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Erdogan warns
again of invading
northern Syria

Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan renewed his threats in early
July to carry out a new invasion of
northeastern Syria, warning that the
Turkish army would target those whom
Ankara calls terrorists.
«We are taking another step in
establishing a 30-kilometre security
zone along our southern border.,»
Erdogan told the Turkish parliament.
Turkish Foreign Minister said: «It is
the natural right of the Syrian regime
to remove the terrorist organisation
from its territory, but it is not right for
the moderate opposition to be seen as
__ terrorists.» This sparked widespread
" ARy controversy about the newly more
tolerant Turkish position against al-
Assad's regime.

French President terrorism and many other things. nuclear programme peaceful
Emmanuel Macron received They discussed the importance and not interfere in the internal
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed of reaching a political solution affairs of the region, especially Davutoglu stated Turkey had previously
bin Salman at the Elysee Palace to the Syrian crisis that Yemen. | | held talks with Iran about the removal
on July, 28. preserves Syria's territorial They agreed on a political of what Iran called terrorists from the
The KSA & France agreed on integrity and international solution to the Yemeni crisis 4 | region: «We will provide all kinds
cooperation in the fields of efforts to prevent Iran from accordingtothethreereferences, of political support for the (Syrian)
healthcare, technology and acquiringanuclear weaponand and the two-state solution for ‘ regime's work in this regard.»

science, defence, counter- to ensure thatIran will make its the Palestinian cause. All these statements coincided with
the Russian-Turkish-Iranian tripartite

summit in Tehran.

4 -~

British Defence Ministry supports Ukrainian soldiers
and Truss vows to be Ukraine's greatest friend

In early July, the British Ukraine's counteroffensives were for Prime Minister British Foreign
Ministry of Defense said hundreds gaining momentum in the Russian- Secretary Liz Truss said the first
of Ukrainian soldiers were receiving controlled southern Ukrainian city person she will call after her victory
training in several camps in Britain. of Kherson. is Ukrainian President Volodymyr
On July 19, the British Ministry A daylater, British Defense Secretary Zelensky.
described the Russian government Ben Wallace told Sky News that A British intelligence report, on July
as growing desperate after it had Putin may seek to change his war 29, said the Russian special military
lost tens of thousands of soldiers strategy against Ukraine after the group Wagner may be responsible
in the war. On July 28, the British failure of all his plans, (A, B, C). for specific sectors of the battlefront
Ministry of Defense announced that The Conservative Party's candidate in eastern Ukraine.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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Gas crisis puts German-Russian
relations on the line

Jassim Mohamad

Germany still fear flow may
never restart as annual maintenance
work began between 11 -21 July 2022
on Nord Stream 1 pipeline. Germany
is bracing itself for a potentially
permanent halt to the flow of Russian
gas when maintenance work begins
on the Nord Stream 1 pipeline that
brings the fuel to Europe’s largest
economy via the Baltic Sea. The work
on the (1,220km) pipeline is an annual
event and requires the gas taps to be
closed for 10 to 14 days. But never
before in the pipeline’s decade-long
history has Germany seriously been
asking whether the flow will begin
again. Robert Habeck, Germany’s
economy minister, has not shied away
from addressing the government’s
concerns. On Saturday, he spoke of
the “nightmare scenario” that could
occur.[1]

Uncertainty over Gas supply

Uncertainty over energy supply
means that market volatility will
likely remain high. Global supply
chain issues, the Russia-Ukraine
war, rising energy prices, and high
inflation are all serving as headwinds
for the Eurozone, and now forecast
GDP growth of 2.7% this year and
only 1.2% next year (1.5% and 0.9%
for Germany). Companies are also
being affected by the reduced growth
outlook and economic and business
challenges in the US and China, both
of which are key regions for European
exporters. While continue to see
select attractive opportunities for
long-term investors, short-term risks
should not be ignored.[2]

Nord Stream1maintenance
Canada has announced on 10th July

2022 it will return to Germany a
repaired turbine of the Russian Nord

Stream 1 pipeline, which is a core
source of the gas supply to Germany.
It comes as the pipeline prepares to
undergo maintenance from July 11
to 21. Although the maintenance
is nominally routine, the tension
with Russia and the sanctions status
in allied countries like Canada had
prompted German leaders to consider
the possibility of a longer shutdown.
The repairs come amid Canadian
sanctions against Russia extending
«to land and pipeline transport and
the manufacturing of metals and
of transport, computer, electronic
and electrical equipment, as well as
of machinery.»Ukraine had urged
Canada not to return the repaired
part, saying it would undermine
sanctions against Russia.[3]

Ukrainian government
criticized Canada’s decision

The Ukrainian government criticized
Canada’s decision to return the
turbine, saying it would embolden
Moscow to “continue to use energy
as a tool of hybrid warfare against
Europe.”Ukrainian  officials  have
argued that there is no technical
basis for Russia’s demand that the

turbine be returned because the
pipeline can operate without it.
Moscow, they say, is choosing to
weaponize gas flow in retaliation for
sanctions.“This dangerous precedent
violates international solidarity, goes
against the principle of the rule of law
and will have only one consequence:
it will strengthen Moscow’s sense
of impunity,” Ukraine’s foreign and
energy ministries said in a statement.

Conclusion

Ukraine still argues that the Canadian
government's move to repair and send
the turbine to Germany is a violation,
but the truth of the matter is never
that, because the sanctions imposed
by Brussels, the European Union and
the West on Russia, gave Germany and
some European countries a period
until the end of this year 2022 in order
to find an alternative Russian gas and
energy. What Germany and Canada
are doing at the present time can be
explained within the routine annual
maintenance of the Nord Stream 1

pipeline, and cannot be considered
a violation of European sanctions
against Russia.

German concern about the possibility

of stopping gas supplies even after
it was repaired on July 21, 2022
are legitimate concerns, because
of the possibility that Russia will
take a decision to stop gas supplies
to Germany, and this matter is not
excluded, since no one guarantees
what is going on in the minds of
Russian President Putin
Although some analysts believe that
Germany can make concessions to
Russia in order to ensure the flow of
gas and avoid an energy supply crisis,
this is unlikely, since Germany is still
committed to the policies of imposing
economic sanctions against Russia,
in addition to the pressures that the
German Chancellor is subjected
to from within the government.
And Parliament, as well as from
the European Union and the US
administration.

This means that the political and
economic relations between Berlin
and Moscow have declined to the
fullest extent, and it is difficult to
return to their state before the Ukraine
war. Russian-German relations have
entered a new stage, and Germany has
no choice but to bet on its relations
within the European Union and its
transatlantic relationship.
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The strained political
situation in Iraq has taken
a new turn as there are
tears of direct clashes. The
recently published audio
leaks attributed to the head
of the State of Law Coalition,
Nouri al-Maliki, are causing
troubles in the political and
popular circles. The leaks
were subsequently published
by the US-based Iraqi activist
and journalist, Ali Fadhil.
Al-Maliki accused al-Sadr
of being a murderer. He
also accused the head of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party,
Masoud Barzani, of seeking to
harm the Shiites by attracting
the displaced Sunnis and their
leaders.

