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Israeli PM: «LLebanon recognized Israel by

signing the maritime border agreement»

Israeli Prime Minister
Lapid considered on
that  Lebanon
recognized Israel by
signing the  US-brokered
maritime border demarcation
agreement.
«Thisisapoliticalachievement.
Not every day an enemy state
recognizes the State of Israel,
in a written agreement, in
front of the entire international
community,» said Lapid at the
start of the cabinet meeting to
approve the agreement.

Yair
Thursday

The Lebanese presidency
announced today that
Aoun had received from

the American mediator the
official American message
regarding the demarcation of
the southern maritime borders.
«The President was handed
the letter which he signed in
blue ink, and hence it became
an official letter, delivered by
the US government to him,»
said Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament of Lebanon Elias
Bou Saab.
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UN peacekeepers (UNIFIL) walk in Naqoura, near the Lebanese-Israeli border

Turkey forcibly
deported
120 Syrian
refugees

Media sources said
Turkey forcibly deported 120
Syrian refugees to Syria through

the Bab al-Salama border
crossing.

The sources said most of the
young men were holding
temporary  protection cards
issued by  the  Turkish
Immigration Directorate.

Human Rights Watch revealed
said, on October 24, that Turkey
arbitrarily arrested, detained and
deported hundreds of Syrian
refugee men and boys to Syria
between February and July
2022.

Deported Syrians told Human
Rights Watch that Turkish
officials arrested them from
their homes, workplaces, and
on the streets, held them in poor
conditions, beat and abused most
of them, forced them to sign the
voluntary return forms, took them
to the border crossing points with
northern Syria and forced them
to cross at gunpoint.

EU and the USA criticise Russia's use of food as a weapon

The repercussions of
Moscow's withdrawal from the Black
Sea Grain Initiative in response to
the Crimean attacks continue. The
European Union announced in late
October its support for the UN efforts
to keep the Ukrainian grain export
agreement in force, stressing that none
of the parties has the right to take any

Security Council of the White House.
Ukrainian President said the UN and
the G20 will strongly respond to
Russia's withdrawal. The UN said it
is contacting Russia after it decided to
suspend its involvement in the grain
initiative and all parties should avoid
any situation that impedes the export
of grain from the Black Sea.

action that obstructs the agreement.
«Russia is again trying to use the war
it launched as a pretext to use food as
a weapon, the thing that affects the
countries in need and rises food prices
around the world, and aggravates
already severe humanitarian crises
and food insecurity,» said Adrienne
Watson, representative of the National

President Zelenskyy
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Hamas normalises with the Syrian regime..
Expected scenario and shocking secrets

After shunning Assad for 10
years, Hamas organisation sent a
delegation to Damascus headed by
the deputy head of Hamas's regional
politburo Khalil al-Hayya to meet
with Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad. Al-Hayya described the
meeting as a glorious and historic
day and a new start. «Hamas has
turned the page of the past, and the
meeting with Assad is a good sign,»
al-Hayya said.
Al-Hayya's visitto the Syrian capital,
which is the first of its kind since
2012, was not surprising, especially
since this step is a continuation of
previous steps made by Hamas
towards the Syrian regime, in
addition to rumours recently-spread
about an upcoming rapprochement
between the two sides under
Iranian auspices but under specific
conditions set by Damascus which
decrease Hamas's activity & role in
Syria.
Although Hamas's media statements
make the relations seem to come
back as they were and call to skip
differences and forget the past, but at
the same time, they show the reality
of politics that there is no permanent
friend or enemy especially when it
comes to interests. Syrian officials
accused a short while ago the
Palestinian group of being close to
Damascus's enemies. Observers say
the restoration of relations between
the two sides clearly shows how
national standards and principles of
the so-called Axis of Resistance are
manipulated.
What is happening is very important
and controversial. In a press
conference after he met with Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad, al-Hayya
saidthatQatarand Turkeyencouraged
Hamas to restore relations with the
Syrian regime and did not object
and that the organisation informed
all countries about the decision to
restore relations. As well, he made
it clear that the movement forgot all
the past and the individual mistakes
committed in the past years, referring

to Hamas' support for the popular
uprising in Syria.

Hamas was not impartial

The Palestinian writer, Muhammad
Abu al-Mahdi, told Levant News
that the Hamas movement's position
to support the so-called Syrian
revolution in 2011 against the Syrian
state and its political leadership was
subjecttothepositionofQatar, Turkey
and the international organisation
of the Muslim Brotherhood, and at
that time the movement misjudged
and did not take into account the
importance of being neutral about
the so-called Arab Spring whose
goals became clear later, and it was
proven by documents the chaos the
Arab countries have been suffering
from was schemed by the USA and
from which Israel benefited to the
maximum.

Abu Al-Mahadi said that after the
defeat of the political religion &
the fall of the general guide's rule
in Egypt, the prosecutions against
the Muslim Brotherhood (MB)
outside Egypt and the fall of the MB
Ennahda movement in Tunisia & the
MB Justice and Development Party
in Morocco, Hamas discovered the
grave mistake it committed against a
country like Syria that was used to be

an incubator for it in all its activities
and that made alliance with most of
the liberation forces in the world.

«In conjunction with the transfer of
the internal decision-making centre
of Hamas to the Gaza Strip in 2013,
the decline of the MB project to rule
and the unmasking of the Qatari
and Turkish positions that are closer
to Israel, Hamas understood what
happened. Thus, first, it declared
its separation from the MB and
started new relations with Egypt
characterised by political and
security cooperation. It took some
positive positions towards relations
with Egypt and responded to the
Egyptian proposals in the rounds of
Palestinian national reconciliation
and in the truce initiatives mediated
by Egypt with every Israeli
aggression that was launched on the
Gaza Strip,» said Abu al-Mahadi.
Abu al-Mahadi explained that
Hamas' experience in governance
made it more mature and aware of
the importance of relations with Arab
countries in supporting the struggle
of the Palestinian people, and helped
a lot in rationalising the movement's
positions towards Syria and the
Lebanese Hezbollah, and with non-
Arab countries such as Russia. The
movement has become characterised
by its highly pragmatic steps and it is

almost the most Palestinian political
movement capable of keeping pace
with regional and international
changes because it knows that the
world is changing and that one of
its important axes is Russia and its
allies in the Middle East, Syria and
Iran in particular.

Radical change is coming

Dr Mahmoud al-Afandi, Secretary-
General of the Syrian People's
Diplomacy Movement, stressed
that many Arab and international
countries have noticed the existence
of political and military stability
in Syria currently, and therefore
they are considering restoring their
relations with the Syrian government,
the thing that prompted Qatar and
Turkey to agree to restore relations
between Hamas and Damascus. Al-
Afandi considered that the meeting
of Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Emir of Qatar Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani in Astana
was the main reason for restoring
Hamas' relationship with the Syrian
government.

