Syria's
stability, safety, prosperity and
progress.»

Some Palestinian factions blessed
Hamas' step towards the relationship
with Syria. Among the signatories to
the statement are (Islamic Jihad, the

Popular Front, the Palestinian Free
Movement, the Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, and the
Popular Resistance Committees).
In addition, some Syrian
organisations and activists reject that
the Hamas movement normalises
relations with the Syrian regime and
that many factions bless this step.
The Syrian writer Ali Amin al-Sawadi
tweeted: «In case, a democratically
elected national authority from the
Syrian people comes to power in
Syria, the factions whose names are
on the list of those who bless and
support Hamas will wish that they
were not born.»

«No one can deny Iran's support
for Hamas and its impact on its
struggle. Iranian pragmatism taught
it how to be multifunctional and
multilabeled,» said the Syrian artist
Ammar Agha al-Qala.

The Iraqi Scholars Association
criticised the restoration of Hamas's
relations with the Syrian regime. It
considered it against the resistance
in Palestine and the interests of the
nation. «Hamas's restoration of
its relations with the regime is not
legitimate in justifying dealing with
the Syrian regime at the expense

of the oppressed, displaced and
persecuted Syrian people,» it said.
The Association of Muslim Scholars
in Iraq said that «the illusory
reconciliation based on which the
movement built its decision, will
harm the peoples wanting to get rid
of what they are suffering from, and
willincrease dangers and corruptions
that face the Palestinian cause and
the region together, and will enhance
the chances of normalisation in the

region.»
ThePalestineReliefand Development
Authority  strongly condemned

and called it a slide away from the
nation's cause and its scholars'
recommendations and Hamas will
pay for that from the balance of
its popular base. «Supporting the
nation's causes means listening
to people's conscience and their
scholars' advice, not returning to a
regime rejected by the entire nation.
The regime which does not dare to
respond to the Zionist aggression on
its lands and always reserves the right
to respond cannot be relied on to
confront the occupation and liberate
Palestine,» it said.

The head of the oppositionist Syrian
National Coalition Salem Al-Maslat

denounced, on Twitter, «Hamas'
insistence on normalisation with the
Syrian regime. Many calls have been
made to discourage the movement
from this offensive step against
millions of Syrians and Palestinians.»
This normalization between Hamas
and the Syrian regime happened
about three months after the leaks
that said the movement had decided
to restore its relationship with the
Syrian regime. Last June, Sources
from «Hamas» told «Reuters» that
the movement and the Syrian regime
«are preparing to open a new page
and restore relations after a 10-year
of dispute.»

The relationship between Hamas
and the Syrian regime began in 1999
and continued until 2012. During
that period, the al-Assad regime
provided support in various fields
to the organisation, but after the
outbreak of the Syrian revolution,
Khaled Meshaal, the former head
of the Hamas office, refused to
condemn the protests that erupted
against the regime yet he raised the
flag of the revolution in 2012 and
left his residence, which was the
movement's main office, heading to
Gaza.

Ismail Haniyeh - Bashar al-Assad (Archive)
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Ankara wants to go back to zero problems
with neighbours

Turkeyis changingits political
positions to serve its interests. It is
promoting that it wants to go back to
its old policy of zero problems with
neighbours. Syria was the last country
it tried to restore relations with when
Turkey realised there was no political
or military future for political Islam
organisations, which it has always
worked to support in that hope that
Ankara will rule Syria using them.

Gulf Cooperation Council

Turkey is trying to restore relations
with many Arab countries including
the GCC, which Ankara used to
regularly attack in its statements.
It is to gain economic benefits
by restoring relations with Gulf
countries; however, it does not seem
it will achieve that before the Turkish
presidential elections next year.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan confirmed, on 25 July, that
efforts to develop Turkish relations
with the KSA and the UAE are still
ongoing. «A joint technology fund
has been established with the UAE,
and negotiations are continuing
quickly about a comprehensive
economic partnership agreement
that includes investment. We also
see the Saudi authorities are making
efforts to alleviate the problems of
our businessmen, and they call our
contractors to carry out projects in
the two countries.»

Egypt

«'The meetings to normalise relations
with Egypt are also continuing with
not major obstacles preventing them.
There is no reason for not holding
high-level talks with Egypt,» said
Erdogan referring to Ankara's
efforts to repair relations with Cairo.
Nonetheless, Erdogan made it clear
that the Turko-Egyptian talks were
continuing at the lowest level, noting
that there was nothing to prevent
them from elevating to a high level
as long as the two sides understand
each other, pointing out that the two

countries “must avoid harming each
other”.

In his speech, he made a distinction
between  Egyptian people and
authorities, in an attempt to
convey a message to political Islam
organisations in Egypt implying that
Turkey will refloat them in case the
reconciliation with the Egyptian
authorities failed. « The people of
Egypt are Muslim and our brothers.
It is not possible for us to be offended
with the Egyptian people,» he said.

Israel
Ankara has even tried to restore

relations with Israel. On 17 August,
Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid

announced that his government
would resume full diplomatic
relations with Turkey. «It was

decided once again to upgrade the
level of relations between the two
countries to that of full diplomatic
ties and to return ambassadors and
consuls general. Upgrading relations
will contribute to deepening ties
between the two peoples, expanding
economic, trade, and cultural ties,
and strengthening regional stability,
“said Israeli PM.