«How many people did
Mugqtada al-Sadr kill and kidnap
with the duck cars (Toyota Crown)
in Baghdad?» Al-Maliki asked. «I
wanted to make the PMF (popular
mobilisation forces) like the IRGC
(Iranian ~ Revolutionary  Guard
Corps),» al-Maliki said.

Also, inanotherclip, the former prime
minister threatened to attack Najaf
to protect the Marja'iyya if al-Sadr
attacked it. He also spoke of a «cruel
war from which no one escapes», and
that he prepared for that by arming 15
gatherings to confront it.

In response to the leaks, al-Sadr
demanded, on Twitter, the leaders
allied with al-Maliki and his clan
to condemn Al-Maliki's leaks to
extinguish the strife, considering that
al-Maliki has no right to lead Iraq in
any way.

He also said he is surprised at «the
attempt to kill him by the Dawa Party
andits general secretary in al-Maliki.»
«I advise al-Maliki to retire from
political work because his accession
to power will be devastating for Iraq
and its people,» he said.

In the fifth leak, al-Maliki confirms
he has good relations with the leader
of Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq militia Qais al-
Khazali and that the Fatah alliance,
the factions, Kata'ib Hezbollah,

Al-Maliki's leaks have

serious repercussions at critical time

Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq and Kata'ib Sayyid
al-Shuhada' are all directly affiliated
with Iran.

«The leader of Asa'ib Ahl al-Hagq,
Qais al-Khazali, is good, and he is the
one who will strike his opponents.
Khazali is good, but the brothers
in the Fatah and Badr alliance have
nothing to do with them. They are in
their own world, busy with farms,»
Al-Maliki said.

Al-Maliki also called on the leaders
of the armed factions to follow the
IRGC's footsteps and stay away from
Iranian intelligence and delegate their
affairs to the commander of the Quds
Force Esmail Qaani.

«The Iranian situation is now
between two groups; the IRGC
and the intelligence. The Iranian
intelligence has had a problem with
the Iraqi government and the IRGC
since Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani. When Ibrahim Raisi took
office, the views between the two
groups converged. Ali Khamenei's
group is the IRGC, and Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi's group is
the intelligence.

«The IRGC does not give the
intelligence a chance to interfere
with anything, the IRGC is the only
one that decides. When I visited Iran,
I spoke with the advisor of the Iranian

guide Ali Akbar Velayati, the Speaker
of the Shura Council and the Minister
of intelligence and they all agree with
me, butin the end, they say that things
are in the hands of the commander
of the Quds Force Esmail Qaani and
they ask that we devote our efforts
with the IRGC,» al-Maliki said.

Sensitive timing

Since the end of the last parliamentary
elections on October 10, 2021, the
country has plunged into a political
crisis and the main political forces
were unable to agree on electing
a president and forming the next
government after each bloc claimed
thatithad a majorityin the parliament
which includes 329 members.

The political dispute and the inability
of any party to resolve things made
the parliament fail three times in
electing a president of the republic,
exceeding the deadlines stipulated by
the constitution.

Despite the resignation of the Sadrist
bloc's MPs, al-Sadr remained present
during the last period on the political
scene in Iraq through his Twitter
statements.

In this regard, political analyst and
academic Dr Muthanna Al-Ubaidi
told Levant News, «Regardless of

whether these leaks are true or
not, they came out atasensitive
time the political process
in Iraq is going through,
especially after last October's
parliamentary elections, based
on which a new government
was supposed to form but that
did not happen because of the
political blockage followed by
thewithdrawal ofsomepolitical
forces from Parliament, the
most important of which is the
Sadrist movement because of
deep disagreements.

«The leaks and the statements
attributed to Nouri al-Maliki
- despite his denial of them
- increased the complexity
of the political scene and
widened the gap between the
active political forces in Iraq.
These leaks may have been prepared
as part of the political struggle for the
leadership of the Shiite ethnicity in
Iraq,» he said.

Consequences

«Expectations  tell  that the
repercussions of the leaks may be
critical to the Iraqi political process
and we might witness a civil fight,
especially as the country is witnessing
amajor politicaland economiccrisis, »
he expects. «I believe there are many
possibilities and the escalation we see
is maybe because of the leaks but the
real reason is a political conflict and
deep differences between the Iraqi
political forces.

«We may witness people turning
againsthim, and perhapsal-Malikiwill
be forced to make more concessions
concerning confessionalism and
participating in forming the expected
governmentasa part of the settlement
between him and the current leader
Mugqtada al-Sadr. Despite the political
scene might get worse and more
complicated between the political
forces. I believe it is not possible to
ignore the influence of Iran which
will not allow its allies in Iraq to fight
each other,» he added.
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Intermittent war among militias in Western
Libya risk escalating into long conflict

The Libyan PM Abdul
Hamid Dbeibeh refused to hand
over power to the new government,
which the Libyan parliament
assigned Fathi Bashagha to lead. The
current deadlock has intensified the
tension over the past months with
two governments competing over
power and supported by militias
positioned in Western Libya which
is raising fear of a new power crisis
in Libya.

Militias clashing

The competition between Dbeibeh
and Bashagha led to violent armed
clashes on 5 April between the two
largest militias in the capital Tripoli
and Western Libya; the al-Nawasi
militia and the Stability Support
apparatus.

On 16 April, Libyan media outlets
reported military movements in the
vicinity of the Tripoli after news of
Fathi Bashaghah’s intention to enter
the Libyan capital. Large military
columns carrying heavy and
medium weapons were detected
leaving several cities in the western
region heading towards the capital.
On that day, some of the entrances to
the capital city near the supply camp
were closed with earth mounds.
The events followed a meeting
Bashaghah held at his residence in
Tunis with a number of the most
prominent militia leaders in Misrata.
That raised fears inside and outside
Libya of Bashaghah entering the
capital city by force to take over
power from Dbeibeh who refuses
to step down before the elections,
which could spark clashes between
him and Bashaghah's militias.

Libyan army warnings

The Libyan army warned, on 27
April, of the an imminent instability
and security risks in light of the
some recent military movements.
It added that the head of the unity
government Abdul Hamid al-

Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh

Fathi Bashagah

Dbeibeh's determination to stay in
power foreshadows military war.
The spokesman for the General
Command of the National Army
Major General Ahmed al-Mismari
said that the real crisis in Libya
is not political as much as it is a
security crisis; he warned, during
an interview with the Emirati
newspaper al-Bayan, against
sabotaging the achievements of the
Joint Military Committee 5+35.
«The army is trying to maintain
the ceasefire, for as long as it can,
despite the political blockage facing
the committee. The army is closely
monitoring the developments; it
will not allow jeopardising security.
The situation in Libya, is not
promising at the moment; especially
in regards to the militias activity in
Western Libya who continue to
seize public funds.» He accused
Dbeibeh of colluding with those
militias by awarding them with cash
and government posts, especially in
the diplomatic corps.