He also stated that the Palestinian
Authority and the factions can play
the role of mediator in returning
Damascus to the Arab League,
pointing out at the same time that
there is a radical change that has
begun now with Syria being accepted
again by the Arab countries and with
many countries realising that the role
of the Syrian political opposition has
ended but not forgetting that there
are the Turkish-backed military
opposition, terrorism and the Kurds
supported by the international
coalition.

«Hamas benefited more from this
reconciliation because it rejoined the
resistance axis along with Syria, Iran
and the Lebanese Hezbollah, while
the Syrian government remained in
the same axis during the past years
of the war which is considered a
tribute to Damascus,» he ended his
interview.
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Does the Lebanese President want to return the
Syrian refugees to their country or to death?

Lebanese President Michel
Aoun has always called for the
return of Syrian refugees to their
country, claiming that conditions
have become safe in the regime-
controlled  areas.
The National News Agency in
Lebanon reported, on October 12,
that Aoun renewed his call to return
the refugees, starting next week:
“Lebanon will start sending Syrian
refugees back home at the end of
next week in batches.»

Continuous demands

The Lebanese President called,
earlier, to keep sending aid to the
Syrian refugees when they come
back home to encourage them to
return because receiving aid while
in Lebanon would encourage them
to stay. During his meeting with
the UN Special Coordinator in
Lebanon Joanna Wronecka said
the lack of international response
to this Lebanese demand which
was repeated many times without
receiving any positive reaction raises
questions about some countries'
intentions to keep the displaced in
Lebanon.

In his last meeting with the EU
Special Representative to the Middle
East Peace Process, Sven Koopmans,
Aoun also raised the issue of Syrian
refugees in Lebanon and the need
for the European Union to facilitate
their return to their country and
provide aid to them in it (Syria) and
that Lebanon can no longer bear
more negative consequences of this
displacement.

About 1.5 million Syrian refugees
live in Lebanon, 880,000 registered
with the UNHCR, and 400,000
workers.

The commission demands
compliance with international
law

The spokeswoman for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Dalal

Harb previously commented
on the Lebanese demands that
«It is necessary to adhere to the
principles of international law
related to refugees, especially
concerning the principle of
nonrefoulement and the right
to voluntary return in safety
and dignity, and in return,
the refugees have to abide by
the Lebanese laws. Lebanon
has borne its international
responsibility by  hosting
large numbers of refugees for
decades. Lebanon has received
about $9 billion aid to support
Syrian and Palestinian refugees
who are more vulnerable
than the Lebanese people and
public institutions. The most
vulnerable refugees receive
cash assistance in Lebanese
pounds, knowing that nine out of ten
Syrian refugees in Lebanon live in
extreme poverty.»

Human Rights Watch .. Unsafe

conditions

The HRW researcher in Lebanon
Aya Majzoub confirmed the polls
conducted by HRW also showed the
conditions in Syria are not safe for
the return of refugees. In a previous
interview, she confirmed an HRW
report last October documented
cases of arbitrary arrest, kidnapping
and killing by the Syrian security
services against returnees from
Lebanon and Jordan.

The HRW report entitled “Our
Lives Are Like Deathy said Syrian
refugees who voluntarily returned to
Syria between 2017 and 2021 from
Lebanon and Jordan faced grave
human rights abuses and persecution
atthe hands of the Syrian government
and affiliated militias, including
torture, extra-judicial killings, and
kidnappings.

Among the 65 returnees or their
family members interviewed by
Human Rights Watch,

the organisation documented

21 cases of arrest and arbitrary
detentions, 13 cases of torture, 3
kidnappings, 5 extrajudicial killings,
17 enforced disappearances and 1
case of alleged sexual violence.
The Minister of Immigrants Issam

Sharaf El-Din said the Lebanese
government's plan to return 15,000
refugees a month shows the number
of families that registered reached
460 families from Arsal town, 30
families from Yabroud -city, 49
families from Jarajir village, 47
families from Qara city 212 families
from the village of al-Mashrifa
(Flita), 56 families from the villages
of Ras al-Maarat and Ras al-Ain, 44
families from the village of al-Sahel,
22 families from the village of al-
Sakhrah (their houses are burned to
the ground so these families need
shelters), in addition to 235 Syrian
cars, according to a previous report
for the website Alhurra.

Geagea objects

The head of the Lebanese Forces
Party Samir Geagea previously
stressed «anyone who wants the
displaced Syrians to return to Syria
has to find a way to get Assad out of
Syria.»

«The head of the Free Patriotic
Movement, Gebran Bassil gives
us every day a topic we can
do theses about. He said once
implicitly I am going to Syria
to return the displaced Syrians
to Syria, just as we returned the
Syrian army to Syria.»

Drowning and detaining

Almost every week a Syrian is
killed because of the rampant
racism in Lebanon or Turkey
against Syrians, and those
who are not killed in these
two countries die crossing
their maritime borders to
the European Mediterranean
countries. The last incident
was the sinking of the boat
heading from Lebanon to
Cyprus near the shore of the Syrian
coastal city of Tartus. The irony is
that the Syrians who were in the
boat if they wanted to die in their
mother country Syria, they and their
sons would not have gone to the sea
to die on the Syrian shores which
they could never visit because of
the war that the Syrian regime
imposed on the people and brought
the sectarian militias to kill them by
land and air.

In addition, the security services
of the Assad regime arrested some
Syrian, Palestinian and Lebanese
young people who survived the
sinking of the boat off the coast of
Tartus  Governorate.

Informed sources said the regime's
security services arrested the young
men on the pretext of being wanted
by the security forces and for
compulsory service, however, it was
not possible to verify the names and
identities of all the detainees.
Lebanon suffers from very critical
economic conditions, but this does
not call for it to throw the Syrian
refugees into the hands of the regime
in Damascus, which does not spare
efforts to take revenge on those who
were displaced by the war.
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China and Russia .. Alliance that threatens
Taiwan and Japan

Since the start of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine on February 24,
concerns have increase in East Asia
in case China did the same against
its neighbours especially Taiwan and
Japan which fear Chinese attacks,
the thing that requires the USA to
declare its support against China.

In Japan

U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin said, on September 14, in a
meeting with the Japanese Defence
Minister, that the USA reaffirms
its unwavering commitment to the
defence of Japan and that includes
its commitment to credible and
resilient extended deterrence, using
the full range of its conventional and
nuclear capabilities.

In the meeting Austin discussed
China's actions in the Taiwan Strait
and in the waters surrounding
Japan and called them provocative,
destabilizing. «Our  response,
together with Japan and our other
allies and partners, has been
responsible, steady and resolute,»
he said. «So I'm very much looking
forward to working together to
continue to strengthen the U.S.-
Japan alliance. Our alliance remains
a cornerstone of peace and prosperity
in the Indo-Pacific.»

This coincided with the meeting
of the Russian President and his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in
the city of Samarkand in Uzbekistan,
on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Organization summit. Washington
sent a warning message to Beijing,
as the Coordinator of Strategic
Communications for the US National
Security Council, John Kirby, said
that the USA is watching to what
extent the Chinese president will
support Russia. «Our message to
China, I think, has been consistent:
that this is not the time for any kind
of business as usual with Mr Putin,»
he said.