This rapprochement has an impact on
military aircraft. A Turkish warship
anchored in Israel's Haifa Port for
the first time in over a decade as part

of a NATO patrol in the region, the
Jerusalem Post reported. The TCG
Kemalreis (F-247), a Barbaros-class
frigate, docked in Haifa along with the
USS Forrest Sherman, an American-
guided missile destroyer. «The
docking is part of Israel's cooperation
with and support of NATO,» a
spokesperson for the Israel Defense
Forces said in a statement.

A spokesperson for the Israeli army
saidthewarshipwasmakingastopover
as part of NATO activities and no
activities were planned between the
Israeli military and the Turkish ship,
its crew or commanders, including
receptions, drills or meetings.

Damascus

After years of supplying the militants
with weapons and ammunition
and instigating the civil war in
Syria, Turkey has recently begun to
restore relations with Damascus. The
deputy head of the ruling Justice and
Development Party Hayati Yazic
stated, on 17 August, that therelations
with Damascus may become direct
and see an increase in their level.

«I have always believed the conflicts
can occur be between institutions.
families or countries. Dialogue can
take be held directly or indirectly.
It has been held so far indirectly at
a specific level; today the level was

increased a little and the climate
that will be formed in the future
will contribute to getting out of this
11-year-old quagmire,» he claimed,
indirectly denying Turkey's obvious
role in what happened in Syria,
especially in terms of military conflict.
His statement came a day after a
statement by the Turkish Foreign
Minister in which he said: “The
regime and the opposition have to
reconcile to establish lasting peace in
Syria”. Erdogan confirmed that on 19
August when he stated that he “did
not rule out dialogue and diplomacy”
with the regime in Syria.

Consequently, it seems that Turkey
will go back to its zero problem
policy. However, one of the things
that Turkey did not mention was
the alleged military operation in
northeastern Syria. Ankara no longer
launches threatening statements
about its intentions to invade the
region overnight. This shows that
Turkey's efforts to be a central
regional player that controls the
Middle East have failed.

Perhaps the most important thing
for Ankara today is to fix its economy
and try to benefit from the Ukrainian
war, especially in regards to Ukrainian
wheat, which obliges it to make major
concessions to Moscow to ensure
stability in Russia’s areas of influence in
the Middle East, especially in Syria.
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Israel between diplomatic obstruction and
military preparations.. No nuclear for Iran

The nuclear talks
began in Vienna in April
2021; they were suspended in
June, resumed in November
then suspended again last
March. In recent months,
things began move forward
after the European Union
(EU) and Washington tried
hard to reach an agreement,
but not at any cost.

The nuclear negotiations with
Iran entered a decisive phase,
which could have swiftlyled to
either an agreement or further
rounds of procrastination,
as some observers believe,
especially since Tehran and
Washington were not in

Yair Lapid

deal with world powers, and
that the offer on the table,
even if it would not resolve all
differences,» Mr. Macron told
reporters. Macron added that
the deal would not resolve
everything, and that more
engagement with Tehran was
needed to discuss its “ballistic
missile program, regional
influence and multiple (acts
of) destabilization.”

Israeli generals plead
with the US President

On 1 September, former
Israeli  generals pleaded
with the US President Joe

favoure of declaring the end
of negotiations. While Iran is
demanding guarantees for its return,
European officials made it clear that
Tehran and Washington needed
to explain their positions plainly,
whether by approving or rejecting the
proposed European draft agreement.
Tehran had earlier sent a response
to the EU (which is sponsoring the
nuclear talks) but it failed to clarify its
position towards the draft agreement;
instead, it stated that the agreement
“raised several issues” that it wanted
to include in the text.

What Israel thinks about the

agr eement

Whatever the outcome of the nuclear
negotiations will be, Israel rejects it
sinceitdoesnotguarantee that Tehran
will stop its overt or covert pursuit
for a nuclear weapon. In a meeting
with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
on 18 August, Israeli PM Yair Lapid
reiterated Israel's opposition to Iran's
nuclear programmer and returning to
the Iran nuclear deal.

Lapid highlighted theneed to conveya
sharp and clear message from Europe
that no more concessions will be
made to Iran. He believes that Europe
should reject Iran's procrastination
tactics in the negotiations. Moreover,
he explicitly expressed Israel’s

outright rejection of the American
plans to return to Iran nuclear deal.
An Israeli source, who requested
anonymity. reported that the message
had arrived. He added that Lapid had
passed on a message to US President
through mediators, in which he
emphasised Israel’s rejection of the
draft deal with Iran, stating that it
believes the draft crosses America’s
red lines. He made it clear that that
Israel will not commit, pointing out
that the draft deal with Iran now
includes greater concessions than
the 2015 one and that Israel would
work to prevent Iran from acquiring
a nuclear weapon.

America reassures Israel

U.S. and Israeli officials told Axios
that the Biden administration has
been seeking to reassure Israel, in
recent days , that it has not agreed to
new concessions with Iran and that a
nuclear deal is not imminent.
Israeli officials insisted on conducting
an intense dialogue with the USA
after a senior American official said
that Iran had officially dropped its
demand for the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps to be removed from U.S.
terror list, which was a major sticking
point in the negotiations to revive the
nuclear agreement.

According to the Times of Israel,
Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz
confirmed on Tuesday, that Israel
will do everything in its power to
influence the nuclear agreement with
Iran, warning the administration
of US President Joe Biden that the
agreement with Iran will allow the
transfer of $250 billion to militias.
Israel is in negotiations with the US
and other nations in the area about
renewing the 2015 nuclear deal
between Iran and world powers.
According to the publication, he
reiterated that Tel Aviv will not be a
party to any arrangement.