Bashaghah's attempt to enter
Tripoli

Tension escalated between the
Libyan government mandated by
the Parliament and headed by Fathi
Bashagah and the government of

his rival Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh, on
17 May, after Bashaghah attempted
to enter Tripoli. However, he
and members of his government
were forced to leave, hours after
they entered the capital after the
outbreak of armed clashes between
his militias and Dbeibeh's militias.
«We entered the capital in civilian
cars without any weapon; we were
attacked by three armed groups
with heavy weapons. I, as a prime
minister elected by the legislative
authority, have the right to visit
the capital. The government will
now work from Sirte but I would
like to stress that the capital city
is Tripoli,» Bashaghah stated. «I
would not enter Tripoli by force. I
say this from a position of strength
and not from a position of weakness.
Dbeibeh is working to disrupt the
Libyan elections despite his pledges.
Dbeibeh's government is completely
illegitimate. He leads a family
government in which he appoints his
relatives. We want a government for
all Libyans. Dbeibeh's government
does not recognise the Parliament,
the Supreme Council of State, or the
Libyan laws. My government will
not only watch while the Dbeibeh's
government exploits the Libyans.»
Moreover, Dbeibeh held Bashagha
and his armed groups responsible for

the destruction and losses of public
and private property. He ordered
all security and military agencies
to confront anyone who threatens
the security of citizens, adding that
those who commit such actions
cannot be a party to any dialogue or
political agreement.

Human shields

Following those events, armed
confrontations between armed
militias in western Libya broke out
several times; the biggest took place
on 10 June, when clashes erupted
between the al-Nawasi brigade and
the Stability Support Apparatus.
Light and medium weapons were
used and the clashes get closer to a
public park in the city center.
«An authority resulting from a
Libyan consensus through legitimate
and elected legislative institutions
cannot be compared with an
criminal gang that uses civilians in
the capital city as human shields to
achieve political aims,» The Libyan
Prime Minister, Fathi Bashaghah
tweeted accusing the government of
Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh.

UN concerns over military
conflicts

UNSMIL has received reports of
clashes in Tripoli between armed
groups, which endangered the
lives of civilians, and separately of
mobilization of armed groups, along
with heavy weapons, from areas
surrounding  Tripoli.

UNSMIL is deeply concerned
about these developments, during
an extremely sensitive period of
political polarization which the
United  Nations, international
partners, and concerned Libyans
are making efforts to resolve,
including through the talks aimed
at establishing a constitutional
framework to enable the holding
of national elections at the soonest
possible time.
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Sudan .. Army withdraws from the dialogue

demonstrators for civil state

On 8 June, a dialogue

was launched in Sudan between
the political forces to resolve the
aggravating political crisis. Many
political forces attended, while
others were absent. Direct talks
between the Sudanese forces,
were facilitated by the tripartite
mechanism; the African Union,
IGAD, and UNITAMS.
Sudan News Agency (SUNA)
reported that the attendees were
part of a committee representing
the military forces [the Sovereignty
Council, Forces of Freedom and
Change (the Charter of National
Accord), the Sudan Revolutionary
Front], representatives of the
National Unity Parties and the
Popular Congress Party and other
political forces. The absentees were
the Central Council for Freedom and
Change, the National Umma Party,
the Communist Party, the Sudanese
Resistance Committees and other
revolutionary currents.

Return of the previous regime

The Secretary-General of the United
Nation (SRSG) for Sudan Volker
Perthes said in an article issued by the
UN mission in Sudan: «We want to
make real change through dialogue,
and our role is to facilitate dialogue,
and the decisionisup to the Sudanese.
We seek to see the results of the
dialogue in the coming days after we
had extensive consultations over the
past weeks to facilitate the dialogue.»
«If the current situation continued,
violations and instability would
increase and could lead to the return
of the previous regime. «Killing,
displacement, poverty and sufferance
must stop now. The time has come
for the Sudanese to have their
share of development, democracy,
justice, peace and stability, and we
in the United Nations and the entire
international community are fully
prepared to help in that. The political
process cannot succeed in reaching
a comprehensive, lasting and
unanimous solution unless it is fully

Sundanese and totally extensive.»
Postponement of dialogue

On 11 June, a UN spokesman
announced the launch of a second
round of dialogue to resolve
the political crisis in Sudan was
postponed indefinitely, and the
spokesman for the UN Mission in
Sudan, Fadi Al-Qadi, told AFP that
the three international organisations
had decided to postpone the
dialogue session in light of recent
developments. I do not have a
specific date for the resumption of the
dialogue sessions because the Forces
of Freedom and Change coalition
refused to participate.

A delegation from the Forces for
Freedom and Change held an
informal meeting with military
officials to resolve the crisis, but the
Civil Alliance later said in a statement
that the dialogue is a false political
solution and give legitimacy to the
military coup.

Military in government

Things got worse between the
Sudanese government and the UN
mission. On 29 June, the Sudanese
Foreign Ministry summoned the
SRSG for Sudan and the head of
UNITAMS Volker Perthes and

informed him it is displeased with his
statements about the demonstrations.
Volker had said in an interview
with Al Arabiya TV, that the main
disagreement between the two sides
is centered around the levels of
sovereignty, who represents it, and
whether the military should stay in
the state's governing institutions,
considering that «the June 8
dialogue was not balanced because
some political forces were absent.
All forces have now accepted the
tripartite mechanism , except for
the Communist Party. Freedom and
change are an essential part of the
solution, but they are not enough.
He perceives those who carried out
the coup as part of the problem and
therefore must be part of the solution
(referring to the military forces).»
The Chairman of the Transitional
Sovereign Council, Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Lieutenant-General ~ Abdel-Fattah
al-Burhan affirmed the armed forces
are looking forward to the day when
a national government is elected to
take from it the burden of running
the country's affairs. «The only way
to do that is either by comprehensive
national consensus or by going
to elections, but not by calls to
demonstrations and sabotage,» he
added. «'The army will not be easy in
achieving the country's security and

stability,» he said so a day before
the expected demonstrations.

Popular demonstrations for
civil state

Despite  al-Burhan's  warning
speech, the Sudanese capital,
Khartoum, and several

Sudanese states witnessed new
demonstrations on 13  June,
calling for the power to be handed
over to civilians. Six people were
killed during the demonstrations.
The Sudanese Forces for Freedom
and Change blamed Sudanese
authorities for the casualties
describing them as crimes against
humanity and adding that the
Sudanese people have affirmed
their determination to have a civil
state.