Russian President has denounced
what he calls Western attempts to

create a «unipolar world». He also
criticized the US policy towards the
semi-autonomous island of Taiwan,
which China considers a part of it. In
return, Xi called on Putin to “assume
the role of great powers and play a
guiding role to inject stability and
positive energy into a world rocked
by social turmoil.”

In Taiwan

Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said ties between Russia and
China are a threat to world peace
and Russia calls those who maintain
peace and the status quo provocative,
which highly demonstrates the harm
caused by the alliance of Chinese
and Russian authoritarian regimes
on international peace, stability,
democracy and freedom. In return,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said Russia supports Beijing's «One
Chinay policy on the issue of Taiwan.
U.S. President said U.S forces would
defend Taiwan if China invaded it.
Askedina CBS 60 Minutes interview
broadcast whether U.S. forces
would defend the democratically
governed island claimed by China,
he replied: «Yes, if in fact, there was
an unprecedented attack.

China called Biden's statements
serious violation of the one-China
principle and the provisions of the
three China-US joint communiqués.
They send a wrong signal to the
separatist forces for <Taiwan

independence. While a White House
spokesman confirmed to AFP that
US policy toward Taiwan has not
changed.

Concerning the Taiwanese-American
cooperation, Chinese President said
on September 21 that the People»s
Liberation Army has to prepare to
engage in a real war. While U.S.
Vice President Kamala Harris said,
on September 28, that The USA
will act without fear or hesitation in
Asia, including the Taiwan Strait,
and accused Beijing of disturbing
behavior in the East and South China
Seas and of provoking in the Taiwan
Strait

The USA considers peace and
stability in the Taiwan Strait
fundamental to freedom and

openness in the Indo-Pacific region.
«We will continue to fly, navigate,
and work without fear or hesitation
whenever international law allows
it,» it said. It reiterated its opposition
to any unilateral Chinese efforts to
seize Taiwan promising continued
US support for the island's defense.
«Washington does not want war
with China, but expects continued
aggressive behavior from Beijing,
which is trying to unilaterally
undermine the status quo,» it added.

China provokes Japan

On the same day, Kyodo News

reported that Japan accused China
of sending ships to its territorial
waters around a series of disputed
islands in the East China Sea.
The AFP said that the defence
ministers of the USA, Australia and
Japan met, on October 2, and agreed
to boost military cooperation in the
face of China’s growing ambitions
“to shape the world around it”. «We
are deeply concerned by China’s
increasingly aggressive and
bullying behaviour in the Taiwan
Strait, and elsewhere in the region,»
US Defence Secretary said.

“Our interest lies in the upholding
of the global rules-based order. But
we see that order under pressure in
the Indo-Pacific as well, as China
is seeking to shape the world
around it in a way that we’ve not
seen before,” said Richard Marles,
the Australian defence minister.
Minister of Defense of Japan
Yasukazu Hamada denounced the
unilateral Chinese efforts to change
the status quo using force in the
South and East China Seas as well
as recent missile launches by North
Korea, saying he wanted to discuss
what could done to enhance our
deterrence and response capabilities
in the region.»

Taiwan is armed like Ukraine

Washington and its allies arm
Ukraine, which will prolong the
Russian invasion of Ukraine for
nearly seven months. It seems that
the same would happen in Taiwan
if China invaded it. A New York
Times report said on October 6 that
the USA plans to turn Taiwan into
an arms depot, to enable Taiwan to
withstand if the Chinese military
blockades and invades it.

The newspaper cited US officials
as saying that Taiwan needs to turn
into a large arms depot, and the
administration of US President Joe
Biden has accelerated the sale of
weapons to Taiwan, such as tanks
and anti-ship missiles.

THE LEVANT | IssUE 41 - Novemser 2022

4

www. THELEVANTNEWS.com



REPORTS

EheoLevant

The 20th Congress of the Communist Party of China..
New strategies or staying inside the closed walls

On October 22, the 20th
General Congress of the Communist
Party of China in the capital,
Beijing, finished after it lasted for a
whole week. The Congress declared
amendments to the constitution and
approval of the vision of the current
president Xi Jinping which means he
won a third term and his leadership
of the Chinese armed forces was
renewed.

The conference also resulted in the
election of a central party committee
to lead the country for the next five
years.

But what s surprising is the exclusion
of four permanent members of the
Politburo: Prime Minister Li Keqiang
(67 yo), Speaker of the Chinese
People's Congress Li Zhanshu
(72 yo), Chairman of the Chinese
People's  Political ~ Consultative
Conference Wang Yang (67 yo), and
the Senior Vice Premier of the State
Council Han Zeng (68 yo).

The economy is the core of the
new vision

In his speech to the local press, Xi
expressed his sincere thanks to
the whole Party for their trust and
promised to work diligently to carry
out the party's missions.

«China cannot develop in isolation
from the world, the world needs
China for its development,» said
Xi. Through over 40 years of
relentless reform and opening up,
we have created the twin miracles
of fast economic growth and long-
term social stability,» he said.
«The Chinese economy has great
resilience, potential and latitude.
We must show greater historical
initiative in adapting Marxism to
the Chinese context and write new
chapters in developing socialism
with Chinese characteristics in the
new era.»

New modifications

The congress did not only elect the

Former Chinese President Hu Jintao being led out of the conference hall

Central Committee and extend the
president's third term, but the party
also agreed to make amendments to
its charter aimed at consolidating
President Xi's position and the
guiding role of his political thought
within the party.

Among amendments to the Party
Charter was considering Xi as the
spiritual leader of the Party and
establishing his ideas as guiding
principles for China's future
development and affirming Xi's
pivotal position within the Party and
central Party power in China.
This  resolution was adopted
unanimously by the delegates just
before the end of the conference in
Beijing which included amendments
to the party charter; the nearly 97
million Party members should
support Comrade Xi's pivotal role
within the CPC Central Committee
and the Party as a whole.

About Taiwan

The Communist Party decided for
the first time to include in its charter
a reference to Beijing's opposition
to Taiwan's independence. The
resolution stated that the party
agreed to include in its charter its
opposition to the resolute opposition

of the separatists seeking Taiwan's
independence.

The pragmatism Xi adopted speaking
on Taiwan has not worked as he
links his legacy to unity calling it an
integral part of his plan to achieve a
great renewal of the Chinese nation
by 2049 a century after the party first
set its eyes on Taiwan.

“There are only very few scenarios
under which Xi would seek
unification at any cost,” Taiwan’s
senior China adviser Chao told
Financial = Times.  «Unification
needs to be achieved together with
China’s great rejuvenation, this is
a dialectic relationship. He will not
renounce the use of force to achieve
unification, but achieving unification
must not damage rejuvenation, the
final goal.»

Strange incident

The cameras that shot the events
of the Chinese Communist Party
Congress showed that former
Chinese President Hu Jintao was led
out of the hall. The governmental
media did not explain what
happened in that incident shot by
AFP journalists. It seems that any
reference or mention to the former
president is censored.