Israeli PM Yair Lapid said joint
action should be taken to prevent
Iran from gaining nuclear weapons.
The PM reiterated Israel’s opposition
to a return to the agreement as
well as the need for a clear and
unequivocal message that there will
be no additional concessions to the
Iranians.

What Europe thinks

French President Emmanuel was
asked during a visit to Algeria about
the prospects of success in reviving
the 2015 agreement between Tehran
and world powers, Mr. Macron
declined to speculate. «Now the ball
is in Iran's court to revive a nuclear

Biden not to sign a nuclear
agreement with Iran, warning
that it would endanger Israel's
security. In their letter, the generals
called Biden «a friend of the Jewish
people and the State of Israel and
asked him to honour his reign by
not allowing the Iranian regime to
have nuclear weapons. The generals
warned of a «regional nuclear arms
race, an unexpected funds for the
Iranian terrorism and a threat to
global stability,» and urged «to use
sanctions and force against Iran
instead of that.»

Negative signs about the state of the
nuclear negotiations were reflected
in the European Coordinator’s
statement on 15 September. It
prompted Israeli Prime Minister Yair
Lapid to state: “It is still too early to
know if we have indeed succeeded
in stopping the nuclear agreement,
but Israel is prepared for any threat
and any scenario,” he added. “If Iran
continues to test us, it will discover
Israel’s long arm and capabilities”.
“We will continue to act in all fronts
against terrorism and against those
who seek to harm us,» Lapid noted.
“As agreed between me and [US]
President [ Joe] Biden, we have full
freedom of action to do whatever is
appropriate to prevent Iran from the
opportunity of becoming a nuclear
threat,” Lapid added.
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The Concerns over “Jihadists” ties to ISIS in

Al-Hawl - French families

Jassim Mohamad

The Al-Hawl displacement
camp in the city of Hasaka, Syria
witnessed the murders of six
people in May 2022 alone. These
deaths increased the number of
documented murders in the camp
to a total of 24 since the beginning
of the year, and the mysterious
January 2022 killing of an aid worker
in Al-Hawl posed an unprecedented
threat to the humanitarian and
medical organizations working to
assist the more than eight thousand
female jihadists and wives and
widows of ISIS fighters living there.
More than 40,000 traveled to join
the “Islamic State” in Iraq and
Syria 2014 from 81 countries.
Some fought in Iraq and Syria
for ISIS, while others, including
some women and their children,
were victims of violence. Whether
they came willingly or not, those
who remain, some 64,000 from
57 countries, mostly women and
children, live amid dire conditions
that human rights groups have

described as breeding grounds for
future radicalization.

French “Jihadists”

Francewitnessed awave of departures
of its citizens to join ISIS, and France
is more than any other country in
Europe in the number of its citizens
joining the organization. The French
governmentdemanded thatitsforeign
nationals be tried in Syria or Iraq. But
their experience locally has proven
impossible, as the Iraqi and Syrian
authorities have ruled out doing so.
Paris, unlike its European neighbors,
pursued a policy of returns sparingly.
In a different approach, the French
authorities announced the return of
many of their nationals in July 2022,
amid local and international pressures
and criticism.

Overall, 2000 French citizens traveled
to Iraq and Syria. Around 700 French
foreign fighters remain in Syria, while
another 270 French foreign fighters
have returned home. Some of those
still in Syria will inevitably look for
opportunities to leave. While not all
French foreign fighter returnees will
engage in dangerous or threatening
activities upon leaving Syria, some

may radicalize others, plot attacks,
and join or create extremist networks
inside and outside of prisons.

The European court of human
rights on 15th September 2022has
condemned France over its refusal
to repatriate French women who
travelled to Syria with their partners
to join Islamic State and are currently
being held with their children at
Kurdish-run prison camps.The ruling
will be studied closely by other
countries who still have citizens
detained in camps in north-eastern
Syria, including the UK

Change in France's approach

A change in France's approach to
repatriating its nationals On July
5, 2022, France repatriated (16)
women between the ages of 22 and
39 and (35) minors, of whom (7)
returned without adult escorts in the
largest group repatriated at once by
France. (12) women returned with
their children, while the other (4)
agreed earlier for the return of their
children. (8) Women were detained
for interrogation; while (8) others
were detained according to arrest
warrants. The children were placed

in the child care services attached
to the Versailles Court of Justice.
However, this position is contrary to
the prevailing opinion on July 2, 2022,
when about (70%) of the French in
2019 expressed their opposition to
the return of the sons of jihadists.

What should be done?

Leaving European citizens in camps
carries a greater risk than repatriating
them, especially children and
minors, because they may rejoin
ISIS. And they may become “the next
generation of foreign fighters.” The
best solution to the dilemma of the
return of foreign fighters is to allow
their return and allow the returnees
an opportunity to rehabilitate and
reintegrate after determining the
motives behind their joining the
organization and the extent of their
participation in combat operations
fleeing conflict areas.

It is necessary to support the Syrian
Democratic Forces, northern Syria
(SDF) in order to manage Al-Hawl
camp and other camps in northern
Syria, which have become a source
of threat to regional and international
security.
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Muslim Brotherhood and Turkey exploit Syrians
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More than a decade after the
uprising in Syria, Syrians (regardless
of their ethnic, ideological, religious
or social backgrounds) have now
learned who their enemies and friends
are and who was claiming to support
them to serve their own interests at
the expense of their plight.
Theoneorganizationthathasdeceived
Syrians the most and exploited the
revolution to achieve its own agendas
is the Muslim Brotherhood (MB).
With its extensive political, military
and relief institutions, it managed
to dominate the decision-making
in the name of Syrians, especially
those who were misled by ideology
and considered themselves to be the
owners of the revolution and its only
voice.