«The demonstrations on 30 June
where millions took down to the
street achieved a significant change in
the balance of power in favour of the
Sudanese peopleandtheiraspirations.
The participation of millions of
people in the demonstrations today
dealt a painful blow to those who
incite divisions. Our people put the
army at the top of their priority list
for the sake of the country's stability.
We tell the international community
that Sudan's stability is dependent on
creating a civil democracy.»

It seems that the Sudanese
demonstrations have finally paid off;
chairman of the Sudanese Sovereignty
Council, Abdel-Fattah  al-Burhan,
announced, on Monday 4 July that
the military would not participate
in the dialogue run by the tripartite
mechanism. «The military institution
will be committed to implementing
the outcomes of the dialogue, and
the Sovereignty Council will be
dissolved after the formation of the
next government, and a higher council
of the armed forces will be formed,»
said Abdel-Fattah. «The army’s
withdrawal from the dialogue aims to
give the opportunity to the political
and revolutionary forces to form a
government of competencies.»
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The peace is stuck between Moscow's defeat and
Kyiv's surrender in the Ukrainian Crisis

Since February 24, when
the Russian military invasion of
Ukraine began, attempts to resolve
the crisis have never stopped.
However, peace does not seem to be
made soon because Russia insists on
occupying the basin of the Azov Sea
and connecting it with the Donbas
region in eastern Ukraine especially
since Moscow recognised, before
the invasion, the separation of two
regions from Ukraine which said that
no peace agreement can suit it unless
all Russian soldiers get out of its lands
since they are invaders, which seems
unlikely to happen in the foreseeable
future.

The French will have to
negotiate

The positions of the great powers,
which are affected in a way or another
by the Ukrainian war, varied between
those who called for dialogue and
others who encouraged Ukraine to
war until it restored all its lands. On
June 15, despite the fierce battles in
eastern Ukraine, France reconfirmed
it makes sure to keep the door of
dialogue open with Moscow and
Ukraine would have to hold talks with
Russia at some point to try to end the
war between the two countries.

Washington will not pressure

The USA had another position on the
peace between Russia and Ukraine.
Jake Sullivan, the US National Security
Adviser confirmed, on June 16, that
the United States will not pressurise
Ukraine to make concessions to
Russia because the USA believes
this would be a clear mistake and
contradict international law. He
added that Washington is currently
studying the issue of supporting
Ukraine by providing it with weapons
and intelligence information and the
USA believes this conflict should be
solved diplomatically.

The Secretary of State, Anthony
Blinken noted that Ukraine has to
independently determine whether it

wants to make territorial concessions.

The newspaper AgoraVox published
an opinion that regarding Russia's
successful progress in Donbass,
Western countries have changed
their stance on Ukraine and are ready
to force Kyiv to make territorial
concessions for the sake of a
diplomatic settlement of the crisis
with Moscow.

Arab countries support peace

Most Arab countries remained neutral
on the war except the Syrian regime
which supported Moscow from the
beginningand officiallyrecognised the
independence of Russian separatists
in eastern Ukraine. In general, the
Arab position was expressed by the
Secretary-General of the League of
Arab States Ahmed Aboul Gheit when
he said, on June 22, that members of
the League's ministerial group were
discussing hosting Russian-Ukrainian
negotiations for a ceasefire.

Aboul Gheit said the Arabs want
the Arab world's sovereignty and
stability and the Russian-Ukrainian
war affects the whole world including
the food, energy and tourism sectors,
therefore, the ministerial contact
group is waiting for a videoconference
meeting between Arab ministers
to discuss and reach for a ceasefire.

Aboul Gheit said that the Arabs are
distancing themselves from this
international dispute and that this
armed confrontation and the threat of
using nuclear weapons are dangerous.

Britain: No to an early
settlement!

The British position was somewhat
strict. On June 28, the British Foreign
Secretary, Liz Truss stressed the
need to provide all possible support
to Ukraine and called not to seek an
early peace settlement.

«The number one thing we need
to do is be giving all the support we
can to Ukraine. The consequences
of Ukraine not prevailing are very
severe for the rest of Europe. And the
response of NATO has to be increasing
its presence, but also making its
presence more permanent. In the
region. I think that‘s very important,»
said Truss.

The Kremlin said on June 28 that
Russia would halt its offensive as soon
as Ukraine surrenders, urging Kyiv
to order its troops to lay down their
arms. «The Ukrainian side can stop
everything before the end of today,»
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters. «An order for the
nationalist units to lay down their arms
isnecessary,» he said, adding Kyivhad

to fulfil a list of Moscow’s demands.
Director of National Intelligence Avril
Haynes responded, on June 30, saying
that the United States does not see
that a peace agreement is possible
now between Russia and Ukraine.

Ukraine wants Russia to be

defeated

«The situation on the battlefield
should be changed first because the
negotiations are directly related to
it,» said Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba. «I tell all partners a simple
thing: Russia must sit down at the
negotiating table after its defeat on the
battlefield.» «There are no grounds
for negotiations with Russia now,» he
added.

Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said
that Kyiv confirmed again that it does
not intend to conduct negotiations
with Russia, and that Ukrainian
President Vladimir Zelensky does
not want peace. «An answer to all
those who reproach Russia for not
negotiating with the Kyiv regime.
The Kyiv regime itself refused.
Today, Kuleba confirmed this again
(...) Zelensky, comrades (what is
left of them), do not want peace,»
Zakharova wrote on her Telegram
channel,»
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Spokesman for the Ukrainian Embassy in the
UAE calls for a complete ban on Russian oil

Rami Shafiq

e How do you see the future of the
military operations, especially with
the resistance of the Ukrainian
forces?

- The main thing everybody has to
know is that Ukraine is 100% capable
of winning this war. Yes, Ukraine can
stop the Russian invaders and expel
them from the temporarily-occupied
territories of Ukraine within the
internationally recognised borders.
What we need is only heavy weapons
of sufficient quantity. Our free
democratic state has to be better
armed than the Russian criminal
dictatorship. The Ukrainian armed
forces have already proven they
can use Western weapons very
effectively. In the past weeks, Ukraine
has succeeded in destroying several
ammunition depots and Russian
command centres, which proves
Ukrainian soldiers have high skills
and the ability to learn to use Western
weapons quickly and use them very
effectively.

The Russian Federation is well aware
that the supply of arms to Ukraine is
of crucial importance, so it is trying
to defame the military assistance in
every possible way and spread fake
news. Yet Ukraine's arms control
and monitoring system operates
efficiently and transparently, and our
Western partners know this.
Concerning the end of military
operations, I would like to stress
that no one, except Russia, would
have wanted to wage this war. Putin's
Russia is a threat to all of Europe and
the world, so we all have to stop it
together. Attempts to appease Russia
are like attempts to make a deal with
the devil, which would not achieve
peace, stability or security.