Staff asked Hu Jintao, who was
President of China from 2003 to
2013 and is considered a reformer, to
get up from his seat next to President
Xi's one in the front row of the
People’s Palace hall.

Someone in the audience tried to get
the 79-year-old former president up
by the arm, but he refused. Another
person tried to lift him from his seat,
but the former president insisted on
resisting.

Hu tried to take with him documents
that were on his table, apparently
belonging to the president, but Xi
stuck to them.

However, the former president was
forced to leave, and the clerk led
him by arm to the door of the hall,
leaving a vacant seat near Xi. No
official explanation has been so far
issued, and the Chinese authorities
did not respond to AFP's questions
about this. Standing up, Hu had
a short dialogue with Xi, who
responded without looking at him,
and with Premier Li Keqiang, who
patted him amiably on the shoulder
and the audience did not stand still.
It is also strange that this is the first
time in 25 years that no woman has
been elected to be a member of the
Communist Party's Politburo.

Xi's autocracy

The foreign media began to wonder
about this behaviour against former
President Hu who was close to the
USA and whether it was a Chinese
message to Washington, or it was
related to President Xi's autocracy
and his monopoly over government
away from those who participated in
the Chinese economic renaissance
during the last three decades.

In conclusion, does China have a
new strategy to deal with the changes
that occur in the world order and
make a room for it in major issues,
or will it be satisfied with staying
within its walls as it was during the
past decades that followed World
War 11?7
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'The leaks in Nord Stream pipelines..
Were they acts of sabotage?

quakes in the affected areas in
Bornholm intensify the debate about
acts of sabotage. Seismologists
recorded quakes which could indicate
that explosions happened before
there were three-point leaks on the
Nord Stream 1 and 2 gas pipelines.
A seismograph on the Danish
island of Bornholm registered an
earthquake twice on September 26;
the first at 2:04 a.m. in the southeast
of Bornholm and the second at 7:04
p.m. The Swedish National Seismic
Network has recorded two “massive
energy release” events near the
Danish island of Bornholm, Peter
Schmidt, a seismologist at Uppsala
University, told AFP. The cause “can
only be an explosion”.

Quakes and explosions

Schmidt said he could not determine
if it was due to the gas leak. A
pressure drop at Nord Stream 2 was
officially reported for the first time
on the afternoon of September 26
and another one in Nord Stream 1
in the early evening, shortly after
the second recorded earthquake. The

Russia to Germany in three places
near Bornholm. The Danish Navy
posted a video on Twitter showing
swirling bubbles with a radius of
more than one kilometre on the sea
surface.

Crisis teams

Sweden and Denmark formed crisis
teams and formed no-shipping
zones. The Danish Energy Agency
said that ships might lose buoyancy
and ignite if they entered the no-
shipping zones. Crisis teams met
in Sweden and Denmark. Swedish
Foreign Minister Anne Linde said
that when the leaks became known,
a crisis management team was
called, in which several ministries
and authorities participated, and
the Danish Foreign Minister, Jeppe
Kofod, was also called.

The German Federal
Ministry of the Interior

The spokesman of the German
Federal Ministry of the Interior
declared that the damage to the Nord

very seriously. «We are in close
contact with the federal government,
German security authorities and our
Danish and Swedish partners,» he
said. The operator of Nord Stream
1 explained that investigations are
currently underway and that the
damage to the gas pipelines may now
be greater than expected.

Der Spiegel newspaper reported
that the lines were destroyed at a
longer distance. The newspaper
quoted government departments
that there was no other explanation
for the explosive pressure drop in
the pipelines so it could be an attack
to create uncertainty in European
gas markets. Although gas is not
currently delivered via any of the
pipelines, the uncertainty raises the
price of gas. Der Spiegel said safety
measures for pipelines and other gas
supply systems are currently being
checked under high pressure.

Investigations
There is no official information

on how possibly leaks happened.
However, there are increasing signs

and Denmark, a targeted attack on
European gas infrastructure is the
cause of the unprecedented damage
to the two pipelines. «It's hard to
think it is a coincidence,» Danish
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
said.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki talked about an act of
sabotage. «All the details are not yet
known, but it is most likely the next
level of escalation of the situation in
Ukraine,» he said.

The damages at three different points
and close distances to the Nord Stream
1 and 2 pipelines indicate that this
is probably an act of sabotage from
someone who wants to aggravate the
energy crisis in Europe and raise the
uncertainty of energy in European
countries in particular.

The investigations should reveal
suspicious movements  through
satellites, radars, or seismic centres
to discover who was behind this act
of economic sabotage.

Source: Lecks an Nord-Stream-
Pipelines: Starke Hinweise auf
Sabotage| tagesschau.de
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Multiple missiles hitthe center of Ukraine’s

capital Kyiv on 10th October 2022. Several other
cities in the country’s south and west were also hit
by Russian missile strikes. President Volodymyr
Zelensky said Russia had used Iran-made drones
responding to attack on the Kerch Bridge linking
Crimea with the mainland
It comes just two days after a blast destroyed
part of Russia’s Kerch Bridge, the only bridge
linking Russia to the Crimean peninsula. Russian
President Vladimir Putin confirmed he ordered
the strikes on Ukrainian cities, which were
carried out by long-range missiles, in response to
the bridge attack, and vowed a “harsh response”
to any acts threatening Russia.Ukraine has not
claimed responsibility for the blast.
Russian President Vladimir Putin called the attack
that damaged the huge bridge connecting Russia
to its annexed territory of Crimea “a terrorist act”
masterminded by Ukrainian special services.

Kerch Bridge

The Kerch Bridge, which holds important strategic
and symbolic value to Russia in its faltering war
in Ukraine, was hit a day earlier by what Moscow
has said was a truck bomb. Road and rail traffic
on the bridge were temporarily halted, damaging
a vital supply route for the Kremlin’s forces.
Western responds

French President Emmanuel Macron added to his

condemnation of the new wave of Russian strikes
across Ukraine, accusing Moscow of deliberately
targeting civilians. These «deliberate strikes by
Russia on the whole of Ukrainian territory and
against civilians, it is a profound change in the
nature of this war,» he said during a trip to western
France, adding that he would bring together his
diplomatic and military advisers concerned upon
his return to Paris to «take stock» of the situation.
In an earlier response to the Russian strikes, he
reaffirmed France's commitment to increase
military support.

Condemning the attacks, Germany has promised
help in repairing damage to civilian infrastructure,
including electricity and heating supplies.
«Russia once again has shown to the world what
it stands for — it is terror and brutality. Those who
are responsible have to be held accountable,» said
the Commission president.