However, MB's failure to convince the
Syrian society and the international
community that it was a credible
alternative to the ruling regime in
Damascus, has left it isolated over the
past years. It was only supported by
Turkey, which controlled the Syrian
Coalition making the Turkey-based
dissident Syrian politicians a tool in
the hand of the Turkish government.

Reconciliation with the regime

As a result, the Syrian opposition
represented by the coalition lost any
influence, whether inside Syria or
among those who once supported its
pursuit of the Syrian people's rights.
However, Turkey now believes that
it is in its interest to engage with the
Syrian regime, pushing the Syrian
opposition in Turkey to follow
blindly and advocate dialogue with
the regime. There is a sharp contrast
between the demands of the Syrians
on the one hand, and those of MB
and Turkey, on the other hand.

In an attempt to reduce the impact of
the their position, the MB's General
Comptroller in Syria, Mohammad
Hekmat Walid, denied on 25 August
reports that the organisation was
involved in the trap of reconciliation
with the al-Assad regime. «This is a
lie and those who spread it know is an
outrightlie. Some seek to deliberately
insult the organisation and its long
history of intellectual leadership and

resistance to political tyranny,» he
claimed. «No one controls the MB.

It is wrong to think someone can
implicate the group in a path it does
not want to pursue,» he said.

MB position on the ground
is different

However, the position of the MB's
General Comptroller is tied to what
is taking place on the ground, where
things are completely different. The
contrast was reflected in the positions
of the MB and their institutions
(regardless of their different names)
on issues related to Syrians especially
those residing in Turkey.

While activists called for Syrian
workers in Turkey to go on strike
for a week to convey a message
to the authorities and human
rights organisations about the
discrimination they face at work and
in their everyday life, the MB advised
Syrians on 10 September to avoid
responding to what it described as
“inflammatory and suspicious calls.
«The suspicious calls made by some
people for Syrian workers to go on a
mass strike in Turkey is unwise and
does not take into account the reality
Syrian workers face,» stated the MB.

Syrians leave Turkey

The call for the general strike came
at a time when a group of Syrian
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refugees in Turkey launched “The
Convoy of Light” to reach Europe.
Calls tojoin the convoybegan, in early
September; they were circulated
through social media, and organisers
said they were setting up plans for the
convoy on a Telegram channel.
Syrian activists pointed out that the
calls were made as a result of the
continuous plight of Syrian people in
Turkey who are suffering from hate
crimes which have recently increased;
in addition to poverty and poor
living conditions. The activists called
upon international organisations to
support them to not make it difficult
for the convoy to reach Europe.

As was expected, the MB's position
on the Convoy of Light was similar
to their position on the strike as they
both highlight Turkish discrimination
and racism against Syrians, which is
pushing them to either strike or to try
to flee Turkey to a safe place where
they might find a decent life.

On 12 September, the so-called
Syrian Islamic Council spoke about
“the increase in the displacement
of Syrians from their country at the
hands of the al-Assad regime and its
militias because of the assassinations
and arrests in its areas of control in
addition to the starvation it imposes
to change Syria's identity and
demography”. It blamed if for «The
waves of displacement of Syrians
continue to a great extent,» in an
implicit reference to the Convoy
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of Light. It was not incidental the
statement coincided with the launch
of the campaign which began to
attract Syrians (who live in Syria) and
want to go to Europe.

Attacking the peace
convoy in Idlib

The Syrian Islamic Council s
statement coincided with attacks
by militants of the Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham/Jabhat al-Nusra organization
in Idlib, on the Peace Convoy, as
hundreds of people near Bab al-Hawa
border crossing, were trying to enter
Turkey to make their way to Europe.
Despite the difference in the name
“Light/Peace”, the purpose remains
the same; to flee Turkey or Turkish
controlled areas in Syria.

The Syrian Islamic Council claimed
that these waves of displacement
were part of “a scheme to alter Syria's
demography and identity”, and
that they mainly serve “the Iranian
occupationandtheregimewhichwant
a homogeneous Syria according to
the regime's president's perspective”.
The Council acknowledged the
efforts to change the demography in
Syria, but it ignored the displacement
of many Syrians, from various ethnic
and religious backgrounds who reject
the Muslim Brotherhood and the
Turkish-backed Syrian National Army
which has occupied Syrian territories
and changed its demography.

THE LevanT | Issue 40 - OCTOBER 2022

www. THELEVANTNEWS.com



INTERVIEW

&hesLevant

Although some say that women
in power tend to make wars citing
examples from history such as Margaret
Thatcher, the British PM who waged a
war for the Falkland Islands, studies do
show that women are more cooperative
and less inclined to use hard power to
solve problems.

Recently, the second edition of the
International Conference on Arab and
African Women Leaders in Spreading
the Culture of Peace was held, from 9
to 11 September, entitled «She .. the
Peacemaker» organized by the Noor
Foundation for Solidarity with the
Rural Woman.

Levant News shed light on the
conference and interviewed Dr
Anissa Nakrachi the president of the
conference.

e What is the difference between
the second and the first edition
of the international conference,
especially since this conference is
the first of its kind in the region?
- The first edition of the conference
was held between 6 and 8 March 2020
at the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic, so the organizing body
had to cancel the most important
activities of the conference owing
to the lockdown, although the
participants and guests were there,
therefore, we took protective
measures and only did some simple
activities such as signing and giving
books, souvenirs and appreciation
certificates.