The only way to achieve lasting and
sustainable peace is the victory of
Ukraine. Russia will not start serious
peace negotiations without a military
defeat. Therefore, we need a sufficient

quantity of weapons and additional
sanctions against the criminal Russian
regime that is trying to undermine
the principles of peaceful coexistence
and development in the current
world order to achieve its imperialist
ambitions.

e How doyousee Ukraine's relations
withEuropeand Washington?

- Ukraine is a European country and
its future is within the family of the
European countries. As you know, we
have just received we are nominated
to be a candidate for EU membership
and will continue our journey towards
full EU membership. Ukraine has
already implemented about 70% of
EU rules and standards. Ukraine's
people and leadership are ready to
continue working intensively towards
our accession to the EU.

Our current and future relations with
Washington are clear. The USA is our
strategic partner that currently plays
a key role in strengthening Ukraine's
defence capabilities to resist the large-
scale Russian aggression.

e US President Biden's trip to the
Middle East began with his visit
to Israel. Where do you see the
links between this visit and the
geopolitical situation in Ukraine
after the Russian invasion?

- The participants of the Jeddah
Summitfor Securityand Development
discussed the Russian invasion. In

the final statement, the leaders of
the participating countries reiterated
the need to respect the principles
of international law, including the
UN Charter, the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states, and the
obligation not to use or threaten force.
When Russia launched the unjustified
aggression, it violated all possible
international laws, including those
mentioned in the final statement
and used force against a peaceful
neighbouring country, so I believe
the summit participants supported
Ukraine.

e Ukraine is one of the most
important countries that exports
grains What guarantees does
Ukraine require to resume this?
Do you think that this will be an
intersection with the status of the
export of Russian gas?

- We are in the final stages of talks
to begin sea trade and export grain
through Ukrainian ports in the Black
Sea but these last stages are the
hardest. Russia is solely responsible
for the aggravation of global food
security.

We want to export our grains as our
customers need them but Russia has to
lift the blockade of Ukrainian seaports
and provide the conditions for the
safe transportation of grain and other
food exports. That blockade is the
only reason for the growing shortage
of food in the markets around the

world as Moscow obstructs the safe
movement in the Black Sea.

The deepening global food crisis
is an example of how Moscow is
using global problems to advance
its aggressive and colonial political
interests. The Russian Hunger Games
are challenging the basic human right
to life around the world, especially
in the most vulnerable countries in
Africa and Asia.

Therefore, on July 22, negotiations
are scheduled to take place in Turkey
to resume Ukrainian grain exports
under the UN auspices. It is expected
to sign a document containing the
commitments of the parties regarding
the safety of export routes in the Black
Sea.

The Ukrainian delegation will support
only those decisions that will ensure
the security of the southern regions
of Ukraine, the strong position of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces in the Black
Sea and the safe export of Ukrainian
agricultural products to world
markets.

Regarding energy, it can be said that a
complete embargo on Russian oil and
gas is urgently required. Without this
important step, Russia will continue
to undermine the EU's unity and use
energy to pressure the leadership of
European countries. Energy is the key
and we urge all EU countries to speed
up decisions on capping Russian
oil prices and imposing a complete
embargo on Russian oil and gas.
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Tehran’s revealing summit

Tan Black

Last week’s Tehran summit,
involving Vladimir Putin, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Ibrahim Raisi
attracted less attention - at least in
western media - than Joe Biden’s visits
to Israel, the occupied Palestinian
territories and Saudi Arabia in mid-
July. The main multilateral topic,
formally at least, was Syria. But it
provided fascinating insights into
how the whole world, including the
Middle East, has been changed by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Notably, it was only Putin’s second
major visit outside Russia since
he launched his “special military
operation” against Kyiv in February.
It reflected his determination to
demonstrate he is not as isolated as
the West claims, but retains influence
after the visit to the region by the
American president.

Putin was working hard to solidify
an Iranian-Russian alliance that has
been emerging as a counterweight
to US-led efforts to contain western
adversaries. Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, issued a
declaration of support for the war in
Ukraine of the kind that even other
countries close to Moscow have so
far stopped short of making, exactly
reflecting the Kremlin’s own narrative.

It was also useful for Erdogan as a
mediator since there were signs of
progress over the lifting of the Russian
blockade of Ukrainian grain which
has threatened a famine across Africa.
Indeed last Friday a deal was signed,
with help from the United Nations,
on that grave international crisis, in
Istanbul.

Syria came last, with no signs of
agreement on Ankara’s threat of a
new military offensive to drive away
US-backed Syrian Kurdish fighters
from Turkey’s north-west border.
The operation is part of Turkey’s plan
to create a safe buffer zone along its
frontier that would encourage the
voluntary return of Syrian refugees,
a move that would be popular inside
Turkey as Erdogan prepares for

difficult elections next year, in the
face of nightmarish inflation.

“War is a violent and difficult
endeavor, and the Islamic Republic
is not at all happy that people are
caught up in war,” Khamenei told
Putin. “But in the case of Ukraine, if
you had not taken the helm, the other
side would have done so and initiated
a war.” The summit’s choreography
mirrored  Putin’s  determination
to resist attempts to punish and
isolate Russia, engaging with fellow
American adversaries like Iran and
with other countries like Turkey — a
Nato member — whose alliances are
far more complicated.

Khamenei’s endorsement of the war
went well beyond the much more
cautious support offered by another
key Russian ally, China, embracing
Putin’s claim that the Nato and the
West had left the Kremlin no choice
but to act. Raisi conveyed the same
message.

It was a signal to the world that
with Europe and the US now hitting
Russia with sanctions comparable
to those that have suffocated Iran’s
economy for years, the long-fraught
relationship between Moscow and
Tehran may be becoming a true
partnership.

“Russia and Iran still don’t trust one
another, but now need each other
more than ever,” one regional expert
was quoted as saying. “This is no
longer a partnership of choice, but an
alliance out of necessity.” For years,
Russia was careful not to get too close
to Iran, even as the two countries
shared an adversarial relationship
with the US and cooperated
militarily after Russia’s intervention
in Syria. For Putin, his attempts to
build relations with Israel and Arab
countries prevented a fully-fledged
alliance with Tehran.

But the Russian invasion of Ukraine
changed the calculus. Increasingly
cut off from western markets, Russia
is looking to Iran as an economic
partner, as well as for expertise in
skirting sanctions. Gazprom, the
Russian energy giant, has signed a
nonbinding $40 billion deal to help
develop gas and oil fields in Iran.
And, American officials say, Russia
is looking to buy much-needed
combat drones from Iran for use
over Ukraine, a matter that was not
addressed publicly in the Tehran
summit’s bilateral meetings.