President Biden said the latest Russian attacks
“killed and injured civilians and destroyed
targets with no military purpose. They once again
demonstrate the utter brutality of Mr. Putin’s
illegal war on the Ukrainian people.”“These
attacks only further reinforce our commitment to
stand with the people of Ukraine for as long as it
takes,” Biden said in a statement.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and UK
Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke separately to
Zelenskiy by phone, condemning the Russian
attacks and pledging more economic and military
aid to Kyiv.“Putin’s destructive rhetoric and
behavior will not diminish our resolve,” a Downing
Street spokesperson said. These indiscriminate
attacks on civilians are war crimes,” European
Council President Charles Michel said in a

er Russia bombing Kyiv?

tweet. The bombing of the Rules of war
Kerch Bridge - Crimea, is considered a change
in the rules of war or the rules of engagement.
The war, to the extent of blowing up the bridge,
avoided hitting cities, infrastructure and civilian
sites, and this means that the bombing of the
bridge opens a new page in the confrontation, and
it can be considered a declaration of war, at least
from the Russian side. It is noteworthy that Russia
was subjected to intelligence work to assassinate
the daughter of the Russian thinker Dugin, who is
close to President Putin.

The succession of the bombing of Nord Stream
Lines 1 and 2 in the Baltic Sea with the bombing
of the Kerch Bridge means that there are strategic
goals on the list of Ukrainian intelligence, which
could open Ukraine's appetite for carrying out
broader operations from within the principle of
parallel intelligence wars and weakening Russia's
home front.

Warning message

Russia's military response by bombing the capital
of Ukraine, Kyiv and other cities, was a warning
message from Russia's point of view, and it can
be considered a warning message to the West as
well, in order to reduce Western arms supplies to
Ukraine.

But despite these threats, it seems that the West
continues to provide support to Ukraine, within
its pledges within NATO, and this means that the
war in Ukraine is likely to be a hybrid war, and
this depends on the response of Ukraine and the
West to Russia, so that the war remains under
control, or turns into a hybrid war.
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Unprecedented chaos in British politics - and
€Cconomics

Ian Black

These are uncertain times

in British politics in the aftermath
of the resignation of Liz Truss, the
Conservative prime minister who
replaced Boris Johnson only last
month. And that of course, is a very
British understatement! Turbulent,
chaotic, unprecedented and shocking
would far be more accurate. Truss
was the shortest-term premier
in British history: 44 days from
September 6 to October 20.
Truss was forced to step down
following the highly controversial
“mini-budget” of her chancellor of
the exchequer, Kwasi Kwarteng,
who tried to convince the public
that over £40 billion corporation
and personal tax cuts would be
sustainable without any funding.
Truss agreed with Kwarteng that
that was the right approach to ensure
the United Kingdom would become
what fans and detractors like to call
post-Brexit “Singapore on Thames”.
Britain is not alone in facing a
drastic economic emergency. Truss’s
flawed approach has made a difficult
situation — coming out of the Covid
pandemic, coping with the fallout
from Brexit and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine — even worse. All European
countries face similar challenges but
none of the major economies — not
France, Italy, Germany or Spain —
have poured oil on the flames the
way Truss and Kwarteng managed
to do.
Penny Mordaunt, the leader of the
House of Commons, was the first
Tory leadership contender to confirm
she is running for No 10 Downing
Street, promising she can deliver a
“fresh start” for the party. Mordaunt
finished third in the last race in July.
She is reported to have told Jeremy
Hunt (who replaced Kwarteng) he
will remain as chancellor — and that
there will be no delay to his de-facto
budget planned for October 31.

JI\N
Ty
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Rishi Sunak

On Sunday, Rishi Sunak, the
chancellor under Johnson,
announced that he is to run to replace
Truss. He is generally considered to
be far more experienced in handling
the UK economy at an extremely
challenging time, though his own
wife’s personal wealth is considered
a drawback. Sunak, however,
resigned — along with 50 other
ministers and party leaders — when
Johnson refused to step down. That
act bolstered his reputation as an
ethical and trustworthy politician.
Truss, by contrast, failed to step
down as foreign secretary.

Boris announced on Sunday evening
that he will not compete as well.
He remains a controversial figure
not only because of Brexit, but in
particular due to his scandalous
handling of what is known as
“Partygate” - the breaking of Covid
lockdown rules by the ministers and
civil servants who imposed them on
the rest of the country. Boris was on
holiday in the Caribbean when Truss
quit, giving rise to near-hysterical
speculation that he would decide to
stand again.

Each candidate requires the support
of 100 Conservative MPs. Boris’s
potential is his reputation based on
his 80 general election majority in

December 2019 and his witty, larger-
than-life character. He won that
impressive number on the catchy
if superficial slogan of “Get Brexit
Done”.

According to one cabinet member,
the short-term lobbying campaign
for Johnson was ‘“very quick and
very aggressive”. Several reports
claimed that Johnson had asked
Mordaunt to step aside in order to
improve his own chances of beating
Sunak but said that she had refused.
Boris divides opinion in the Tory
party and the country alike. His
supporters believe he is the only
person who would stand a chance
of winning the next election for
them. They point out that despite
having been ousted in July he still
has a mandate. Because of that,
they argue that calls by Labour and
other parties for a general election
would have far less resonance under
a second Johnson premiership. But
other Tories believe a second stint
in No 10 would be even more of a
disaster than the first one, and the
short leadership of Truss.

Public opinion also matters in
these strange times. On Saturday,
even some leading right-wing
commentators were arguing that
Johnson should stand aside and not

attempt a comeback. His time had
passed. This was the view of Charles
Moore in his Daily Telegraph
column. There were signs too that
the populist Sun and Daily Mail
newspapers were hedging their bets,
keen not to back a loser, as they
had done with Truss, and seeing the
dangers of another act of Tory self-
harm. For once, Boris appears to
have listening to his critics.
Labour and other opposition party
demands for a new general election
are unlikely to happen. Why would
Tory MPs vote for their own
demise? The Conservatives have
become virtually ungovernable.
The departure of Britain’s shortest
serving prime minister and a possible
comeback by her predecessor
has created further divisions and
infighting in that chaotic party.
By the end of this week or possibly
even earlier, the United Kingdom
will have its third prime minister in
less than three months. Who will it
be? Sunak, as frontrunner, would be
a reasonable winner in these strange
times, although he will face multiple
challenges that will be a nightmare
to handle. It feels currently as if
Britain is on the edge of a very high
cliff. It is hard to be optimistic about
the country’s future.
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'The Spectre of the Dirty Bomb

James Denselow

Putin's military chief, Sergei
Shoigu, has been hitting the phones
somewhat surprisingly engaging
with his military counterparts in the
UK, USA and France. His central
message was that Ukraine's military
is planning some sort of attack
using a conventional explosive that
includes radioactive material, but is
not a nuclear weapon, since Ukraine
doesn't possess nuclear weapons
In response Paris, Washington and
London issued a joint statement
claiming that “our countries made
clear that we all reject Russia’s
transparently  false allegations
that Ukraine is preparing to use
a dirty bomb on its own territory.
The world would see through any
attempt to use this allegation as a
pretext for escalation. We further
reject any pretext for escalation by
Russia”

There is little doubt that we are in
a phase of deep uncertainty and
escalation in the Ukraine war.
The combination of Ukraine’s
successful counteroffensive,

Russia’s annexing referenda’s and
partial mobilisation, kamikaze
drones attacking Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure and an impending
battle for Kherson, the only city that
Moscow has managed to capture,
all happening in the weeks before
a Ukrainian winter supposedly puts
events into a deep freeze.
Added into this toxic mix is more
and more talk of the use of nuclear
weapons and now the prospect of
a ‘dirty bomb’. So what is such
a device and what was a senior
Russian official talking about
it supposed to achieve? A dirty
bomb has no exact definition but
is essentially a hybrid device that
signals a willingness to escalate and
go far beyond the rules and norm
of conventional war but that exists
below the threshold for a nuclear
conflict.