The current edition was attended
by more than thirty countries
represented by prominent women
figures, such as Her Highness
Princess Dr Doaa bint Mohammed
Azza from the KSA, Ms Aawatif
Hayar, the Minister of Solidarity,
Social Integration and the Family
from the Kingdom of Morocco, and
Ms Chantal Yellow Molobe, Special
Adviser to the President of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
and Minister for Gender, Children

Anissa Nagrachi:
«She is the Peacemaker» highlights how women
can be an effective part of soft power

and the Family, delegations from
Arab and international institutions
and the Council of Ministers of
Social Affairs in the Gulf Cooperation

Council countries.

In addition, many pioneering,
academic female experts active in
the Arab and African economic,
intellectual, social, developmental
and political fields, will discuss the
role of Arab and African women in
strengthening and developing the
culture of peace, and coexistence for
a better future.

How is the role of women shown
in achieving and supporting
development in all economic and
social fields, as the conference aims,
and do you remember now any
examples?

The exchange of visions and
experiences of the pioneering
women in various fields shows the
most important modern visions
and developments to empower
women, enhance their leadership and
pioneering role in the Arab world and
Africa and transfer their successful
development experiences, thus,
common positions on women's issues
can be coordinated.

On the other hand, it is necessary to
highlight and value the developments
of the laws in the Kingdom of
Morocco regarding the laws aimed at

developing the financial and business
system, encouraging investment,
stimulating the economic cycle,
supporting national contracting and
other economic and social projects to
support the kingdom's development.

e If the conference came out
with recommendations, as we
have read and seen. What are the
new recommendations that the
conference came up with compared
to the previous recommendations?
How effective is it on decision-
makers in the Arab regimes?

- The participants reaffirm women's
important role in preventing &
resolving conflicts and building
peace. The conference emphasises
the importance of their equal
contribution and full participation
in all efforts aimed at maintaining
and promoting peace & security
and increasing their role in decision-
making related to preventing conflicts
and resolving them.

The conference affirms the need for
the full application of international
humanitarian law & international
human rights law that protect
girls' & women's rights during and
after conflicts, the urgent need to
mainstream the gender perspective
in all multidimensional peacekeeping
operations, recognises also the
importance of specialized training for
the protection of women & children
in conflicts and taking into account
their special needs and human rights.
We search for more ways to increase
women's role in UN field operations,
especially among military observers,
civilian police, human rights and
humanitarian ~ personnel, take
measures that support women's local
peace initiatives, native peoples'
attempts to resolve  conflicts,
measures that involve women in all
mechanisms for implementing peace
agreements and measures to protect
the human rights of women and
girls, especially those related to the

constitution, the electoral system,
the police and the judiciary.

We are interested in honouring and
highlighting the honourable models
of Arab women in supporting their
societies and volunteering and
community work.

We work to prompt governments
to issue more laws supporting the
empowerment and representation
of the role of women in society in all
development projects.

The conference aims at strengthening
the rapprochement between
humanitarian  institutions  and
specialized community institutions
in responding to emergency disasters
and between the women'sunionsinall
Arab countries to put initial concepts
on how women can contribute to
supporting their society during crises
A gender perspective in various fields
of human activity in the media field
has to be integrated.

Respecting  the  civilian  and
humanitarian character of refugee
camps and settlements, and taking
into account the special needs
of women and girls, especially
when designing such camps and
settlements.

Building the capacities of national
mechanisms concerned with women
to develop skills in conflict resolution
and conflict management, and the
development of national action
plans to implement Security Council
resolution 1325 regarding women,
security and peace in the Arab
countries.

Creating national and international
partnerships between the formal
structures and  civil  society
organisations to gather the biggest
number of supporters to implement
the national strategy and the
work plan for women through
the conclusion of protocols and
partnerships to benefit from the
available funding opportunities and
the countries' good work in this
field.
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'The US Approach to Al-Hawl Camp for ISIS

Detainees in Northern Syria

Jwan Dibo

From time to time, the US
pretends that it is interested in finding
a solution to the dilemma of Al-Hol
prison camp in northern Syria. This
camp was established following the
destruction of the last ISIS stronghold
in Syria by the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) and the Global Coalition
against Daesh in the town of Baghouz
in 2019.

Al-Hol camp is located on the
outskirts of the town of Al-Hol in Al-
Hasaka, northern Syria, adjacent to
the Iraqi border. It includes around
60,000 refugees, more than 90

percent of whom are children and
women who make up the families of
ISIS combatants who were captured
in their last bastion in the town of
Baghouz.

In order for the US to show some
credibility to this allegation, some
American officials made a few visits
to this camp, which is considered a
ticking time bomb against SDF and
the region in general. Note that this
bomb has exploded several times in
the very recent past.

The last visit of a high-ranking US
official was by the General of the US
Army and the supervisor of all US
forces in the Middle East, Michael
Eric Corella, on the 9th of this month.
Senator Lindsey Graham and the
commander of the international
coalition forces against ISIS in Iraq
and Syria had previously visited
Ghweran prison in al-Hasaka and al-
Hol camp.

After each visit, the American visitors
declare the necessity of emptying the
camp urging the relevant countries to
receive their citizens. However, on the
ground, nothing is happening, and the
countries concerned are still reluctant

to take back their nationals, especially
EU countries. On the contrary, things
are going from bad to worse in Al-
Hole camp as well as in Ghweran jail.
So far, the US has not been able to
persuade the countries concerned to
receive their citizens from ISIS fighters
who are being held by the SDF. The
US, also, did not provide sufficient
support to the SDF neither financially
nor in terms of equipment, to enable
the SDF to monitor prisoners from
ISIS terrorists.