It wasn’t all positive for Putin: he
was left awkwardly standing in a
room in front of a throng of reporters

while waiting to meet Erdogan.
Footage taken ahead of the meeting
last Tuesday shows Putin fidgeting,
shifting his weight and pulling a
series of uncomfortable faces in front
of cameras for nearly a minute before
he is finally greeted by the Turkish
president. But Erdogan later referred
to Putin as “my friend.”

It was unfamiliar terrain for the
Russian leader, who has developed a
reputation for keeping world leaders
waiting, on purpose, sometimes for
hours after scheduled talks were due
to begin. Some media speculated it
may have been payback for a 2020
meeting in Moscow that saw Erdogan
wait so long to enter the meeting
room that he took a seat.

Erdogan also signed economic and
trade cooperation agreements with
Iran, and said he opposed western
sanctions on Iran over its nuclear
programme. The US has again
threatened to increase sanctions
on Iran if it does not agree to revive
the nuclear deal, which seems
increasingly  unlikely.

In these turbulent times the Tehran
summit was another sign of shifting
national and regional interests.
Pragmatic and unpredictable are the
name of this game.

THE LevanT | Issut 38 - August 2022

www. THELEVANTNEWS.com



OPINION

EheoLevant

Unblocking the Black Sea

James Denselow

Tiirkiye’s President Erdogan
has suddenly found himself at
the centrepiece of one of the key
geopolitical questions of the day; how
to ensure that the Russian invasion of
Ukraine doesn’t supercharge a world
hunger crisis that could see millions
die. His unique part in this political
drama has seen him go quickly from
attending a NATO summit in Madrid
to hosting the leaders of Russia and
Iran back home to agree a deal to
unblock the Black Sea.

Erdogan was backed up by huge
amounts of engagement from the
most senior echelons of the UN.
Out of this last week came the
“unprecedented agreement” on
the resumption of Ukrainian grain
exports via the Black Sea amid the
ongoing war is “a beacon of hope” in
a world that desperately needs it, UN
Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres
said at the signing ceremony in
Istanbul, Tirkiye.

Ukraine was one of the world’s
leading agricultural exporters prior

4 I' ‘_"“ -1.'-‘ - ﬂ.“

to the Russian invasion six months
ago. Before the war, Ukraine
accounted for 10% of the world’s
wheat exports, 14% of its corn and
half its sunflower oil, and was known
as the “breadbasket of the world.”
When the invasion began there was
an estimated stock of some 25m
tonnes of corn and wheat trapped in
Ukraine - equivalent to the annual
consumption of the world’s least
developed economies.

It is worth remembering that as
many as 828 million people globally
were affected by hunger in 2021,
an increase of 150 million since
the outbreak of the pandemic. The
number will rise even higher in 2022
as a result of severe weather events
and the war in Ukraine. Nowhere is
this more acute than in Somalia and
the Horn of Africa where the worst
drought in 40 years threatens to kill
hundreds of thousands of children in
the next few months.

Denied the access to a Black Sea
which has been mined and blockaded
off as part of the conflict, only 5.2m
tonnes of Ukrainian food stock
has managed to leave the country
over 6-months, the equivalent to
normally what is moved in a single

month. Food of course should never
be weaponised, aid should never be
delayed, obstructed or denied. Yet
the agreement was good news but
one that observers flagged would
depend on trust which is almost
entirely absent at the time of brutal
war.

Indeed, Russia launched a missile
attack on Ukraine’s key grain-
exporting port of Odessa, officials
said, hours after signing the
international agreement to ease its
blockade of the Black Sea coastline
and allow for the safe transport of
grain and other foodstuffs necessary
to alleviate this looming global food
crisis. Wheat prices rose sharply
after the strike as doubts were raised
about whether it will be possible to
implement last week's agreement.
This incident showed how soon
things could potentially unravel
through the unpredictability of
violence and will have been sobering
viewing for any of the crew that are
lined up to sail the vessels that have
to operate the newly ‘safe’ route.
Beyond the physical dangers for
ships having to avoid mines and other
weapons of war, there is the question
as to whether the new mechanisms

}\

can allow food to move quickly
enough. The process that has been
agreed to is predictably complex
in order to satisfy the number of
parties involved. It involves two
‘coordination centres’ staffed by
Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and
UN officials and a series of checks of
the ships to ensure there are being
used for the purposes that have
been agreed to. Inspection teams
will monitor the onloading of grain
at the three ports. Ukrainian pilot
vessels will guide the ships through
the Black Sea, which is mined, after
which they will head out through
the Bosphorus Strait along an agreed
corridor.

The deal is valid for 120 days and
targets monthly exports of 5 million
tonnes. The invasion itself has lasted
for just over 150 days and has already
gone through a series of phases that
remind us that we cannot really
know what will happen next. One
aspect of this deal, beyond its intent
to unblock the Black Sea, is whether
it can provide good offices for
Ukrainian and Russian diplomats to
engage on the wider issues of war and
peace that are so essentially to bring
the conflict to an end.
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America’s biggest win from Biden’s Middle East tour

Dalia Ziada

Reporting from inside the
Middle East, I can confirm that
the long-awaited visit of President
Biden to the region, last week, was
successful beyond expectations. To
compensate for his eighteen months
of absence, Biden has successfully
hit open more than one box on his
first Middle East tour to show that
the United States is still the most
important partner to the countries
of the region. Before accusing me
of exaggeration, try to see the full
picture after turning down the loud
noises aroused by biased media
- including the pro-Russia news
platforms that have been targeting
the Arabic speaking audience for a
while, as well as the American and
western media, which unfairly serves
the polarized positions of the far right
or the far left.

First and foremost, by having
the courage to admit that his
administration’sinitial policy “to pivot
away from the Middle East had been
a mistake,” President Biden restored,
in a heartbeat, the glorious image of
the United States in the hearts and
minds of the people of the region,
especially the youth who still admire
the American values of democracy
and liberalism and still aspire to
copy them to their own countries.
For the past six years, the absence
of the democratic America that we
know, and the rise of the Russian and
Chinese influence on the region as a
result of this absence, have killed the
momentum of democratization that
over-swept the region a decade ago.
Biden’s successful homecoming to
the region, last week, paves the way
for the return of the issues of human
rights, civil freedoms, and democracy
back to the forefront.

That is, I believe, is America’s biggest
win from Biden’s Middle East
tour. Also, this is the best practical
response to those who claim that
Biden is abandoning human rights
to please the Arab leaders. Contrary
to the claims, the new relationships

that Biden has built with Arab leaders
will enable him to work better
with them on improving human
rights conditions and taking actual,
rather than artificial, steps towards
allowing democratization to progress
in their countries. Indeed, Biden
is a democratic president, which
makes questioning his unconditional
commitment to human rights and
democratization a silly joke.