If one were to be used the threat of
radiation, particularly to vulnerable
civilian groups unequipped with
protective equipment, could likely
sow mass panic if used near

population centres. The narrative
Shoigu was suggested was that
such a device would be exploded
on Ukrainian controlled territory
as a means of persuading further

Western military support to Kiev.
The alternative thesis is that it would
be a ‘false flag’ attack, a concept
much talked about but seldom seen
on a large scale whereby violence
becomes theatre and a chance to
incriminate your enemy through
your own actions.

By rejecting the possibility of Kiev
committing such a tactic, have the
Western states called Moscow’s
bluff or make it more likely for
such a device to be used and for the
predicted blame to be apportioned
regardless of the evidence? Let us
not forget that there was not much
in the form of actual evidence of the
referendums being welcomed by a
supportive population in the East of
Ukraine but that didn’t stop Russia
claiming a overwhelming mandate.
Truth or facts only matter so much
within the narratives of Russia’s
way of war.

Yet the use of a dirty bomb would
certainly escalate what is already a
devastatingly costly conflict for both
sides and for the world far beyond.
It may not change any immediate
part of the equation in the short term
beyond those it kills and forces from
their homes. However, it would
signal further loosening of restraints

in a conflict already marked by
supposedly over 35,000 war crimes
and counting.

Its use, if clearly ascribed to Moscow,
would also pose the question as to
what Ukraine’s allies would do in
response. The rumour around any
use of Russian nuclear weapons
is that the US has committed to
destroy  Russia’s  conventional
forces fighting within Ukraine. A
dirty bomb whose fingerprints are
not as obvious as a fully nuclear
device could lead to a number of
things ranging from a vast increase
in arms support (both quantities and
types) or even more drastic attempts
to isolate Russia economically.
Essentially it would pour fuel over
a raging fire and make the prospect
of nuclear weapons use, already the
highest since the “Cuban Missile
Crisis” according to US President
Biden, even more likely. It would
reflect Russia’s desperation but also
its commitment to use escalation as
a tactic of extracting itself from its
mistakes made to date. It would
mark a new and dangerous chapter
in the story of human warfare and
we’d all be the worse off from
living in a time when such a device
is considered a weapon to use.
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Regional Echoes of the Iranian Uprising

Dalia Ziada

The resilience of the
highly disciplined Iranian
protesters has not worn, for
the fourth week in a row,
despite the deadly repression
applied by the guards of the
Mullah regime. The women-
led rallies, which have been
sparked by the killing of
Mahsa (Jina) Amini, a young
Iranian Kurdish woman, at
the hands of the morality
police for not appropriately
donning her headscarf, are
now turning into a popular
uprising that is hard rocking

A woman takes part in a protest in Berlin

the first. Tehran has been
regularly attacking Kurdish
communities in northern
Iraq, since 2016, under the
claim of chasing terrorists.
A few days later, Ayatollah
Khamenei, Iran’s Supreme
Leader, claimed, in a speech,
that the protests are part
of a western conspiracy
against Iran. The next day,
the commander of IRGC’s
Land Forces accused Israel
of «using anti-Revolutionary
Guard bases in  the
northern region of Iraq to
its advantage.” He argued
that despite Iran's repeated
pleas to the Iraqi central
government, no action was
taken, leaving Tehran with

the entire Islamic Republic.
Exposing the ugly face of the
theocratic hardliners is, presumably,
the greatest achievement of the
ongoing Iranian protests. The youth
stand up for restoring their stolen
individual  freedoms  underlines
that there is no difference between
the Mullah-led regime in Iran and
the Taliban regime in neighboring
Afghanistan, except the former
being a Shiite and the latter being a
Sunni. Both regimes are founded on
a religious extremist ideology that
derives power and legitimacy from
systematic discrimination against
fragile social groups, particularly
women and ethnic minorities.
The diverse layers of Mahsa
Amini’s identity as a woman and
a Kurd instigated unprecedented
regional solidarity with the Iranian
protesters, especially in the Levant
countries. Kurdish Human rights
activists emphasized that Jina and
her family were subjected to cruel
police treatment mainly because of
their ethnicity. The Iranian regime is
notorious for practicing systematic
discrimination against the Kurdish
minority in Iran, as well as in Syria
and Iraq.

That explains why the assault on
Jina echoed loudly in the Kurdish-
controlled regions in Syria and
Iraq. In northern Syria, hundreds

of women took to the streets to set
their headscarves on fire and cut
their hair to show solidarity with
the suppressed Iranian sisters. In
Iraq’s Kurdistan region, dozens of
activists gathered outside the United
Nations office to protest the tyranny
of the Iranian regime and call for
justice. ‘Women, life, freedom’
and ‘death to the Mullah regime’
are the slogans chanted the most by
Iranian protesters and sympathizers
worldwide.

Despite being a minority, the Kurds
in Iran are a large population of 15
million citizens, about 17% of the
Iranian population. More than 45%
of the Iranian Kurds are young
people. Most of them are well-
educated despite their miserable
living circumstances, with limited
access to governmental services, in
purposefully impoverished cities
in northwestern territories close to
Iran’s borders with Iragq.

The Kurdish culture favors a secular
rather than religious way of living.
The Iranian Kurds are among the
most politically active groups in Iran.
They were among the first social
groups to form communist political
parties in the 1950s and 1960s. For
that reason, the Iranian Mullahs
saw them as an existential threat in
both political and ideological terms.

Since the foundation of the Islamic
Republic in 1979, the Kurds have
been growing as steadfast political
opposition to their religious-based
rule. Ruhollah Khomeini, the first
Supreme Leader, had publicly
instructed the ‘elimination’ of the
Kurds because of their Marxist /
communist beliefs, which he labeled
as a threat to Islam.

While failing to repress the internal
protests, which have been growing
by a snowball effect, Tehran decided
to target the sympathizing Kurds
in neighboring Iraq with missiles
and drones. On September 29th, as
demonstrations entered the twelfth
day, the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard (IRGC) launched a missile
attack on the Kurdish cities of Koya
and Qala in northern Iraq (about 60
km eastern Erbil). The unjustifiable
Iranian offensive killed seventeen
people, including a pregnant woman,
and injured 58 civilians.