All that Washington has made so far
are mere promises that have not been
translated on the ground, and there
are no indications of the possibility
of turning those pledges into a
reality. This, in turn, reflects, as usual,
Washington's lack of seriousness
in dealing with this issue and not
considering it a priority.

The latest US emphasis on the
issue of al-Hol detention camp for
Islamic State detainees in northern

Syria is often to throw ashes in the
eyes. For Washington, to leave al-
Hol camp unresolved reflects many
of the puzzles of the dirty game of
nations that have been taking place in
succession on Syrian geography since
2011.

It seems that Washington is benefiting
from keeping this time bomb. On
the one hand, this time bomb poses
a threat to Russia, the Syrian regime
and Iran, according to Washington
estimates. On the second hand, this
outstanding issue remains an excuse
for Washington's unlimited and
incomprehensible presence in Syria.
On the third hand, Washington
realises that if Turkey carries out its
threats to invade northeastern Syria,
this will increase the morale of the
ISIS prisoners, and will even release
them from their prisons. This will
result in more shuffling and more
creative chaos that Uncle Sam has
always been working for.
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Is the death of Mahsa Amini

Ian Black

The
attracted unusual international and

Iranian  government
particularly western attention last
week with news of the death of a
22-year-old Kurdish woman called
Mahsa Amini who was arrested by the
Morality Police, known as Gasht-e
Ershad.

On September 16, the police detained
Amini in the capital, who they claim
suffered heart failure, dying comatose
two days later. Bruises on her legs and
face suggested that she was beaten,
despite denials. Her arrest and death
inspired a wave of protests in Iran,
including at Tehran University and
Kasra Hospital, where she died.
And not only in Iran. The timing
was very damaging for the Tehran
government, with President Ibrahim
Raisi at the United Nations General
Assembly, where the death of Amini
generated international headlines
which focused on human rights
abuses in the Islamic Republic.
Gasht-e-Ershad's  activities were
reduced under former President
Hassan Rouhani, who had spoken
against them on multiple occasions.
But the Morality Police have upped
theiractivities under Raisi, who seems
far more willing to toe the clergy line.
Raisi signed a decree on 15 August
clamping down on women’s dress
and stipulating harsher punishments
for violating the strict code, both in
public and online.

Raisi foolishly refused to be
interviewed by the veteran British-
Iranian CNN journalist Christiana
Amanpour unless she wore a hijab,
reflecting the overall hardline
approach of the Tehran regime.
Amanpoursaidshe “politelydeclined”
the request, explaining that “we are
in New York, where there is no law or
tradition regarding headscarves”. She
added that no other Iranian president
has required that she wear a headscarf
when she interviewed them outside

a turning point for Iran?

Iran. Raisi also complained about
western “double standards”.

In 1979, the leader of the revolution,
Ayatollah  Ruhollah  Khomeini,
decreed that hijabs would be
mandatory for all women in their
workplaces and that he considered
uncovered women to be «naked”. But
times change: an independent survey
in 2020 found that 72% of Iranians
oppose compulsory hijabs.
Amini was detained for allegedly
wearing a hijab in an “improper”
way. Activists said the woman, whose
Kurdish first name was Jhina, had
suffered a fatal blow to the head,
a claim denied by officials, who
announced an investigation. Police
continue to maintain that she died of
natural causes, but her family suspect
that she was subjected to beating and
torture.

Inresponsetoherdeath, the US placed
Iran’s Morality Police on its sanctions
blacklist. The US Treasury said the
police were “responsible” for Amini’s
death as it announced the sanctions
“for abuse and violence against
Iranian women and the violation
of the rights of peaceful Iranian
protesters”. That move only adds to
the tension between Washington
and Tehran, already fueled by Iran’s
tailure to revive the 2015 nuclear deal
and the accompanying American
sanctions.

In southern Iran, video footage
showed demonstrators setting fire
to a gigantic picture on the side
of a building of General Qassem
Soleimani, the revered Revolutionary
Guards commander, who was killed in
a 2020 US strike in Iraq when Donald
Trump was in the White House.
Demonstrators hurled stones at
security forces, set fire to police
vehicles and bins and chanted anti-
government slogans, the official IRNA
news agency reported. Amnesty
International said it had recorded the
deaths of eight people - six men, one
woman and a child - with four shot
by security forces at close range with
metal pellets. The protests are the
most serious in Iran since November
2019 unrest over fuel price rises. On
Saturday the government announced
that over 700 people had been
arrested.

But state repression consists of far
more. Iran has shut off the internet
in parts of Tehran and Kurdistan, and
blocked access to platforms such as
Instagram and WhatsApp, in an effort
to curb a growing protest movement
that has relied on social media to
document dissent.

“The internet shutdowns must
be understood as an extension of
the violence and repression that
is happening in physical space,”
said Azadeh Akbari, a researcher

of cybersurveillance at a Dutch
university. “Social media is existential
to the mobilisation of protesters, not
only to coordinate gatherings but
also to amplify acts of resistance.”
Non-state media reported over the
weekend that 57 people had been
killed.

“Women, life, freedom”, the words
which could be heard at Amini’s
funeral, have been repeated by
protesters across the country,
including in a video which shows
young women burning their hijabs
while men fight off security forces.
The video has received over 30,000
views on Twitter.