“I know that there are many who
disagree with my decision to travel
to Saudi Arabia. My views on human
rights are clear and long-standing,
and fundamental freedoms are always
on the agenda when I travel abroad,
as they will be during this trip;” wrote
Biden in an opinion article, published
in the Washington Post one week
before coming to the Middle East.
The far leftist American voters, who
comprise the majority of Biden’s
electoral constituency, have been
very critical to Biden’s visit to the
Middle East, since the moment he
announced the intention to make it
happen. Some of them went as far
as describing Biden’s willingness to
go to Saudi Arabia and particularly
meeting with the Saudi Crown
Prince, Mohammed Bin Salman, as
a “betrayal.” Sadly, they lobbied to
keep the U.S. Administration aloof
from the Middle East for whole
eighteen months, wasting a lot of
opportunities of fruitful cooperation
with the region, for the good of
the U.S. and the entire world. Such

groups are ridiculously blinded by a
theoretic rhetoric that is too idealist
and too detached from the reality of
the Middle East.

Yet, the good news is that President
Biden and his team have, finally,
decided to shake off this unprofitable
approach towards the countries of
the region, and rather focus on re-
engaging and re-collaborating. “From
the start, my aim was to reorient
- but not rupture - relations with
[Saudi Arabia] that’s been a strategic
partner for 80 years;” wrote Biden in
the Washington Post op-ed.
Another successful hit by U.S.
President Biden was effectively
laying a solid foundation for the
‘personal diplomacy’ dynamic that
works perfectly with the mindset of
the leaders of the region, especially
the Arabs. The global energy and
food crises, the threat of Iran on
Arabs and Israel, and the U.S. rivalry
with Russia and China, must have
been unavoidable topics on the
agenda of the GCC+3 Summit, in
Jeddah. However, it was clear that
Biden’s main goal from the visit was
to regain the trust of the regional
leaders in his administration, and
thus win them to his country’s
side, so the west can benefit from
what they can offer to solve the
current world troubles, especially
the soaring energy crisis. That was,
particularly, clear in the friendly
one-on-one  conversations that
Biden convened with the leaders

s

of Saudi Arabia, UAE, Iraq, Egypt,
Israel, and even the Palestinians.
In hisspeech at the GCC+3 Summit,
President Biden highlighted that
the United States will continue
to engage as the most important
partner to the Middle East. “As
the world grows more competitive
and the challenges we face more
complex, it is only becoming clearer
to me that — how closely interwoven
America’s interests are with the
successes of the Middle East;” Biden
emphasized to the participants of
the GCC+3 Summit. “We will not
walk away and leave a vacuum to be
filled by China, Russia, or Iran. And
we’ll seek to build on this moment
with active, principled American
leadership.”

Biden’s Middle East tour has left
behind much positive energy and
optimism. The United States has
always been the closest and most
trusted partner to the states and
the peoples of the Middle East.
Personally, I am so delighted to
see the United States coming back
on the right track in terms with its
relationship with the region. I am
sure there are many people who
share the same sentiments in Egypt,
Israel, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq, and
elsewhere. After eighteen months of
complaining about the unjustifiable
absence of the U.S. administration,
today we can finally say to the United
States that we know and love:
Welcome back!
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War Making is an Organised Crime

Jwan Dibo

When

war becomes the
reality in a specific area of the world,
then the question arises: Was it
possible to avoid the war scenario
and replace it with dialogue and
peace? The answer briefly is no. The
reason is that the outbreak of wars
in peripheries, not in centres, serves
the agendas and policies of the great
powers, whether they are directly
or indirectly involved. While the
opposite alternative, that is, peace,
stability, and prosperity does not
serve the great power plans.

For the great powers, it is a purely
arithmetic process subject to profit
and loss calculations. Put differently,
if the profits of the great powers from
wars that take place far from their
lands are much more than peace and
stability, as is the case in Ukraine,
then this means yes to the eruption
and perpetuation of wars and no to

in International Politics

the opposite, that is, negotiations,
peace, and stability.

Therefore, the history of foreign
policy of the great powers, especially
the United States, can be summarised
as follows: Firstly, managing the
existing international and regional
crises and preventing them from
being settled as much as possible in
a manner consistent with interests of
the great powers. Secondly, creating
new crises under the supervision of
the great powers or their local agents
to ensure profit, exploitation, and
domination.

In this context, Charles Tilly, the
American sociologist says that “In
these circumstances, war became the
normal condition of the international
system of states and the normal means
of defending or enhancing a position
within the system.” This is what led
Tilly to conclude that violence and its
monopoly are the first building blocks
for the emergence of the modern
nation-state in Europe, not social
contract, ideas, and philosophies.
Tilly explains that the birth of the

modern nation-state in Europe does
not differ much from how organised
crime gangs emerged and operated.
Hence, he states that «War made the
state, and the state made war.»

The bleak conclusion here is that
it is impossible to envisage a world
without wars, or that it is impossible
to conceive the great powers not
rushing to fabricate wars. The reason
in this case is that wars become a
mainstay for the great powers at the
international and regional levels to
achieve the purposes of exploitation,
profit, and control. British scholar
Joseph  John Thompson says,
“Humanity has never sought peace,
but an armistice between two wars.”
The great powers cannot live without
wars and crises, whether in the
peripheries or in the outskirts of the
centres, or even within the opposing
great powers. The reason is that wars
are the superpowers' fuel for survival
and continuity. In addition, the main
task assigned to the great powers
is to create crises and wars, not to
solve them as they try to deceive the

Joseph John Thompson

world through misleading media.
The great powers themselves did
not become great until they invaded,
occupied, killed, plundered, burned,
and annihilated, that is, became
great at the expense of the misery
and tragedies of others. What is
more hideous than all this is that the
wars made by the great powers turn
into an organised and legitimate
crime according to the so-called
international law.

Wil L4
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When Biden decided to return to Riyadh

Saad Al Hamid

Saudi-American  relations
have always been strong and based on
mutual respect and common interests
since the establishment of the KSA in
1933.

In this regard, we have to remember
the Quincy Pact between King
Abdulaziz and US  President
Franklin Roosevelt, which was the
starting stone for establishing the
US-Saudi strategic relations and
strong partnerships. Many wait for
the outcomes of the US President's
first visit to the ME (Middle East),
especially since it comes in these hard
times the world goes through. During
this visit, a summit will be held
between the GCC countries, Egypt,
Iraq and Jordan. Several US sources
andmediaoutletsimplied Washington
wants to establish strategic security
alliances and new partnerships
with the region to confront the
Iranian threat represented by Iran's
nuclear programme & ballistic
missile programme and discuss how
to develop effective security and
military strategies and agreements to
confront Iran's militias in the region
and to deter the growing Iranian
threats.