The IRGC leadership justified
the attack by chasing the Kurdish
separatists, who have been leaking
into Iran to participate in the protests.
The IRGC, then, warned that the
missile attacks on northern Iraq “will
continue with full determination
until the threat is effectively
repelled.” The Iranian offensive on
the Iraqi Kurdistan region is not

little choice but to directly
shell the Kurdistan area
to push against Israel’s growing
influence there. He claimed that
the recent Iranian attacks struck 40
targets run by Israel and Kurdish
separatist groups in northern Iraq.
Blaming the United States, Israel,
and the Kurds in neighboring
countries is one of the old tricks
the Mullahs use whenever they face
angry protests at home. The alleged
foreign interference in Iranian affairs
has succeeded before in demonizing
the political opposition, justifying
the regime’s suppression of the
demonstrators, and keeping ordinary
citizens in a state of constant panic
from an imaginary external enemy
called the West, in a way that
directly serves the ruling regime and
strengthen its power. However, this
deceitful technique is not expected
to save the Mullahs, this time, amid
this unprecedented street rage.
The current protests are expanding,
spatially and politically, beyond the
borders of Iran and the perceptions
of the Iranians. This special
momentum may be the end of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and it
may also be the end of the Levant
as we know it and the rebirth of a
better reality in the most turbulent
area in the geography of the Middle
East.
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What drives Abu Mohammed
al- Jolani to the Afrin Affair?

Lazghine Ya'qoube

Over the last week, rapid and
developing events took place in the
countryside of Aleppo which started
in the city of al-Bab in far- east
and ended up unexpectedly in the
takeover of the city of Afrin in the
northwest. Ostensibly, the man that
stands behind such a move is Abu
Mohammed al- Jolani who had long
eyed the Kurdish region.

Al- Jolani could been an appealing
alternative to all extremist groups of
the Syrian National Army (SNA) as
he leads the most dominant force in
pro-Turkey opposition held areas.
He has always said his group was
not antagonizing the West.

In 2012 Afrin fell to the control
of Kurdish fighters of Peoples'
Protection Units (YPG) which
lost control to Turkish forces and
the affiliated factions of SNA in
the aftermath of «Operation Olive
Branch» in 2018.

Since then, frontlines in Afrin,
remained calm though human
rights abuses against the indigenous
Kurdish population was the sole
predominant reality since then.
In June, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(formerly al- Nusra Front) marched
upon the Kurdish region, but the
attempt fell to the ground allegedly
by Turkish intelligence services.
However, the question that poses
itself is why the operation was
consented right now and what is the
aim of such a takeover.

On the surface, the recent rapid
development came on  the
background of the murder in the city
of al-Bab of a media activist and his
pregnant wife in which fighters of al-
Hamza Division were involved.
Nonetheless, in a broader sense, the
control by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS) of the city of Afrin could not
be linked solely to that al-Bab local
factional occurrence.

Within the context of the Syrian

Crisis, al- Jolani founded al-Nusra
Front in 2012 with the absolute aim
of toppling Syrian President Bashar
Assad. The group attracted mass
sympathy from Syrians. It engaged
in violent battles against the Syrian
regime forces though al- Jolani
maintained they were not fighting
Alawites.

It is beyond denial that the capture
of the city of Afrin by HTS bore
results without putting up much
fighting. On the road to Aftrin
Faylaq al-Sham, a group supported
by Turkey vacated all checkpoints
and posts. The fighters advanced
with seemingly no resistance put up
by Faylaq al-Sham.

From a military point of view, the
<Afrin Affair' shows how weak and
fractured the SNA factions are. They
have been divided into two groups;
those siding with al- Jolani and those
against. This could- with the passage
of time- lead to further defections
and divisions. HTS has a history of
subduing rival Islamic factions and
absorbing their fighters.

The group has long controlled much
part of the Idlib Province. It runs
the areas under its control via the
«Syrian Interim Government,» a civil
umbrella. However, there is another
important question, could HTS man
all these vast areas from Idlib up to
Afrin and probably beyond?

The group in Syria is more popular
than Islamic State which was largely
made up of foreign fighters. Al-
Nusra Front, by contrast, is made up
mostly of Syrians.

Human rights abuses under extremist
factions, factional infighting was
also a factor that always kept Afrin
a tense situation. The image of the
Syrian opposition has been tarnished
beyond repair. Afrin was the rock
on which Turkey's backed Syrian
opposition eroded.

Echoing such fears by civilians
living in the city, HTS said in a
statement that they would «Protect
Arabs and Kurds.»

Notably and most importantly,

Al Jolani

HTS's control of the predominant
Kurdish cities, towns and villages
came on the very same day Russian
President Vladimir Putin and his
Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip
Erdogan met in the Kazakh capital
Astana.

In retrospect, on January 19, 2018
Russian Military Police pulled out of
the Kafar Janeh base, the following
day Turkish forces commenced the
Afrin operation.

This being the case- back in
Kazakhstan- Putin courted Erdogan
on Thursday by proposing a gas hub
be developed on Turkish soil to be a
«platform, not only for deliveries but
also for determining prices because
this is a very important issue.»
This gesture raises speculations on
whether HTS would remain confined
to Afrin or go beyond and for what a
compromise.

Aspunishment to the war on Ukraine,
the west has imposed sanctions on
Russia which in return has strangled
gas deliveries. The new tsarist has
his own cards to play too.

Putin's idea is to export more gas via
the TurkStream gas pipeline running
beneath the Black Sea to Turkey.
Carrying natural gas from Russia to
Turkey and further to Europe, the
TurkStream was formally launched
in January 2020. The pipeline could

\ enable Russia to avert Ukraine as a

transit route.

Putin ingratiating himself with
the Turkish President on the gas
file could make concessions to his
Turkish counterpart elsewhere.
Erdogan, to have Russian
aspirations met, would find no
better appeasement than a new
salient of territory be taken in east
Euphrates.

The Turkish long- announced
though since then much delayed
Rojava operation has always fallen
on the Russian rocks. Putin this
time could amend his position.
On Friday, Erdogan told reporters
that he and Putin had instructed
relevant authorities to carry out
<immediately’ joint technical studies
on the Russian leader's proposal to
set up a potential gas supply center
in Turkey. «There would be no
waiting,» Erdogan noted in his first
comment on the proposal.

If so, Putin would consolidate his
position in the gas arena against
the West in the mid- term and
could shift Turkey to the Russian
orbit in the long- term. Turkey,
in turn, could benefit twice from
Putin's unrepeatable and irresistible
proposal. However, not without a
sacrifice from Putin.

As fighting is going on in the vicinity
of the «<symbolic' Kafar Janeh base,
factions still controlling Azaz further
east are on high alert for any advance
by al- Jolani men. If that happens the
way to areas known as «Operation
Euphrates Shield» would be open.
Amid this status of the affair, the
situation remains a delicate one.
The retreated factions could be
deployed elsewhere by Ankara in
east Euphrates.