Iran’s hardliners have learned lessons
from 2009, when the death of Nega
Agha Soltan inspired many when an
extensive uprising nearly escaped the
state’s control. The country now has
some of the best and most pervasive
digital security in the Middle East
and a firm hold over communities it
has terrified into silence. The regime
combines violent old-fashioned
forms of totalitarian control dressed
up in new technologies.

It is too early to say whether Amini’s
death will become another seminal
eventin the pursuit of freedom, justice
and accountability by many ordinary
Iranians; or an ember that eventually
cools because of successful, brutal
and familiar state repression.
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Biden’s Afghanistan Legacy

James Denselow

Last Augusts final US
departure from Afghanistan was
geopolitical chaos, typified by the
images of young Afghan men falling
to their deaths from US planes whilst
trying to flee. US President Biden
was roundly criticised by political
allies and opponents alike for
bringing the American presence in
the country to such a hard stop. The
Taliban returned and despite some
hope that they may have evolved
politically have demonstrated the
same combination of hard-line
incompetence that characterised
their last time in power. Ordinary
Afghan  people have suffered
desperately.

Yet at a global level Biden’s decision
to fully end operations may be more
vindicated considering the Russian
invasion of Ukraine this February.
Arguably since 9/11 the US
adventures overseas and attempts to
remake Iraq and Afghanistan have left
them exposed to rivals who seek to
undermine their plans. Even the less
assertive policies from Washington
to support the Syrian opposition or
back factions in Lebanon, have led to

~

a counterpunch from countries like
Russia and Iran in particular.

The relatively low levels of political
capital and resource needed to
undermine an opponent’s ambitious
plansis an attractive prospect indeed.
The idea of US soldiers, money and
political bandwidth being ‘bogged
down’ is one who history goes back
over a century. Even if it is true
that the size of the US presence in
Afghanistan and their role was a
fundamentally different one to earlier
incarnations, the very fact they were
there brought with it a huge series of
responsibilities and expectations that
lasted across the several presidents
and generals who oversaw it.
Russia channelling money, arms or
giving political support to factions
fighting against America is arguably
one of the lowest investment, higher
return strategies with little in the
way of risk associated with it. Today
however, the Ukraine conflict has
turned that scenario on its head and
then some. Whilst we can’t suggest
a fundamental different in what US
policy to Ukraine would look like if
Washington was still in Afghanistan,
it would have not only given them
less geopolitical bandwidth but
also represented an Achilles heel
where the Russians could apply
counterpressure.

Now it is the Russian embassy in
Kabul that is experiencing attacks.
One earlier this month resulted in
the death of two Russian Embassy
staff and the injury of several locals.
Meanwhile in Ukraine Russian
standing as a military power is taking
an absolute battering with a large
part down to the US support to the
Ukrainian government. Washington
has given billions of dollars of military
aid to Kiev including the anti-tank
systems that helped push back Russia
from the capital’s doorstep in March
and the long-range artillery systems
that have supported the hugely
successful counter offensive that
started this month.

Russia has now been forced to
call for a partial mobilisation of its
population for the third time in its
modern history and President Putin
has resorted to having to make
more explicit threats of the use of
nuclear weapons in order to address
such loses. Freed of its Afghanistan
responsibilities but conscious of the
lessons of its failures, the US is also
providing strategic and intelligence
support that has allowed a nimble
and motivated Ukrainian army
to expose the inadequacies of a
poorly equipped and commanded
Russian force. The US has thus
gained strength from the exposing of

relative Russian weakness, quite the
opposite of what Moscow had been
able to do in previous decades in the
shadow of the US reversals in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

We shouldn’t underestimate the
importance of bandwidth when it
comes to political leaders’ ability
to successfully prioritise. President
Biden, like his predecessors, had
been under huge pressure to reduce
the body bags coming back from
Afghanistan which he’d been largely
successful in, but also the monthly
cost of operations. Let us not forget
that Afghanistan was the longest
war in the country’s history and had
cost, when combined with the Iraq
occupation, over $2 trillion dollars.
No doubt the ability to free
Washington’s hand in Ukraine,
Taiwan and elsewhere has been done
at the expense of the Afghan people
who are the greatest losers in this
paradigm shift. The country is now
on the brink of ‘universal poverty’
and stories of parents having to sell
children in order to feed the rest of
their family are becoming all too
frequent. Yet for President Biden
himself, the short term hit to his
reputation and polling may be fully
restored if the Russian experience
in Ukraine continues to be so
catastrophic.

.

THE LevanT | Issue 40 - OCTOBER 2022

www. THELEVANTNEWS.com



OPINION

EheoLevant

Lesson Learnt from Qatar-Egypt

Dalia Ziada

There is a remarkable shift in
Qatar’s regional policy that is worthy
of praise and admiration. For the
first time since the 1980s, the Qatari
leadership dusts off the hindering
strategy of supporting rabble-rousing
political Islamist groups against
the interests of neighboring Arab
governments. Instead, Qatar has
become keen on rebuilding healthy
relationships with Arab neighbor
states.
That new approach promises the
restoration of political stability
in the region and prepares Qatar
to be one of the regional agenda-
setters. By winning back the trust
of its sister Arab countries, Qatar is
reintroducing itself as the powerful
hub that can effectively connect
Arab and non-Arab countries of the
Middle East region. Qatar is the only
Arab country that enjoys deep and
solid relationships with Turkey and
Iran, in addition to Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

Qatar’s Prince, Tamim Bin Hamad
Al Thani, told Le Point Magazine,
last week, that his country has
no relationship with the political
Islamists. Also, he emphasized that
no active members of the Muslim
Brotherhood are allowed to live in
Qatar.