Thevisitwilldiscussthe consequences
of the Russian-Ukrainian war and
its repercussions on energy, food
prices, the rise in fuel prices, the fight
against terrorism and the security of
waterways. The US President began
hisvisittoIsraelbygivingreassurances
to it about the future of the nuclear
deal with Tehran and by talking about
how to strengthen strategic alliances
between the two countries & bilateral
relations, and how to lay foundations
for agreements that guarantee Israel's
security against Iranian threats.
Some observers believe the USA
wants to get Israelinvolved in a phased
strategic alliance with the region's
countries to confront the threats of
Iran and wants to normalize relations
between Riyadh and Israel, which is
unlikely to happen because Riyadh's
positions were very clear about the

Palestinian cause and the importance
of finding a solution to it based on the
Arab Peace Initiative, the two-state
solution and the establishment of a
state for the Palestinians which its
capital will be East Jerusalem. Many
Saudi officials like Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, stressed this.

Biden implied that now there are
difficulties in finding radical solutions
to the Palestinian cause because
of the current political difficulties
facing the Israeli government and its
division because the opposition led
by Netanyahu wants to topple it and
make its MPs defect. Therefore, Biden
did not give any promises other than
wishes to achieve the desired peace
between the Palestinians and Israelis,
and he could not even discuss the
calls to stop settlements, but rather
focused on the Iranian file during
his meeting with Israeli officials
who share the same concerns of the
region's countries about the Iranian
nuclear threat. Perhaps Biden wants
to correct the course of relations
due to the urgent economic crises of
inflation, high fuel prices inside the
US and the decline of the president's
popularity, according to the recent
opinion polls of the American CMBC
network, to 37% because of his
internal policies and the shortage
of energy supplies, because of the
Russian-Ukrainian war, which began
to threaten Europe with winter
approaching because Russia cut

off gas supplies to many of these
countries and there are economic

sanctions on its oil.

Consequently, the US sees the GCC
states, with their huge capacities
and a solid economic base, will have
an important role to help reduce
oil prices and provide alternative
sources of energy for Europe in case
the Russian-Ukrainian war continues.
As well, the Biden administration has
to reshape the policy it has pursued
against its strategic ally, Riyadh, like
the previous statements issued by
Biden or his Democratic Party against
the Kingdom's leadership, halting
arms deal, withdrawing the Patriot
batteries and the removal of the
Houthis from the lists of terrorism,
which encouraged them to explicitly
violate international law repeatedly
and target the Kingdom and its
energy sources, waterways and vital
& civil facilities.

The results of those political policies
were very negative on the strength
and durability of the bilateral
relations, and I think what Mr Biden
wants is to restore those relations
with Riyadh and the GCC to restore
the region's countries' & Israel's trust
and give them bigger reassurances
in case a nuclear deal with Tehran
was made and to ensure that deal (in
case it happened) will not be at the
expense of the upcoming strategic
security alliances and treaties that,
from his point of view, correspond

to the concerns of the countries of
the region, and serve Washington's
interests and its carefulness not
to cause other conflicts between
Israel and Tehran or the region's
countries and Tehran because this
will aggravate the current struggle
between Washington, Russia and
China for more political, economic
and military influence and hegemony,
whether in the South China Sea in the
east or the Black Sea in the west or
even in the world which is witnessing
the birth of new poles.

This may also be reflected in energy
and oil prices in a way that threatens
Washington's interests, especially at
this critical time in which the Biden
administration still faces problems,
and which has also cast a shadow
over the upcoming US midterm
elections. What is happening in the
Russian-Ukrainian war now is one
of the outcomes of that competition
through which Russia succeeded
in creating divisions in Europe and
putting pressure on Washington and
Europe as well. I and many observers
think Russia and China succeeded to
some extent in exploiting the Biden
administration's weaknesses, the void
left by Washington in the ME and
consolidating its (US) partnerships
effectively with the region's countries.
Many observers believe Biden has
to make concessions to the region's
countries to make them trust the US
administration again.
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Another Turkish brutality against Kurds in Zakho

Zara Saleh

The tourist village of Barakh,
Zakho in Iraqi Kurdistan, which is only
5 km far from the Turkish border was
one of the main targets for the Turkish
bombardment on July 20. As a result, 9
people were killed including children
and women while 31 civilians were
injured. The place is well-known as
a tourist hub and people across Iraq,
especially from Baghdad and southern
cities, flock to Zakho and villages
nearby in the Kurdish region to find
a sense of peace in such cool weather
compared to other parts of Iraq where
the temperature was peaking to 50c in
Summer.
Since 2015, the Turkish army is
regularly committing crimes against
Kurds and carried out multiple
airstrikes in the Kurdistan region in
Iraq and in the north and northeast
Syria as well as a long strategic
Turkish campaign against Kurdish
«separatists» according to the Turkish
propaganda. Besides that, Turkey
has created nearly 50 military bases
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inside the Kurdish territories in the
federal region of Kurdistan as a part
of old security and the military deal
between Turkey and the former
regime of Sadam Husain, which
is now, considered illegal and not
valid more so according to Iraqi
government in Baghdad. In other
words, Turkey is responsible for
killing civilians and committing
a massacre against Kurds as they
are targeting Kurdish people
everywhere, in Zakho, Sinjar,
and in Syria's part of Kurdistan.
Consequently, the Iragi government
condemned the Turkish attacks and
aggression and called for Turkey
to withdraw its military bases from
Iragi territories. Simultaneously
with the Iraqi government's call
for UN intervention, the Kurdistan
Regional Government has also
condemned the Turkish brutal
attack against the people of the
Kurdish region, and they asked
for serious protection from the
international community and to
stop the Turkish aggression against
civilians.

Zakho's massacre that was committed
by Turkish President Erdogan and

his military forces is not the only one,
in fact, it is a long-running strategy
against the Kurds everywhere. Such
war crimes are carried out in Syria as
in the Turkish region of Kurdistan and
it has been always the Kurds that have
been the main for Turkey's targets. For
instance, going back to recent decades

of Turkey's stories of the massacre
against Kurds in Turkey as well, the
Turkish army committed a similar
massacre in 2011. In the Kurdish
village of Roboski located in Turkey
and close to the Iraqi border, the
Turkish army killed 34 civilian Kurds
including 17 children that are well-
known as the «Roboski massacre».
Similar to Zakho massacre, the
Turkish government, and officials
were ready to consider such
«crimes» as a «legal» operation
against terrorism. In fact, Turkey
as a state continues to commit
crimes against humanity and could
be identified as a state of terrorism.
Besides, Erdogan's relationship with
ISIS and with Al-Nusra Front, and
tens of militia jihadist groups of the
Syrian opposition that are working
and committing crimes against
Kurds under the Turkish umbrella
as a main source of terrorism. That
is Erdogan's understanding of the
term «sovereignty» of neighboring
countries by occupying their territories
and brutally killing the civilian people
in front of the international community
without any actions to stop such crimes
against humanity.
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