Up to now, the whole matter seems
an undisclosed mystery- not an
unfounded one however- that is
going to be unraveled in the days-
probably weeks- to come though
prospects of a new Turkish military
operation into Rojava seem higher
than ever.
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The Houthis obstruct the truce in Yemen

Saad Al Hamid
The rapid international
changes have cast a shadow

over the war in Yemen where
the warring sides have failed to
reach an agreement to extend a
nationwide ceasefire through which
international relief and humanitarian
efforts reach the Yemeni people who
have been suffering from this war
for more than eight years because of
the Houthi militia's control over the
state institutions and its coup d'état
against the legitimate government.
The efforts of the international
community succeeded in bringing
together the warring sides to agree
on a truce under the auspices of
the United Nations and foreign &
regional countries. This truce is a
starting point for political agreements
that can put an end to this bloody
war that threatens to put millions
of Yemenis at risk of starvation not
forgetting the shortage of medical &
relief aid and fuel.

The truce allows commercial flights
from Sana'a International Airport
(which has been receiving only aid
planes since 2016) and importing
oil derivatives through the port
of Hodeidah, where more than 50

ships came loaded with 1.4 million
tons of oil derivatives to the Houthi-
controlled ports of Hodeidah. The
truce was extended twice for another
two months, and international efforts
are still ongoing to extend this truce
for the third time for six months.
However, the Houthis are stubborn
and constantly put many obstacles
to thwart the truce extension, they
do not implement the terms of the
truce to open the main roads of the
besieged province of Taiz since
2016, they abstain from paying
the civilians' dues and salaries in
the areas under their control (as
it was agreed since the truce was
approved), they steal the revenues
of the ports of Hodeidah and refuse
to transfer them to the Central Bank
in Aden so that the government
pays those salaries and they avoid
the discussion of the ongoing
military violations of the truce,
furthermore, some sources say that
the Houthis have many demands,
such as sharing oil and gas revenues
with the legitimate government and
providing the areas they control
with electricity through the Ma'rib
station.

The legitimate Presidential Council
spare no efforts to find points in
common with the Houthis and to
make many concessions for Yemen.
US Secretary of State Anthony

Blinken confirmed this when he
clarified Washington's concern about
the recent Houthi actions, stressing
the importance of the international
community's  support for the
Presidential Leadership Council in
Yemen despite the Houthis' failure
to fulfil their obligations.

The US Special Is Envoy to Yemen
Tim Lenderking also said that the
Houthi militias are responsible
for obstructing the truce extension
and returning to war by imposing
impossible demands like paying
their fighters' salaries first and that
disrupts the efforts to continue
the truce. On the other hand, the
failure of the meetings of the UN
representative for Yemen Hans
Grundberg's recent visit to Oman
with Houthi leaders clearly shows
the Houthis are not serious about the
truce extension.

As well, the recent escalating threats
made by these militias to target
foreign-owned airports, ports and oil
companies indicate that this is related
to the protests happening in Iran and
threatening its regime. Therefore,
these militias are playing their role
which is to continue pressurising and
threatening world peace, waterways
and global energy sources.

There is no doubt that the Houthis
are blackmailing the Presidential
Council by constantly increasing

their demands to serve their interests
and restore their strength on many
fronts and levels, thus, the proposed
solutions are systematic international
pressure from Washington and
the West which impose extensive
sanctions on Houthi leaders and
their funders to start another truce
that might put an end to this war,
as well, the West will not be silent
on the Houthis' intransigence and
threat to energy security in light of
the current world circumstances
especially the Russian-Ukrainian
war and its effects on oil and energy
prices.

The US Envoy responded to
the Houthi threats to the oil and
commercial shipping companies
by saying that these threats are
completely unacceptable and it
serves the US national security's
interest to help our Gulf partners
defend themselves from any foreign
aggression. Even if US officials'
recent statements about OPEC’s
decision to reduce oil production
do not agree with those statements,
everything says that stopping
the Houthis is necessary now for
this region because it wants to
destabilise this region for the sake of
their funders. Therefore, the future
requires the international community
to intensify their efforts, even more,
to stand in front of this entity.
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Normalisation ties between Erdogan-Assad:
Al-Nusra Front now in Afrin

Zara Saleh

Last Thursday, the extremist
group of Al-Nusra Front, well-
known as «Hayat Tahrir Al-Shamy,
the Syrian branch of Al-Qaida, took
control over the occupied Kurdish
city of Afrin. The Kurdish areas of
Afrin were occupied by Turkey and
the Syrian opposition groups that
were backed by Turkey since 2018.
According to the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham
(HTS), which controls most of the
Idlib province, began clashes with
Turkish-backed jihadist Faylaq Al-
Sham (Al-Jabha Al-Shamia) in Afrin
after these groups withdrew from the
city.

After the HTS group have taken
over the northwest of Syria, many
civilians are afraid of the increase
in abuses and violations, and the
displacement began from the areas
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that had been taken over by the
jihadist of HTS. Arguably, the plan
to hand over Afrin to Hayat Tahrir
Al-Sham after the withdrawal of
the Syrian National Army (SNA)
backed by Turkey, has not been a
sudden plan of a fight between the
militia group of HTS and SNA.
Such has been expected recently
after the Russian plan to normalise
the relationship between Ankara
and Damascus. On the other
hand, Turkish President Erdogan
has agreed with the Russian plan
following his failure to launch a new
military operation against the Syrian
Kurds and the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF).

Added to that, both countries, the
US and Russia, have refused to give
a green light to Turkey to begin new
operations against Kurds that could
affect the stability of the region and
the military plan against ISIS. After
he failed to win Putin’s blessing,
Erdogan appeared to reach for
diplomacy with Syria.

Following their long-term security

level negotiations, Ankara and
Damascus have agreed with
Moscow's plan of normalisation
of their official relationship as this
new U-turn would definitely fulfil
their agendas and interests. On the
one hand, Erdogan is facing new
elections next year, in which the
anti-refugee campaign led by his
opponents of the Turkish opposition
and Erdogan wants to retake this
card from them through his plan,
to send a million Syrian refugees
back to Syria. Secondly, Erdogan
is seeking Assad's regime's support

to deal with the Syrian Democratic
Forces considers as a PKK-affiliates
group in Syria. On the other hand,
Assad has approached to retake
control over the Idlib province,
which now is under Turkey and
HTS control, and eventually Assad
is seeking to regain control over all
Syrian territories including Afrin.
Furthermore, the Syrian regime is
sharing the same «Kurdish Phobia»
with Turkey, where they desire to
take over the areas that are controlled
by the SDF. In fact, both regimes are
pleased that all north and northeast
Syrian borders are not under Kurdish
control.

Consequently, handing over Afrin to
HTS, a radical and extremist group
that is already on the terrorist list,
would be the first step of the Russian
plan for normalisation ties between
Erdogan and Assad. Eventually, the
terrorist group of HTS, which is in
fact an Al-Nusra Front or Al-Qaida,
and similar to ISIS as well, will be
an easy target for Russia and the
international coalition as well.
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