“This relationship [with political
Islamists] does not exist, and there
are no active members of the Muslim
Brotherhood or any related groups
on Qatari soil;” asserted Prince
Tamim. “We are an open country,
and a large number of people with
different opinions and ideas pass
through it. But we are a state and not
a party, and we deal with states and
their legitimate governments, not
with political organizations.”
Prince Tamim’s impressive
statements coincided with Egypt’s
President, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, first
visit to Doha, as part of the mutual
effort to improve ties, after four
years of diplomatic boycott and
media wars that set the entire region
on fire. Since the signing of Al-Ula
Declaration, under the Saudi-led
Arab reconciliation initiative, the
relationship between Egypt and

Qatar has been steadily progressing
on all levels.

The economic sector is one of the
arenas where that improvement is
evident. In the past year alone, Qatar
invested tens of billions of dollars
in Egypt’s tourism and petroleum
sectors. Moreover, Qatar promised,
in May, to participate in elevating
the struggling Egyptian economy
by scheduling grander investments
over the coming four years.

The political rivalry between Egypt
and Qatar dates back to the 1980s.
It is perhaps older than the age
of Prince Tamim himself. In the
past seven years, this rivalry hit
the peak point when EI-Sisi and
Tamim adopted opposing positions
about the legitimacy of the Muslim
Brotherhood. However, the recent
awakening of the Qatari Prince to the
fact that state-to-state relationships
are more viable and durable is
momentous.

The early signs of Prince Tamim’s
abandonment of the Muslim
Brotherhood appeared during
his visit to Cairo in June. The
Qatari Prince congratulated his
Egyptian counterpart on the

Successful Reconciliation

June 30th anniversary. Prince
Tamim’s recognition of the June
30th anniversary was almost an
announcement of this new strategy,
as this anniversary celebrates the fall
of the Muslim Brotherhood from
power in 2013 and the ascendence of
president El-Sisi to power in 2014.
The successful case of Egypt-Qatar
reunion, and its massive impact on
weakening the Muslim Brotherhood
group, should encourage Egypt
to consider taking loftier steps
towards reconciliation with Turkey.
Similar to Qatar, Turkey had
been a supporter of the Muslim
Brotherhood group against El-Sisi’s
leadership. However, in the past
two years, Turkey has drastically
changed its policy in the Middle
East. The Turkish leadership
withdrew support to the Muslim
Brotherhood to focus on rebuilding
healthy relationships with Arab
states and Israel. To close the circle
of Middle East solidarity that would
ensure long-term regional political
stability, the time has come for Egypt
to respond to Turkey’s extending
hand of peace the same way it did
with Qatar.
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Mahsa Amini's death: The systematic killing of

Kurds by the Iranian regime

Zara Saleh

crime

Another
committed by the Iranian regime

new

against humanity that shocked
the Iranian people after the death
of a Kurdish woman in Tehran. A
22-year-old Kurd Mahsa Amini ( Jina-
her Kurdish name), was killed by
«morality police»-one of the military
wings of the Iran's Revolutionary
Guards- after she was brutally
beaten and tortured. The sectarian
«morality police» in Iran capital
Tehran had arrested Mahsa over not
complying hijab's law when she was
visiting Tehran with her family whose
came from Kurdistan province. After
her arrest, the Kurdish young girl
Mahsa Amini was violently detained
and took to morality police's van on
13th September, following after, she
was then discharged from the police
station and was in coma situation by
ambulance to the hospital and she
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died later there. However, the
Iran's morality police has denied
the death of Mahsa Amini despite
the clear evidence of the crime by
referring her death to heart attack
reason, despite the bone fracture,
brain edema that showed in Mahsa
Amini's head after she had a CT
scan.

Such anti-humanity laws in Iran
has become a fact after the so-
called «Islamic revolution» in
1979 which led by Ayatollah
Al-Khomeini. Added to that,
the extremist and hard-line
new Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has ordered such strict
hijab legislation which is against
women's rights. After the horrific
killing of Mahsa Amini, and despite
the Iranian regime's warning, tons of
protests launched across the country
and in Kurdistan province and in
Mahsa's hometown Saqqez where she
was buried. People started slogans
against the Iranian regime and called
out for the «death to the dictator».
Demonstrators in the Kurdish region

Mahsa Amini

removed the posters of the Iranian
dictator Ayatollah Khamenei from
some buildings and called for general
strike in Kurdish areas.

As a result of the series of protests
in Tehran and in various Kurdish
and Iranian regions, the head of
the morality police of Greater Iran
Col Ahmed Mirzaei was suspended
from his post. During the protests

five civilians were killed and
dozens were injured after the
Iranian security forces open fire
against demonstrators according
to Hengaw, the Kurdish Human
Rights Group, and tens of
protesters had been arrested.
Moreover, the death of Mahsa
Amini has been condemned by the
United States of America as well
and her death has been described
by US officials as an «appalling and
egregious affront to human rights,”.
Whereas the EU spokesman called
the Iranian regime to «ensure the
fundamental rights of its citizens».
In New York, where the terrorist
President Ebrahim Raisi will
have a speech during the UN
assembly, the US should transfer its
condemn into practices regarding the
accountability of Tehran's regime.
Biden's administration should also
pay attention to the human rights in
Iran, not only to run out over signing
the nuclear deal with such regime that
is well-known as the fundamental
source of terrorism.
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